FRIBNDLY AND SEBRIOUS HINTS TO THE POOR,

ON THE EXPECTED APPROACH OF

The PLAGUE, called The CHOLmRA MQRBUS

TO THIS COUNTRY. /= 7 e 4}
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THIS terrible plague, which has visited in succession various fore"tfn 1andc and swept
away millions of our fellow creatures in its desolating progress; seems now to be fast approach=
ing to the shores of Great Britain. A short distance of 36 hours separates us from it. The
Medical Faculty are of opinion that it will be ¢onveyed to our coasts; while the knowledge
which we have of God’s dealings towards those nations that have rebelled against him (see
Jer. xliv. 1—6; Hosea, iv. 1—4; and has not our beloved country grieviously and most
ungratefully rebelled against him ?) leads us to apprehend that we shall not be spared, now
that the destroying angel is abroad executing judgment on the earth. In such a eritical sitna-
tion what should we do? The divinely appointed way to avert a national calamity is by a
nation’s repentance and turning unto God. (See Jer. xviii. 6—8; Jonah iii. 4—10.) = Such
is our chief and best hope of escape ; and would that we could trace some cheering signs that
such dispositions were springing up among us! would that our dear fellow countrymen
were beginning to * hear the rod, and Him who hath appointed it,” so that the descending
blow might be stopped, as it were, half-way, by a nation’s uplifted prayers, tears, and en-
treaties for merey! But while we can hope only on such terms to escape * those evils which
we most rightéousiy have deserved,” and therefore while every one of us should ‘ consider
his ways,” and" “‘entreat for the land,” we should be wrong to neglect the proper means of
lessening the severity of.the plague in the event of its appearance among us, God, who, * in
the midst of judgment remembers merey,” and who ¢ stayeth his rough wind in the day of the
east wind,” has been pleased in numberless instances to blessthe use of some zimely precautions ;
indeed he has given this land ample time and long warning, that we should not be taken by
surprise, but have all in readiness to render the destroying malady less dangerous than other-

wise it would he. Now I wish you, my poor friends, to know and to use these precautions%is,

and I have no doubt (especially if you learn to depend on God’s blessing, and to pray for it,)
that numbers of you will reap the benefit of alittle prudent care, bestowed in time.

1t is certain that the ill-fed and unhealthy part of the population, and especially those who
have been addicted to drinking spirituous liquors, and indulgence in irregular hours and habits,
are generally the greatest sufferers from the Cholera Morbus; and that the infection has been
most virulent, and widely extended, where the sireets are narrow, the population crowded, the
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