HOW FAR DO THE FACTS ACCOMPANYING THE
PREVALENCE OF EPIDEMIC CHOLERA IN CHI-
CAGO, DURING THE SUMMER AND AUTUMN OF
1866, THROW LIGHT ON THE ETIOLOGY OF THAT
DISEASE? n i,
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At the meeting of the American Medical Association, in
May, 1866, I read a brief paper before the Section on Mete-
orology, Topography, and Epidemics, in which attention was
called to the alleged fact, that all the diseases usually regarded
as epidemie: could be arranged into two classes. The first class
embraces all such as arise directly from a specific virus or ani-
mal poison, capable of being reproduced in the living animal
body; and, consequently capable of being propagated from indi-
vidual to individual in any climate, at any season of the year,
and without regard to public or individual hygienic com]mons.
The chief members of this class are, Variola, Varicella, Ru-
beola, and Scarlatina. The second class was represented as
embracing such diseases as appear in an epidemic form only at
irregular intervals, prevail only for a limited period of time,
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and at any given prevalence appear incapable of propagation
beyond certain geographical limits or sanitary conditions. In-
fluenza, diphtheria, spotted fever, erysipelas, cholera, etc., were
enumerated as examples of this class. In specifying the es-
sential differences between these two classes of epidemics, in
that paper, it was stated that all the members of the second
class had their analogues or typical forms among the ordinary
sporadic and endemic diseases of every season. It was said
that epidemic “influenza has its type in the severer cases of
coryza and catarrh; cholera,in the cholera-morbus of every re-
turning summer; diphtheria, in the folicular and erythematic
inflammations of the fauces; and erysipelas, in the sporadic
and traumatic cases of common occurrence.” Assuming such a
relation to exist between these sporadic and epidemic forms of
disease, it was asked whether it would not be more in accordance
with the acknowledged rules of inductive reasoning, as well as
more likely to lead to important and reliable results, to look
for the essential causes of this class of epidemics among those
circumstances and influences that are u]readgf recognized as in-
fluencing their sporadic types? £

For the purpose of illustrating further, both the connection
between certain sporadic and epidemic diseases, and the local
causes influencing their development, I have prepared the fol-
lowing summary of facts observed during the year 1866. The
prevalence of cholera in Europe, during the summer of 1865,
led to a general apprehension that the same disease would prevail
more or less in our country during the succeeding yeas. In-
fluenced by a desire to gain possession of every fact that would
throw light on the etiology of that disease, more especially as
regarded local influences, I commenced early in the year 1866
to make an almost daily record of the atmospheric and local
conditions in the City of Chicago, in connection with the prev-
alence and special character of diseases, and continued such
record throughout the year. To enable others to appreciate
the bearing of certain facts, more especially in regard to the
direction and amount of winds or atmospheric currents, it should
be stated that the city occupies a very level prairie on the west-
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cholera infection, or germs, the safety of every community
depends upon its own atmospheric and sanitary conditions.
Without entering into the domains of theoretical controversy, I
will only add the opinion that whenever the origin, progress, and
termination of cholera epidemics shall be carefully and minutely
studied in their relation to the preceding and accompanying
local and atmospheric conditions, and to the prevalence of spo-
radic cases, with other bowel-affections, it will be found that
the same causes that are now acknowledge to be necessary to
give activity to the supposed infection, are also capable of origi-
nating it.







	How far do the facts accompanying the prevalence of epidemic cholera in Chicago, during the summer and autumn of 1866, throw light on the etiology of that disease?
	How far do the facts accompanying the prevalence of epidemic cholera in Chicago, during the summer and autumn of 1866, throw light on the etiology of that disease?
	MAIN
	HOW FAR DO THE FACTS ACCOMPANYING THE PREVALENCE OF EPIDEMIC CHOLERA IN CHICAGO, DURING THE SUMMER AND AUTUMN OF 1866, THROW LIGHT ON THE ETIOLOGY OF THAT DISEASE? V*'*pA



	Illustrations
	Tables
	Advertisements



