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United States Department of Agriculture,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.

NOTICE OF JUDGMENT NO. 1845.

(Glven pursuant to section 4 of the Food and Drugs Act.)

MISBRANDING OF MINERAL WATER.

On February 15, 1911, the United States Attorney for the Northern
District of Texas, acting upon a report by the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, filed in the District Court of the United States for said district
an information against T. S. Richards and Frank Richards, doing
business under the name of the Star Well Co., Mineral Wells, Tex.,
alleging shipment by them, in violation of the Food and Drugs Act,
from the State of Texas into the State of Louisiana of a quantity of
mineral water which was misbranded. The product was labeled:
“Star Well Water. Natural mineral wells water from Mineral
Wells, Texas. This water cures rheumatism, stomach troubles, con-
stipation, insomnia. The Star water gives immediate relief to in-
digestion and cures nervousness in four days. This water has cured
thousands of every ailment and can not be equalled for any disease
pertaining to the human system. A specific cure for the appetite for
all alcoholic beverages. This water cures female diseases, nervous
troubles,kidney and liver affections,biliousness and loss-of appetite.”

An analysis of a sample of the product by the Bureau of Chemistry
of this Department showed the following results:

Ions. Parts per million,
Phosphoric acid (PO.) None.
Metaboric acid (BO2) - None.
Arsenic acid (ASOs) o e None.
Silica (Si0:z) — 16.0
Sulphuric acid (SO4) o 2,108.0
Bicarbonic acid (HCOs) - 566. 0
Nitric acid (NOs) oo 5.1
Chlorin (Cl) oo 240.0
Bromin (Br) o None.
Todin (X)) oo None.
Iron and aluminum (Feand Al) o 0.7
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Tons. Parts per million.

Calcium (Ca) e 115. 4
Magnesium (Mg) - o 95.0
Potassivm (K)o 27. 8
Sodium (Na) oo 1,051.0
Lithium (Li) - 0.3
Ammoninm (NH,) Trace.
Oxygen (calculated) (O) .o 0.3

4,225.1

Hypothetical combinations.

Ammonium chlorid (NH.C1) . ____ ___ Trace.
Lithivm chlorid (LiCl) . __ e 1.8
Potassium chlorid (KCl) . _ o __ 52.1
Potassium bromid (KBr) ... None.
Sodium nitrate (NaNOs) .. _______ .. 7.0
Sodium nitrite (NaNO,) ___ __ None.
Sodium chlorid (NaCl) . _____ . . 352.4
Sodium sulphate (Na.SO4) o . 2,812. 1
Magnesium sulphate (MgSO,) . _________ 258. 8
Magnesium bicarbonate (Mg(HCOs)2) - _____. 257. 2
Calcium bicarbonate (Ca(HCOs)2) oo 466.7
Calcium phosphate (Cas(POu)2) oo None.
Iron and aluminum oxids (F'e:Os and AL.Os) . ______________ 1.0
Silica (S102) o 16.0

4,225.1

Misbranding was alleged in the information for the reason that the
product was branded as set forth above, whereas the water did not
possess ingredients having the therapeutic properties adequate to
effect the cures claimed on such labels, to wit, the water would not
cure rheumatism, stomach troubles, constipation, insomnia; it would
not give immediate relief to indigestion, or cure nervousness in four
days; and it had not cured thousands of every ailment; and it could
be equalled for any disease pertaining to the human system, and it
was not a specific cure for the appetite for all alcoholic beverages,
and it would not cure female diseases, nervous troubles, kidney and
liver affections, biliousness, and loss of appetite. )

On March 20, 1911, the defendant, T. S. Richards, entered a plea
of guilty to the information and the court imposed a fine of $25.

W. M. Havs,
Acting Secretary of Agriculture.

WasuineroN, D. C., October 24, 1912.
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