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FEBRUARY 23, 1866.—Referred to the Committee on Commerce atfid, ordéted to be printed.

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled :

Your memorialist would respectfully.call attention to the importance and
feagibility of preventing the threatened invasion of this country by the Asiatic
cholera by the enforcement of a general system of guarantine regulations,

The greatdmportance of a measure that promises to accomplish the object in-
dicated, by which the lives of the people and the prosperity of the country shall
be guarded from this terrible scourge, needs no elucidation.

To show the feasibility of arresting the progress of the disease by quarantine,
I would respectfully call attention to two facts:

1. Where carefully observed, it is found uniformly to spread along the lines of
intercommunication and travel, but néver faster than their regular course.

2. It has been kept at bay by the intervention of quarantine regulations.

In support of these propositions, I respectfully refer to the facts set forth in
the accompanying copy of a history of tiie spread of cholera, especially as it
invaded this country in the year 1849, which was published in the Northwestern
Medical and Surgical Journal, for September of that year; also to the report
of the proceedings of a recent meeting of the commissioners of health for the city
of New York.

It will be observed that the disease appeared at the quarantine station on
Staten island, New York, on the 2d day of December, 1848, and after prevailing
extensively on the island for a month it eompletely subsided, without affecting
the great city in its immediate vicinity, and without spreading beyond that
island.

It will also be observed that, on the 11th day of the same month, it was
brought by the ship Swanton to the wharf of the city of New Orleans, where
no quarautine intertered, and that it rapidly spread, first, to the shipping and
thronghout that city, and thence regularly, as boats ascended the Mississippi
river, from point to point across the entire country along that stream and its
tributaries, and by the lines of railroad, until it was spread to all parts of the
country from that point of its introduction.

And it is worthy of remark that, while the disease spread along this extended
line by regular steps, the country away from its immediate course remained
unaffected by the disease.

While, in 1849, medical men were so divided in opinion on the question of the
contagious or portable nature of cholera as to prevent any general quarantine
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