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By POULTNEY BIGELOW.

N the summer of 1887 I had the good
fortune to be taken over the great
sewage farms which lie at a distance
of about six miles from Berlin. I was
accompanied by the bacteriologist, Dr.
Koch, who, in the course of conversation,
let fall the remark that, in his opinion,
Berlin was proof against an epidemic,
owing to the manner in which her sewage
was carried away and rendered innocuous.
These words, coming from such a man,
wege so striking that, on reaching home,
I put on paper, in the form of notes, the
result of my day’s experience, curious as
to how far this prophecy of the learned
doctor would be borne out.

The great cholera epidemic came and
paralyzed the commerce of most of the
seaport towns of Furope, devastated Rus-
sia pitilessly, and left the great city of
Hamburg more impoverished than when
the troops of Napoleon evacuated it.

Berlin, looked upon the progress of the
plague with equanimity, although she is
on the highway between Hamburg and
Russia, and daily exposed to an attack,
because she lies upon a river connected,
by means of canal, not only with the
waters of Hamburg and Russia, but of
an infected port on the Baltic, Stettin.
Her hospitals accepted, as a matter of
course, the isolated cases of cholera that
occurred in her neighborhood, but there
was, at no time, anything approaching to
an epidemic within her walls. ‘Travellers
passing, as I did, during the height of
the cholera scare were not annoyed in any
way; in fact, the life of the city was per-
fectly normal, and thus the words of Dr.
Koch have been justified.

Berlin has solved the question: how to
make cities healthy. She has called to her
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assistance men of scientific attainments
and administrative experience. The po-
litical vagrants that barnacle themselves
upon every department of our municipal
administration, from the health depart-
ment to the primary schools, are a class
unknown in Berlin; and the idea that a
citizen must be paid for acting as a munic-
ipal official, has not yet taken root there.

The experiment made by Berlin in
utilizing her sewage by making it enrich
the sandy soil of the neighborhood has
proved so successful, is so simple, so in-
expensive, and so well suited to the needs
of New York, that a few words of descrip-
tion may not prove uninteresting. And
if we bear in mind that within a few
miles of our City Hall are thousands
of acres of sand, only waiting for proper
manuring before blossoming into high
fertility, it will be readily appreciated
that any method that will not only ac-
complish this result and purify our city,
but lighten the burden of our taxes at
the same time, deserves study.

The present system of cleansing Berlin
has been tested by nearly twenty years of
thorough experience. It was introduced
in the face of governmental opposition
and the more bitter antagonism of those
living in the neighborhood of fields likely
to be inundated with city sewage. Dur-
ing these years, the affairs of the depart-
ment have been managed by gentlemen
of the highest respectability, with the
strictest economy, and with a view to
gathering the most valuable scientific data
from this novel experiment.

I will try to explain, briefly, the process.

Berlin, for scavenging purposes, is di-
vided into districts, each of which is under
a competent head, who is responsible for
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