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For an author voluntarily to come before the pub-
lic, and then entreat its lenity to the faults or fail-
ures of what he presents to it, is, in general, of very
doubtful propriety. But my case is particular in
as much as I have not sought publicity ; it has been
suddenly forced upon me, as a measure which self-
defence imperatively demanded.

Having been called to attend cases of cholera
differing in some prominent symptoms from any I
had formerly met with in this country, I felt it to
be my duty, agreeably to his majesty’s proclama-
tion, to send communications respecting them to
the privy council. (Appendix, No. I.) The mem-
bers of that honourable body considered these
communications of such importance, that they sent
Dr. Daun to inquire minutely into the circum-
stances and report ; this gentleman was joined by
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