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OXYGEN IN CHOLERA:

A Wefter on that Subject

TO EVERY MEMBER OF THE PROFESSION.

Hoyy &

BY

HENRY HOLMES, M.D., M.R.C.S.

SIR,

You are doubtless aware that an official Report has lately
been made to the Prosident of the Board of Health, by a committee
of gentlemen appointed to inquire into the results of the different
methods of treating Cholera.

That Report has now gone forth to the profession and the public
with the impress of authority, and whether we regard the broad
basis of well-collated statistics upon which it rests, or the zeal
and talents of the gentlemen who have drawn it up, its great
practical value can hardly be overrated, and its conclusions may
justly be expected, (in the absence of further light), to form the rule
of all future treatment.

Those conclusions, I would briefly remind you, are,—

1. That the astringent principle, as represented by chalk, lau-
danum, &c., has been by far the most successful in the general
run of cases.

2. That the alterative and astringent principles combined, as ex-
pressed by calomel and opium, have been most efficacious in bad
cases.

3. That the stimulant principle, of which brandy, ammonia,
ether, &e., stand chief symbols, has been attended with a mortality
of 54 per cent. And—

4. That the lafest improvement, the ¢ eliminative’’ method, of
which castor oil is the representative, returns 71'7 per cent. of
deaths.

This, then, is our statistically-ascertained position, as regards
the treatment of Cholera. We are just where we were a quarter of
a century ago. Our old familiars, calomel and opium, chalk and
laudanum, are our sheet-anchors now as then; and prospect of im-
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