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On Sunday, December 20, 1885, I was sent for
to see Mrs. X., aet. 19, then in the fourth month
of her first pregnancy. I found her having sharp
uterine pains every ten to fifteen minutes. She
had been, as she declared, “ unusually well ” dur-

ing the previous months, and could assign no

cause for the threatened mischief. Upon the ad-
ministration of opiates the pains ceased and there
was no further trouble for about three weeks. At
this time a train of symptoms began which con-

tinued throughout the pregnancy. Mrs. X. went
to bed, refused food, seemingly did not recognize
any of the family, threw herself from side to side,
moaning constantly—in short, went through every
manoeuvre that an hysterical brain could contrive.
This would continue for four or five days, and
would be followed by an interval of about the
same duration whenthe patient would appear like
herself. Everyexpedient suggested for suchcases

was made trial of, but without permanent benefit.
Tonics were administered throughout.

On Friday, June 4, labor began. The day be-
fore violent motions of the child were felt, which

suddenly stopped. The os dilated slowly, the

pains were infrequent and short. Sunday morn-



2

ing, the patient beginning to become exhausted,
I applied the forceps and delivered a well-formed
dead child. The mother almost immediately be-
came as a different person. Within a week her
form rounded out, color returned to her cheeks,
and she declared that she ‘ ‘

never felt better. ’ ’

I saw Mrs. X. at intervals during the months
following, and some time in November learned
that she was again pregnant. She experienced
no discomfort and appeared as usual. On Febru-
ary 15, 1887, she went down town on a shopping
expedition, and while lunching at a restaurant
felt a sharp pain. She walked to herhome, some

nine blocks, and went to bed. I saw her within
an hour after her return and found her having
pains regularly. A foot protruded from the ute-

rus, and in a short time the labor was completed.
There were no unfavorable symptoms, and the

following day a desire was expressed to go back
and finish the lunch.

Both Mrs. X. and herhusbandwere greatly dis-

appointed at the result of these pregnancies, hav-

ing experienced much pleasure in the anticipation
of offspring. In April I learned that the third

pregnancy dated from the first of March. On

July 7 Mrs. X. came to my office complaining of

slight pains at long intervals. I advised rest in
bed and, when afterwards the pains increased in

frequency, I ordered full doses of opium, which
effectually controlled the difficulty. At this time

began again the train of symptoms observed dur-

ing the first pregnancy. There would be periods,
lasting for days, of hysterical-manifestationswith
intervals of quiet. There was a constant change
of symptoms. No two attacks were exactly alike,
though there were points of resemblance, such as

taking no notice of what went on in the room, re-

fusing to answer questions, complaining of her
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head, and refusing to touch food. However, food
left in the room frequently disappeared.

Once there was complaint of numbness in one

arm and inability to use the same. She was seen

through a partially opened door to be fanning
herself, using the paralyzed arm, but at the noise
made in opening the door the arm dropped as

though powerless. In October came a new troub-
le. Every few minutes the diaphragm would vio-

lently contract three or four times. Mrs. X. de-
clared that the motions were those of the child.
Aside from these movements she appeared natu-
ral. At this time Dr. Jos. Taber Johnson saw

her with me.

In November there were two periods when she
became violent and I feared she would harm her-
self or the child. She passed safely through
these, however, and on Decembers, 1887, she was

safely delivered of a well developed male child.
With the same elasticity before displayed she was

immediately herself, grew strong rapidly, and is

to-day in the best of spirits.
Briefly stated, Mrs. X. has been pregnant three

times. Each time there has been no trouble up
to the fourth month. -At this period she miscar-
ried once, and there was evidently danger of the
same the other times. After the fourth month
was completed the first and thirdpregnancies pre-
sented the same train of hysterical symptoms ac-

companied by weakness, pallor, loss of flesh and

constipation. The urine, though carefully exam-

ined at intervals, gave no trace of albumin. Noth-
ing afforded more than temporary relief. A blister
to the back of her neck gave good results; the
discomfort seemed to cause her to forget her or-

dinary troubles. A strong interrupted current
would likewise hold her attention.

Since December I have seen Mrs. X. frequently,
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and have noticed nothing unusual save a slight
twitching of the shoulder. A former servant of
her mother tells me that Mrs. X. had “spells”
at each monthly period while she was still in
school. During these spells she would moan and
throw herself about, not noticing others in the
room.

During the past six months I have attended a

brother and three sisters of Mrs. X., all of whom

presented nervous symptoms entirely incommen-
surate with the cause of the trouble.

The case is of particular interest to me at pres-
ent, for, since writing the above, I have learned
that Mrs. X. is again pregnant, or at least she
believes that she is, dating from April i. Grant-

ing that she is, is it not probable that there will
be some disturbance at the fourth month ? If this
trouble is overcome, w’ill there not follow the same

train of nervous symptoms that I have described ?
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