THE PREMONITORY SYMPTOMS

CHOLERA.

LETTER

FDITOR OF THE “ASSOCTATION MEDICAL JOURNAL”.

/
D. MACLOUGHLIN, M.D. '__(

~ON

/G
f S
; w

%\

LONDON:
T, RICHARDS, 87, GREAT QUEEN STREE'T

1835,







7 z
b A/ MW/ Corr 2 TR
W/ . / e Y,
1 ™
\ PN\
\ 9
— : \'\
PREMONITORY SYMPTOMS OF CHOLERA. = * <07z \
: J &)

Sir,—As cases of cholera are manifesting themselves in
various parts of the country and here in London, will you per-
mit me through the medium of your valuable Journal to call
attention to some of the pathological points of the disease which
have not as yet fixed the attention of the profesion ?

In the result of an inquiry into the invariable existence of a
premouitory diarrhea in cholera, the attention of the profession
was first called (page 26) to the fact that where cholera prevails
epidemically, then every individual in that locality has the
functions of his stomach and those of his bowels deranged ;
everyone is more subject to flatulence than usual, especially
between one and five in the morning, when they have bor-
borygmi, sometimes so loud as to be heard at a considerable
distance. The least irregularity in food or drink produces a
tendency to liquid evacuations. Those persons in the locality
who are of a costive habit, having a passage only every second,
third, or fourth day, of hard feecal matter, have now a passage
from their bowels every day of soft feecal matter. Those who
are in the habit of having one evacuation from their bowels
daily of consistent faecal matter, have now two or three daily of
soft feecal matter. Those who are in the habit of taking
aperients find that now one-half, one-third, or one-fourth of the

\; usual dose will act as fully as afull dose did formerly; and that
' a full dose will now induce diarrhea, followed by cholera and
i by death,

| These observations have been confirmed by the testimony of
other pathologists ; and especially by Dr. Williams of Swansea,
who has given this stage the appropriate name of the premoni-
tory to the premonitory diarrhcea.
| Tt cannot, therefore, be doubted that, where cholera prevails
epidemically, then the functions of the stomach and those of
the bowels of all the individuals in the locality are more or less
b deranged; and that diarrhcea is also epidemie. From the
amount of medicine distributed to diarrhceal cases amongst the
less fortunate class of the population of the Stepney Union last
- year (1854), Mr. Grey, assistant-secretary to the union, calculated
that above 15,000 persons received medicines from the union
dispensaries. If we compare the number of deaths in this class,
with the number of deaths amongst the more fortunate classes in
the union, which contains of all classes a population of 110,000
inhabitants, we arrive at the conclusion that during the outbreak
of cholera last year, 45,000 persons were under medical treat-
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