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The Recommendation.

Among many other Subscribers to
this Inflitution are the following
Minifters of the Gofpel, who have
not only given us their Money as
a Token oftheir Approbation,

hut
have earneftly recommended the
fame to the Patronage of others.

The Rev. Mr. Berriclge,
Rev. Mr. Hill,
Rev. Dr. Peckwell,
Rev. Mr. Jofs,
Rev. Mr. M. Wilkes.
Rev. Mr. Weft,
Rev. Mr. Durant.





THE

INTRODUCTION.

rp HI S Inftitution having had the
Approbation of, and been recom-

mended by fevcral Minifters of the
Gofpel, and alfo having received re-
peated Subfcriptions from feveral bene-
volent Gentlemen, to afiift ns in carrying
on the Lord’s Work, We need not mul-
tiply Words to fhew the Neceffity and
Utility of fuch an Ihftitutionj But we
think it our Duty to give the Subfcri-
bers to this Charity every Information
in our Power, in what manner their Mo-
ney is difpofed of, and likewife to in-
form them, that the Lord has been gra-
cioufly pleafed to blefs our Vi fits to the
Souls of feveral of our Fellow Sinners,
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by making us inilrumental in bringing
them to the Knowledge of Salvation,,
and in comforting and building up many
of God’s dear Children, who were call
down in their Souls ; likewife in reilor-
ing fome who had backilidden from
God.—'Thefe things we trull is what
we have moil in view, as no Member
has any temporal Benefit whatever ; yet
we defire to acknowledge, to the Glory
of God, that we find it very profitable
to our own Souls. Our Calls to vifit
are very numerous, and the DiftreiTes
of the Sick, Inductions’ Poor, are in
many Cafes very great: We therefore
humbly folicit the Continuance and
further Support of thofe Gentlemen
who have already fubfcribed to this
Charity Subfcriptions will alfo be
thankfully received from others who are
defirous to relieve the DiftreiTes ot the
fick, induilrious Poor. We hope the
Lord will ever keep us watchful againil
every Abufe, and humbly look unto
him for a Bleffing.



A N

ACCOUNT, &c.

)IvsC&o*\ H E Manner in which this Society
yii 'p j&. had its Origin was as follows ;

.;ls j’i Six Chriftian Friends ufed to meet
in Rotation at each other’s Houle

for Prayer and Singing, on a Lord’s-Day
Afternoon, during which time they had fre-
quent Calls to vifit lick People, in order to
pray by them ; and frequently feeing great
Diftrels, Compaflion excited to relieve them,
and fometimes to give more than was pru-
dent, being working men themfclves. (Du-
ring this manner of Meeting we defire to
notice one particular Circumftance : Being
one Day in Prayer together, a Perfon in the
Houfe overhearing, the Lord was pleafed to
make it the means of their Conversion.)

They continued to meet in this manner
for i'everal Months, frequently making Col-
lections amongft themfelves and Friends ;
But in order to have fomething before-hand



8
to take with them when the Lord was pleat-
ed to call them, and to make it more eafy
to themfelves, they thought it good to fol-
low the Apoftle’s Advice, to lay by fome-
thing on the firft Day of the Week. They
therefore commenced a Society on the fourth
Day of May, 1777, and agreed that each
Member fhould pay at leaft One Penny per
Week.

In anfwer to Prayer, others foon joined
them, fo that in the remainder of that Year
the Number of Vifits amounted to Fifty-one,
and the Sum diftributed among the Diftrefied
was 51. 17s.

In the Year 1778, the Number of Vifits
was One Hundred and Eleven, and 101. 12s.
was given to the Diftrefied.

In the Year 1779, the Number of Vifits
was One Hundred and Forty-feven,—given
to the Diftrefied, 121. 17s. 6d.

In the Year 1780, the Number of Vifits
was Two Hundred and Ninety-five j and
the Sum iilvci! lu x\x\. XOiflic/ItJ, a.QI. IS. 6d.

In the Year 1781, the Number of Vifits
was Three Hundred and Ninety-two, and
■ml. iqs. was given to the Diftrefied.

Towards the End of this Year (our Mo-
ney frequently coming far fhort, being oblig-
ed to leave many deferving Cafes unrelieved)
we made application to feveral Gentlemen
to affift us by Subfcription, but not being
very well known, and our Inftitution not
very well underftood, we obtained but four
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Subscribers this Year, yet the Hope of doing
Good to others, encouraged us to continue
our Applications for Subscribers.

Accordingly, in the beginning of the
Year 1782, after having got the Recom-
mendations of feveral Minifters, we fpent
a whole Day in making Applications for
Subscribers, when we had different Succefs
at different Places ; fome Spake rather roughly
to us, others received us kindly, gave us
their Subscriptions freely, approved of our
Plan, and wifhed us Succefs, amongft whom
were fix Perfons who generoully Subscribed
3 Guinea each, and feveral others have fince
favoured us with their Subscriptions, which
has much increafed the USefulneSs of this
Society.

In the Month of O&ober, we received a
Ten Pound Note, inclofed in a Letter from
a Gentleman, whofe Benevolence the Poor
have ofttimes happily experienced, wherein
he was pleafed to fay, he much approved
of our Proceedings, and hoped a Covenant
God would be with us, and make us inftru-
mental of much Good to the Bodies and
Souls of many.”

By the kind Affiftance of Subscribers, and
our own weekly Colle&ions, the Number
of Vi fits this Year, 1782, to Obje&s Tick
and in Diftrefs, was Nine Hundred and
Seventy-five; and the Sum of 1121. 15s.
was given to the fame, from Two to Four
Shillings each, according to the Number of
the Family and greatnefs of the Diftrefs.—
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Thus hath the Lord been pleated to own
and blefs our weak Endeavours: To His
Name be all the Praife.

With regard to the Spiritual Good this
Society have been inftrumental in doing, as
weak Infiruments in the Hands of the Lord,
it is not in our Power to give a full account
of, for it is laid, 44 Cate thy Bread upon
44 the Waters, for thou fhalt find it after
44 many Days”— yet we have thought it
right to relate a few Cafes, well known to
many amongft us, for the Satisfadlion and
Encouragement of the Subfcribers to this
Society in general.

The firft Fruit of our Labour of Love
was a poor lame Woman in Keatc-Street, Spi—-
talfields, who was called by the Inftramen-
tality of this Society about a Month before
her Death; fhe was a Woman who before
lived an immoral fo tlin-t the OtlSllgC
which Divine Grace made in her Was evi-
dently feen by thofe about her ; her Words
a little before her Death were very expreflive
of the Love of God which fhe experienced
in her Soul, and with Wonder and Admi-
ration at what the Lord had done for her,
fhe died very happy in the Faith of Jefus
Chrift.

A Man and his Wife, and two Children,
fick with a Fever, who lived in Whitehall~
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Yard., Bethnal-Green, were vifited by the
Members of this Society, during their Sick-
nefs; the Lord was pleafed to take both the
Children by Death, and to bring both the
Man and his Wife to the Knowledge of
.Salvation, by the Victors from this Society,
The fame Man, after his Converfion, called
t>n an old Companion in fin, to perfuade
him to go with him to hear the Word of
f}od, who complied with the fame, where
the Lord was pleafed to meet with him. It
dfo pleafed God, foon after his Converfion,
to afflidf this Man with Sicknefs, which
ended in his Death : During his Sicknefs,
he was vifited by this Society, and in vlfiting
the Hufband, the Lord was pleafed to make
us inftrumental in bringing the Wife to the
Knowledge of Himfelf, who is now a Mem-
ber of this Society.

A poor Woman in a Decline, in Crompion-
Streety Clerkenwell, was vifited by the Mem-
bers of this Society ; fhe was very ignorant
in fpiritual Things j when afked what Hope
fhe had for Krernity ? (he faid, 44 fhe had
faid her Prayers, and done many good things,
and that God was merciful, therefore con-
cluded all was well.” She was told that
God was juft and Righteous, as well as mer-
ciful ; and if fhe had not kept the whole
Law, fhe was under the Curfe of it, with
many other things, which the Lord was
pleafed to follow by Convicftion, which
-nded in her Converfion. A little before her
Death fhe defired her Friends to let the
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Society know that they were the Means t>:
bringing her to the Knowledge of Salvation.
She died very happy.

A young Man, in a deep Confumption,
was vifited by the Members of this Society
he was very ignorant of the Way of Salva
tion j the Hope he gave us of Eternity war
that he was not fo bad as many others, an
that he depended on God for Mercy ; h
was told with refpe& to his Goodnefs, tha*
he was a Sinner in the Sight of God, anc!

no better than the vileft ; which he faid, h
could not believe ; but the Lord was pleafe
to blefs the Exhortation, and convince hir
that he was a great Sinner, which made hir
cry earneftly for Salvation : The Lord wa
pleated to fatisfy the Defire of his Soul, an
he died very happy in the Faith of Jefu
Chrift.

A poor Woman, in Wells-Street, Oxford
Street, was vifited by the Members of thr
Society; flie lay many Weeks ill in a De
dine, was repeatedly vifited for fevera
Weeks, and tne Lora owned and blefle-
our Vifits-, and made us inftrumental in
bringing her to the Knowledge of Salvation •

She died, and left a good Teftimony behinc
her, that (he is gone to be with Jefus.

A poor Man, in Habcrdajhers Almshoufe
was vifited by this Society : Pie acknow
lodged he was very ignorant of God and hn
Ways; laid he had been a great Sinner; h,
was told of the awful Gonfequence of Sin,
and at the fame time that Chrift was the
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only Saviour of loft Sinners, that there was
Redemption through his Blood, the Forgive-
ness of Sins. In vifiting him afterwards,
he faid God had bleft our Vi fit to his Soul,
and we have reafon to believe he died in the
Lord. A little before his Death he faid,
“ I wifh I could believe,” and that he hoped
God would appear unto him as his recon-
ciled Father in Chrift. The lall Word he
was heard to fay was, c< Lord, fave me, or
] perifh.”

1

The laft Perfon we would now mention.
Was a Woman in Slaughter-Street, Bethnal-
Green, called by the Inftrumentality of this
Society about ten Weeks before her Death :

It was not long after the Lord convinced
her of Sin, before he appeared to her as a
God of Love in Chrifl Jefus ; her Difeafe
was a Confumption ; at times fhe laboured
under great Pain of Body, but fhe enjoyed
much of the Prefence-of God. We found
it very good to our own Souls to vifit her.
A little before her Death fhe was afked, if
Jhrifl was ftIH precious ? /lie faid, “ He
vas more and more precious to her Soul,
and that fhe could fay with the ApofUe,
that fhe had a Dejire to depart, to he with
Cbrijl.” She died very eafy, and very happy
in the Lord; and fhe acknowledged feveral
times, that this Society was the only Means
of bringing her to the Knowledge of the
Lord.

Others, we have reafon to hope, are now
under faying Conviction of Sin, and are
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fecking the Lord in Sincerity: Amongwhom is an aged Widow, Ninety-one Yearsof Age.

Christian, wouldft thou in Grace excel,
Wouldft thou enlarge thy Store ?

Ufe what thou haft with liberal Zeal,
And God will give thee more.

“ Let not thy facred Talents lie
Conceal’d beneath the Ground,

But blefs thy Fellow-Chriftians, by
The Treafures thou haft found.

u Comfort the Feehle and Opprefs’d,
With Tokens of thy Love,

Then fhall thy Soul be well refrefh’d.
And water’d from above.

“ Shew kind Affe&ion, fpecial Care,
To the afHitfted Poor;

Give freely what thou haft to fpare.
And God will give thee more.

** The liberal Heart, the liberal Hand
Jehovah deigne; to blefs '

By fuch he will moft furely ftand.
And keep them from DL^lrefs*.,,

For further Particulars refpe&ing the
Manner in which this Society is condu&ed,
•we fubmit to the Subfcribers the Perufal of
the following Rules.

* The above Verfes were wrote by an affixed Young
Woman : See “ Songs in the Night,” lately publidied.
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RULES and ORDERS

TO BE OBSERVED BY THE MEMBERS

OF THIS SOCIETY,

I.

THAT Every Perfon ddirous of becom-
ing a Member of this Society, fhall

be recommended by one of the Members
thereof, and the Stewards then a&ing {hall
afk the faid Member concerning the Walk
and Converfation of the Perfon recom-
mended.

11.
That every Perfon, at his or her Entrance

{hall pay Three-pence, and Three-pence for a
Book of Orders, &c.

111.
That this Society lhall admit as many

Members of Brothers and Sifters as may be
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inclined to enter, provided they are thofe
we have reafon to think are fceking the
Lord in Sincerity,

IV.

That Twelve of the Members fhall ferve
(by Election) as a Managing Committee,
for fix Months, to meet the laft Thurfday in
each Month, at Eight o’Clock in the Even-
ing, or oftener if found needful, to tranfadl
fuch Bufmefs as they think neceffary for the
Good of this Society, the Refult of which
Bufmefs fha 1 be laid before the Society, the
Lord’s-Day following, for their Approba-
tion : And if any Member of this Society
fhall have any thing to relate which does
not immediately concern the Bufmefs of the
Lord’s-Day, they fhall apply to the faid
Committee, at their aforefaid Meeting, or
when they fhall appoint, fo as the Bufmefs
of the Lord’s Day may not be impeded.

V.
That Sjv nf fhf C'ornm’H-o« fhc>ll cho—-

fen every Quarter, in the following manner ;

On every general quarterly Meeting, the
Members then prefent fliall be feparately
called upon by the Clerk, beginning at the
fenior Member, if they chufe to ftand Can-
did; CCS, untill the Number of Twelve.
But if that Number fhould not offer thetn-
felves, then the fenior Member of the Jaft
Committee fhail nominate fuch Member or
Members as he thinks fit.
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vr.

That Four of the Committee, in Rota-
tion fhall meet every Lord’s-Day, to atSt as
Stewards, Two to receive the Monies paid
in, and Two to receive Petitions from thole
Members who have been called to vifit the
Sick, and Teen their Diftrefs ; and the faid
Stewards fhall vifit thofe whole Petitions are
accepted, or appoint fome others in their
room, and fhall a£t as they fee meet (fo far
as the following Rule will admit), and the
Stewards or others fhall the next time they
attend the Society give fome Account of the
Objects they vifited.

VII.
That not lefs than STwo Shillings (ball be

given to any Objedt prefented to this Socie-
ty, nor more, except there is Ten Shillings
in the Box, then they may give ftmo Shillings
and Sixpence $ ifFifteen Shillings in the Box,
"Three Shillings ; if Twenty Shillings or more
in the Box, then Four Shillings, if Neceflity
requires it. And every Member fhall pay
into the Box, at kaft Qne Penny per Week,
or more if they think proper.

VIII.

That any Member or Members having
Objects of Diftrefs to prefect for Relief to
this Society for themfelves or others, fhal]
be in the Society-Room by Three o’Clock,
and &all .produce a plain, written Diredion,
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where the faid Obje&s of Diftrefs may eafily
be found ; and no Objedt of Diftrefs ftiall
be prefented for Relief in any other Mem-
ber’s Name, but in the Name of the Mem-
ber, who firft prefented the fame during
that Illnefs.

IX.

That the Steward fhall a& every Peti*
tioner, by what Providence of God they
were called to vifit the Objedl they prefent ?

and if it can be proved that the faid Objeft
was fought after, he ftiall not be relieved :

But if any Difpute fliould arife concerning
any Matters of this Society, it ftiall imme-
diately be put to a Ballot.

X.
That as in fome Cafes it may not be pro-

per for the Stewards to vifit, therefore they
ftiall be at Liberty to nominate Two of the
Sifters, whom they think proper, to vifit in
their room.

XI.

That no Member ftiall receive any Fee or
Reward, nor any temporal Relief from the
Society, on any Pretence whatever.

XII.

That no Petition ftiall be accepted for the
Relief of Lying-in Women, except they
have lain in one Month,
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XIII.

That the Monies fubfcribed and collected
Tiall be given only to thofe who are fick and
n Diftrefs, whether Profeflbrs or otherwife,

Perfons in Workhoufes and Hofpitals ex-
cluded.

XIV.
That the Hours of Meeting be from Two

to Four on the Lord’s-Day Afternoon; at
which time the Meeting to be opened and
concluded with Prayer.

XV.
That if any Member hears or knows any

thing immoral in his Brother or Sifter, they
fhall in Love reprove them alone ; they not
regarding the Reproof, the Thing then to
be communicated to Two Brothers or Sif-
ters, and if that has not the defired Effeft,
they fhall then be prefented to a general
Meeting ; after which if they continue
dened, they fhall be excluded the Society,

XVI,

That thofe Members who negledf clear-
ing the Book on the firft Lord’s-Day in the
Month, fhall be deprived of the Liberty of
prefenting any Perfon for Relief during the
faid Month.

xvir.
That there fliall be a Feaft of Love annu-

ally on Chrijlmas-Dayy when the Accounts
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of this Society {hall be reported to the Soci-
ety at large ; at which time ail who are feri-
ou(ly inclined may be admitted; at the
Conclufion of which a Collection fhall be
made for the Benefit of the Box.

N.B. Subfcriptions are received at the
Society-Room, or by the Clerk or Stewards
of this Society, on their producing the Sub-
feription Book of this Society.

Any Perfon inclined to bequeath
a Legacy to this Society, by his laft
Will, is defired to do it in the follow-
ing Form.

ltem, I give and bequeath unto
A. B. and C. D. the Sum of upon
Truf, to the Intent that they or one of them do
pay the /hyyte ir\ ih* f'Jarh (far ihp hang)
of a Society , who now call them]elves u The
United Society for Vifiting and Relieving
the Sick,” infiituted in the Tear 1777, which
does, or lately did, meet in the Willow-Waik,
St. Agnes le Clair, near the Tabernacle, Moor-
Fields ; which [aid Sum I defere may be applied
towards carrying on the charitable JDeJigns of the
faid Society.

FINIS.
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