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Sir,—I have observed under da e;of the 6th Sept. that the Board
of Health of New York have called a ﬂpecm] meeting of its Dlrectms, to
take into consideration the subject ofgholera, at this time raging in the
north of Europe, under the dppmlﬁslon that this protean scourge of
the East, may perhaps eventually sfow itself in our country. It is with
pleasure | find that a committee consisting of yourself, Drs. Stevens and
M’Niven, have been appointed to institute a course of inquiries in rela-
tion to that disease, and to open an early correspondence with the medi-

*cal authorities of Europe, and elsewhere, with the hope of eliciting some

further information on its nature, symptoms, and best mode of treatment.

As a member of the profession, in some degree conversant with the
character of the malady in question, and-actuated by motives towards my
fellow men, which I hope may be rightly appreciated, I take the liberty
of addressing you with a few remarks on the subject, in the hope that
they may not prove altogether unworthy the notice of the committee.

From my own experience in the character of Spasmodic Cholera, I
am inclined to the belief, that, admitting this dreadful malady should
even make its appearance in the United States, it will here, in the
hands of skilful physicians, prove a more manageable disease, than ap-
pears to have been the case in some other quarters of the globe, where
the sources of its origin are probably more prolific, and the climate less
favourable to its extinction.

My knowledge of the character of Spasmodic Cholera, (emphatically
so denominated,) is derived from intercourse with the affected, during
the prevalence of the disease at Madras, on the coast of Coromandel, and
at Calcutta at the close of the years 1820 and 1822. More recently, I
have had ample opportunity of observing the epidemic in various parts
of Bengal, and on the banks of the Burrampooter river in Assam, during
the years 1829 and ’30. Judging from these sources of information, I
cannot for a moment admit that the disease, under ordinary circumstan-
ces of invasion, is contagious. All the facts which have come under my
notice, induce me to consider it a purely epidemic disease: and I concur
with Johnson, Searle, and other intelligent authors, who have written on
the subject, in the opinion, ¢ that it is induced from malaria, or mias-
matic exhalation, in some form or other; and, like other epidemic dis-
eases, it is found usually to follow in its course the current of the preva-
lent winds.”” My friend, Dr. Nicholson, Surgeon-general of the Bengal
army, stationed at Fort William, Calcutta, is also of this opinion.

I hope I may not be thought too sanguine in the powers of the heal-
ing art, when I assert, that I consider Spasmodic Cholera, when judi-
ciously encountered at the onset of an attack, as manageable a disease
as the more ordinary bilious fevers of our country. At all events, my
experience confirms me most fully in this conclusion.

It may not be amiss, perhaps, here to remark, that during a residence
of about four months at Calcutta, in the year 1822, being at that time
surgeon of a ship from this port, upwards of sixty well -marked cases of
Spasmodic Cholera, (principally American seamen) came under my no-
tice, of which number but three cases terminated fatally. Among these
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