
STATUTES

OF THE

MEDICAL SOCIETT

O F

LONDON;

INSTITUTED

M DCC LXXIII.





PREFACE.

jyO THIN G has contributed more to the advancement
of fcience, than the eflablijhment of literary Societies.

Thefe excite a generous ardour in liberal minds
,

and raife
even envy itfelf into ufful emulation,

The principal part of our knowledge muji he ever derived
from comparing our own obfervations with ihefe of others.
In this view the utility ofSocieties , which afford an opportu-
nityfor the mutual communication of our thoughts , muji
befufficiently apparent. Books cannot folve all our difficul-
ties ?ior will the obfervations made in other ages and cli-
mates, hold always true in our own.

The objeCi of the Medical Society of London is,
to give practitioners in medicine frequent opportunities of
meeting together , and conferring with each other, concerning
any difficult or uncommon cafes which may have occurred ;

cr communicating any new difeoveries in medicine which
have been made

, either at home or abroad.
Papers, which tend to the advancement of the fcience,

will be received by the Society ; and fuch as may be deemed
worthy of publication , carefully preferved, until fufficient
matterfor a volumeJhall be collected.

In order to excite practitioners to bring thoje talents to

light, which would oiherwife lie buried, and ufelefs to the
community, the Society have refolded to holdforth honorary
rewards to thofe who Jhall improve the medical art: and
although this has not been hitherto attempted in thefe king-
doms., yet they hope that their example may appear not alto-
gether unworthy of imitation.

The Society has likewife founded a medical library , that
its members may obtain an eafy accefs to the beji ancient and
modern authors.

Animated with thefe defigns, the Society Jubmit theirplan
to the conffideration of the Faculty in general, whofe affift-
ance is requejicd, in order to render it extenjively beneficial
to mankind.



CHAP I.

Of the Qualifications, Elcttlon, and /fdmijffion of
Mcmßcrs.

I. rriHE Society fhall confift of Phyficians, Surgeons,
A and Apothecaries; and others, verfed in fciences

connected with medicine; divided into Fellows, Hon-
orary, and Correfponding Members.

2. The Fellows alone fhall direct the affairs of the So-
ciety, and be eligible to any office,

3. No perfon ihall be eligible as a Fellow, unlefs refl-
dent in the city of London, or within feven miles there-
of ; nor fhall any perfon refiding within that diflance,
be eligible as a Correfponding Member.

4. No Phyfieian fhall be eligible as a Fellow, who is
not a member of the college of phyficians of London,
or who does not produce a diploma, and teftimonials of
his haying ftudied medicine regularly at fotne univerfity.

5. No Surgeon fhall be eligible as a Fellow, who has
not been approved of by the court of examining Sur-
geons of London,

6. No proprietor of any empyrical noflrum can be a
member.

7. Every candidate for admiffion as a Fellow of the
fociety, muff be recommended by three or more Fellows
on their perfonal knowledge; but the recommendation of
a Correfponding or Honorary Member may be founded
on an acquaintance with his character or writings,

8. The recommendation, containing the profeflion and
place of abode of the peifon pjopofed for election fhall







5
be delivered to one of the Secretaries, and firft read in
the council; that they may be fatisfied that the perfon
recommended has been informed of the regulations of the
Society, and is eligible according to its flatutes : It (hall
then be read at the enfuing meeting of the Society, and
hung up in the common meeting room for three fucceed-
ing ordinary meetings, if the recommendation be of an
honorary or correfponding member; but if of a fellow, it
fhall be hung up for fix ordinary meetings; and on the
laft of thefe meetings, the votes fhall be taken by ballot,
if eight Fellows be prefent; and if three fourths of the
Fellows prefent ballot in favor of the candidate, he fhall
be declared duly defied.

9. If it appear upon the ballot, that the perfon pro-
pofed, is not defied, no notice thereof fhall be taken
in the minutes.

10. The ad million of every perfon who may be chofen
a Fellow, fhall he at feme ordinary meeting, when, after
he has paid his admiflion line, he lhall fign the follow-
ing obligation ; viz.

We whofe names are hereunto fubjeribed, promife, that
zue will endeavour to promote the honour, and objerve the

fatutes and regulations of the Medical Society of London
)

as long as we Jhall continue members thereof.
11. The Prefident fhall then take him by the hand,

faying,
In the name, and by the authority of the Medical Society

of London,
I admit you a Fellow thereof,

12. If any Correfponding Member fir all come to re-
fide in London, or within feven miles thereof, and de-
fere to continue in the fociety, notice thereof lhall be
hung up in the meeting room for three fucceffive nights:
and on the third he fhall be baliotted tor as at ellow, and
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if clc&ed, fliaU be admitted on making the ufual oay-
ment and figning the obligation. tx.jfk t,

17. Any Fellow, going to refide in the countryjliall,
ifbe d lire it, be confidered as a Correfponding Member
during his abfence.

14. Perfons of diftinguifhed chara&er, eminently
verfed icicnces conneftedwith medicine, may be ele&ed as
Honorary Members.

15. Honorary and Correfponding Members, fhall have
the privilege of being prefent at all meetings of the So-
ciety.

CHAP. 11.

Of the. Payment of AdmiJJion Fines , Annual Conlrlbur-
lions,

1. Every perfon elefted a Fellow, fhall pay the fum of
Two Guineas , as his fine of admiffion, and One Guinea,
for his firft years contribution.

2. Every Fellow fhall pay to the Society, one guinea
annually.

3. If any Fellow fhall advance the fum of ten guineas
above his admiffion fine, or, at any period, the fame fum
above all arrears then due, he fhall be exempted from all
future payments.

4. No fine, or annual payment is expe£led from Hon-
orary or Correfpouding Members.

5. If any perfon negleft to pay his admiffion fine
within two months after being eledfed, unlcfs prevented
by feme unavoidable impediment, his ele&ion fhall be
void, and he fhall be incapable of being propofed again
for the fpace of one year.

6. No perfon fhall have a vote in the Society, whofc
annual contribution is unpaid.
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?. If any Fellow (hall negledf the payment ofhis an-

nual contribution for two years, he (hall, at the end of
•two months after notice thereof has been given him by
the Secretary without effeft, be no longer a member.

CHAP. HI.

Of the Officers and Council, and their eledion.
I. To conduct the affairs of the Society, there (hall

be annually ele6led a Preftdent, Treafurer, Librarian,
three Secretaries, and the feven following Committees,
(each confiding offive members) who together (hall con-
flitute the Council.

COMMITTEES.
f. Theory and Prafiicc.
11, Anatomy and Phyjiology.
Hi. Surgery.
IV. Midwifery.
V. Materia Medicat and Pharmacy »

*

-

VI. Botany and Natural Hijiory,
VII. Natural Philofophy and Chemlflry.

2. This election (hall be by the firft gene-
ral meeting.

3. A particular fummons fliall be fent to everyFellow,
together with two printed lifts, at leaft three days before
the time of election : One of thefe lifts ftiall contain the
name of every Fellow, with marks affixed, fhewing what
office he has formerly held, or now holds in the Society.
The other ftrall have the offices printed, with blank fpa-
ces left for inferting the names of perfons thought pro*
per ffir each department.
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4. Every Fellow balloting, fliall deliver his name to

one of the Secretaries, and afterwards put either the
printed lifts filled up, or a written one, into the bal-
lotting box.

5. The ballot (hall begin as foon after the hour of one,
as eight fellows fliall be prefent i and be clofed at two
o’clock.

6- The fcrutiny fliall begin at two o'clock, and the
lifts fliall be examined by an officer, together with three
Scrutineers, drawn by lot by the Prefident.

7. Should a lift contain more names to fill up any
department than arc proper, the irregular part fliall be
fet afide, and the remainder taken, as if no fuch miftake
had exifted.

8. No perfon fliall be eligible to any office, if twelve
months in arrear when the lifts are ordered to be printed,
which fliall be done by the Council, eight days at
leaft before the election.

9. If any doubt or difficulty fliould arife during the
election, it fliall be determined by the majority of the
Council of the preceding year then prefent.

If any vacancy happen between the anniverfary
eleftions, it fliall be filled up by ballot.

CHAP. IV.

Of the Prejident .

I. The Prehdent fhall take the chair at all meetings
of the Society. He {hall regulate all debates, and prevent
any from being profecuted upon trivial fubje&s. He
{hall hate and put all queftions, according to the inten-
tion of the movers. He fhall fummon all extraordinary
meetings of the Society, and enforce the execution of
their ftatutes.







9
2. In the Prefident’s abfence, the Treafurer, or Libra-

rian, and in their abfence, the fenior member of the
Council or Fellow of the Society who is prefent, fhall
take the chair for that meeting

3. The Prefident fhall have a fecond vote, when the
fuffrages are equal,

4. The Prefident, whilft in the chair, fhall be covered,
except when addrelfing himfelf to the whole Society,

CHAP. V.

Of the Treafurer.

1. The Treafurer, or fome perfon appointed by him,
fhall receive all money due to, and pay all money due
from the Society; and keep an account of all fuch receipts
and payments.

2. The Treafurer’s accounts lhall be audited by the
Council immediately before two general meetings of the
Society, or at any other time when they require it.

3. No fum of money exceeding five pounds fhall he
paid, except by order of the Council.

4. All fums of money for which there fhall be no
prefent occafion, fhall be laid out in fuch fecurities as the
council may approve.

C FI A P. VI.

Of the Librarian
, Library, and Mufeum.

I. The books fhall he properly arranged, and each
volume diftindlly numbered. An alphabetical catalogue
fhall be kept of all the printed books, exprefling the edi-
tion of each, place where printed, date, fize, price, and
number as it hands in the library. A feparate catalogue
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fhail be kept of the manuferipts, ranged under proper
heads. Thefe catalogues fhail be always open for the
infpe&ion of every member.

2. A printed paper fhail be affixed to each volume, con-
taining the name of the Society, the number of the book,
and an abflra6l of the laws relating to the receiving and
returning of books; and if it were prefented to the So-
ciety, the donor’s name fhail be entered in it.

3. Any member fliall have the liberty at ftated times
of vifiting the library, and reading and taking extrafts
from the books ot manuferipts.

4. Every member defiring a book, (hall apply for it
between the hours of fix and eight in the evenings on
IVlondays, and five and fix on other evenings, and fhail
write down on a flip of paper, the number and title, and
fhail fign and date it: The Librarian or his deputy fliall
file the paper, and deliver it back, or cancel it, when the
book is returned to the library; and any perfon taking a
book without fuch written acknowledgement, fhail
forfeit three times its value.

5. If a book, when feat for, be in the pofleffion of ano-
ther member, ananfwer fhail be returned, containing the
name of the perfon who has it, and the time when taken
out of the library.

6. No member fliall have more thantwo volumes at a
time in his pofleffion.

7. Any member detaining a pamphlet or volume in duo-
decimo above one week ; an offavo two weeks; a quarto
three weeks j or a folio four weeks, fliall be liable to a
penalty of one, two. three, or four {hillings, in propor-
tion to the fize, for each week he fhail detain it, pro-
vided fuch penalty exceed not half the value affixed to
the book by the council.

8. The council fliall defignate certain manufciipts
and hooks of value, which fliall not be taken out of the
library, without their written permiffion.
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g. All pamphlets and books fhall remain in the library

for the fpace of one, two, three, or four weeks, (accord-
ing to their fize,) after they have been received.

10 A member who fhall lofe, or injure a book belong-
ing to the Society, fhall replace it, or make fuch compen-
fation as the council may think proper.

11. No member, without leave of the Librarian or his
deputy, fhall take any book from its place,

12. All books fhall be returned before the general meet-
ing in March, for the infpeftion of the Librarian on enter-
ing into his office. Every perfon negle&ing to return a
book at that time, fhall forfeit half its value.

13. No book fhall be purchafed, unlefs by order of
council.

14. No book or pamphlet fhall, at any meeting, be
fuffered to lie on the table, excepting thofe prefented the
fame evening.

15. The Librarian fhall alfo have the care of the mu-
feum, no article whereof fhall be removed without his
permiffion.

CHAP. VII.

Of the Secretaries,

1. There fliall be three Secretaries ; viz. Two in ordi-
nary, and one for foreign correfpondence.

2. All papers intended for the ufe of the Society, fhall
be delivered to one of the Secretaries, who fhall lay them
before the Council.

3. The Secretaries fhall keep an exa£t account of ali
the tranfa6lions of the Society.

4. They fhall read the minutes of the former meeting,
and alfo any papers which have been referred to the So-
ciety by the Council,
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5. They fhall preferve carefully the hooks relative to
the tranfa&ions of the Society, and alfo all papers com-
mitted to their charge. Thefe they ftiall arrange in pro-
per order, and have ready for the infpedion of the Society
at all meetings.

6. They fliall mark the time when any paper is deli-
vered to them, that no perfon may be robbed of the title
to a new thought or difcovcry.

7. One of the Secretaries {hall, Immediately after every
eleftion of a member, fend him notice thereof, with a
copy of the laws, if a Fellow.

8. One of the Secretaries fhall officiate at all meetings
of the Council.

CHAP. VIII.

Of the Council,

1. The Council fhall chufe from among their own
members, two chairmen annually, who lhall take the
chair alternately.

2. They lhall meet every Monday evenring at feven
o’clock, and have the power of adjourning to any future
day.

3. An extraordinary meeting of tbe Council may be
held at any time by order of the Prefident, one of the Se-
cretaries giving notice of fuch meeting to every member.

4. Five members lhall be empowered to tranfa£l bu-
hnefs,

5. All matters of complaint fhall be fir 11 laid before the
Council, who lhall bring fuch only, as they cannot adjuft,
before the Society.

6. The Council fhall record their proceedings in a
book kept for that purpofe.





CHAP. XIV.

Of Viftors,

Each member (hall have the privilege of propofmg two
vifitors at any ordinary meeting ofthe Society, and at the
general meeting on the Bth. ofMarch; whole names lhall
be entered in a lift; and they fhall be introduced as fooa
as it has been read over; and no vifitor fhall afterwards
be admitted without a particular order from the Prefi-
dent.

CHAP. XV.

General Laws.

1 All members fhall pay implicit obedience to the Pre-
fident, in the execution of his office.

2. Any perfon intending to fpeak in the fociety, fhall
rife and addrefs himfelf to the prefident.

3. bio member fhall fpeak more than twice upon any
fubjedl, until all the members prefent, inclined to fpeak,
lhall have delivered their fentiments.

4. When the determination of the Society is required
on a queftion, it fhall be taken by ballot, if fo demanded
by any Fellow.

5. No queftion fhall be put on any motion, unlefs the
motion be feconded.

6, When a motion is made and feconded, any Fellow
may move that the fenfe of the fociety be taken whether
fuch queftion fhall be put.

7* All queftions, excepting thole for which it is other-
wife provided, fhall be determined by a majority of the Fel-
lows prefent.

17
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8. No member fhall vote by proxy.
9. The Society fhall have power to adjourn for any-

time during the fummer feafon, fo that the adjournment
fhall not extend beyond the month of September.

10. The council fhall neverthelefs have power du-
ring fuch adjournment, to meet as often as they fhall
find it requifite, in order to tranfact fuch bufmefs, and
arrange fuch papers as may come before them.

CHAP. XVI.

Of the making and repealing Regulations.
1. No new laws or regulations fhall be made, nor old

ones repealed or altered, but at the fecond general meet-
ing of the Society or fuch fpecial general meeting as
fhall at any time be fummoned for that purpofe.

2. The making of new, and altering of old laws, or
regulations, fhall befirfl propofed in council; and if fuch
proportion be approved, it fhall be read in the Society
at leaft one month before a general meeting, and hung
up in the Society’s room until that time, when the quei-
tion refpedfing it fhall be determined by ballot.

3. If two thirds of the Fellows prefent ballot in fa-
vour of the propofed regulation, it fhall be declared a
law of the Society.

November iji, 1790.
James Sims, M. D. Prejidcnt,
J. C. Lettsom, M. D. Treafurcr,
Joseph Hurlock, Librarian.
W. Chamberlains,
J. Gibbs Ridout,
E. Bancroet, Ad. D,

Secretaries.
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