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Berlin, November 5tk 1881,
My pEAR SIR, Fas
Havine been asked by you, as well as' by some of my
medical friends in England, to communicate the results of the
inquiries made on the Continent of Europe, and particularly
in the city of Berlin, respecting the Indian cholera, I have
collected some materials which I think will prove interesting to
you ; and I have thought that there might, at the same time,
be some advantage in my making known to the British public
what is the present state of our knowledge of. this singular and
awful disease. In affording this information, it seems to me
that continental medicine is but acquitting a debt which it owes
to British science in return for the first accounts transmitted by
British practitioners in India of the nature and treatment of
cholera, Itwould, indeed, be highly unjust not to acknowledge
how much we owe to the zeal in observing, and to the accu-
racy in describing, the disease, which the Indian medical men
have shewn*. The cholera, however, having now crossed the
immense continent of Asia and Europe, and having finally
reached the shores of the German Ocean, threatening an inva-
sion of the British islands, a statement founded on its appear-
ance in this part of Europe needs no apology, particiilarly if
it should tend to modify to some extent the views entertained
with regard to the disease by the majority of those who have
observed it in India.
I shall in this letter confine myself to a consideration of the

* A most valuable mass of information is contained in the Reports
drawn up under the superintendence of the Medical Boards of the three
Presidencies, not to mention numerous other works, which have been
published in India and England. I take this opportunity to express my
obligations to John Petty Muspratt, esq., one of the Directors of the
Honourable East India Company; and to my friend Dr. Somerville, Phy-
sician to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, through whose kindness I have
been put in possession of some of these very scarce books. :
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