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My Lorp,—I trust that I may be excused for addressing youin ‘the
manner I am about to do, upon a subject to which the attention of the
community has, of late, been particularly directed.

The public, for some time past, have earnestly solicited from the
Government, of which your Lordship is so distinguished a member,
the appointment of a day of public “fast and humiliation,” in conse-
quence of the terrible ravages that have recently been made by cholera.
To the manifest surprise, however, of a large and influential class, the
Government has decided upon not making this appointment, but the
reasons which have induced this decision, of course remain to the public
a mystery. It is a very remarkable fact, however, that this refusal has
been made ; because no one can doubt that, had Ministers believed that
their acquiescence could benefit society, they would without any hesita-
tion, have consented. In thinking over this, I have been led into a train
of thought which I now venture to lay before your Lordship for perusal.

Although our rulers have not felt it incumbent upon them to
appoint the day required, yet it does not appear that they considered it
right altogether to disregard the idea upon which it was asked. They
have, therefore, decided upon adopting a middle course ; and doubtless
upon good grounds.

In obedience to instructions, his Grace the Archbishop of Can-
terbury has drawn up a special form of prayer, which is ordered to
be used, during the prevalence of the cholera, in the ordinary services
of our Church. As there appears to me something remarkable in
this composition, I shall take the liberty of commenting upon it; and
I have addressed my remarks to your Lordship, (for reasons that will
by and by suggest themselves,) in consequence of your connexion with
the Government, and also with that excellent Board of Health, to
whose exertions, at this critical time, the public ought to hold themselves
so greatly indebted.

The Prayer that has been thus ordered, is styled “A prayer for
obtaining PARDON OF OUR SINS ; and particularly for beseeching God to
REMOVE FROM US THAT GRIEVOUS DISEASE with which many places in this
kingdom are now wvisited ;” and it is founded on the assumption that
this “ grievous disease” comes directly from the hand of the Almighty
as a special judgment on the nation for its guilt; and thus we are
desired to intercede with His offended majesty, and by prayer and
humiliation before His throne, to seek to stay His avenging hand, and
withdraw from us the pestilence He has sent down upon us.

T will quote the pithiest portion of the Prayer, in which both the
object and the reason of the whole appears. It says, « When the men
of Nineveh repented of their iniquity, Thow didst lay aside the fierceness
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