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CHARLES CHRISTOPHER PARRY.

[Read before the Society October 15, 1892.]

Charles Christopher Parry was born at Admington, Wor-
cestershire, England, August 28,1823,and died at Davenport,
Iowa, February 20,1890. His parents were in moderate cir-

cumstances, and to better their condition came to America
in 1832. They settled on a farm in Washington county,
New York, in a locality since made classical by the labors

of Dr. John Torrey. Parry early became acquainted with
Drs. Torrey and Gray, then engaged in the preparation of

their “ Flora of North America,” and, stimulated and en-

couraged by their friendship, he imbibed that love of nature

which was ever afterward the actuating-impulse of his life.

He graduated at Union College, Schenectady, New York,
and afterward took a medical course at the College of

Physicians and Surgeons, in New York city.
At the age of twenty-threehe moved to Iowa, settling at

Davenport, which thereafter remained his home, so far as

he had any abiding place. So far as known, he practiced
his profession for a few months only. In 1848 he began his
real work as an explorerby becoming associated with David

Dale Owen’s geological survey of the northwest. Flis first
collections were made along the St. Peter river and up the
St. Croix as far as Lake Superior. In 1849 he was appointed
botanist to the Mexican boundary survey, and the results of

his indefatigable enterprise are recorded in the publications
of that survey. His first field work with this survey was a

voyage by way of the isthmus of Panama to San Diego,
California. This was repeated in 1850, owing to the loss, in

a storm, of the previous collection. In 1851 he visited El

Paso, on the Rio Grande, and made extensive collections in

a region never before and rarely since visited by a botanist.
In 1861 he began, at his own expense, a series of explora-

tions in the Rocky Mountain region, particularly the higher
65—Bull.Phil.Soc., Wash., Vol. 12.
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mountain peaks of Colorado. This region was then almost

unknown botanically, and Dr. Parry fairly reveled in the

untrodden field and brought to scientific attention numerous

of its beautiful alpine plants. Those botanists who are so

fortunate as to have visited a high mountain peak and seen

in its native state the delicate, bright-colored floral wealth

can well appreciate the enthusiasm of a botanist who, like

Dr. Parry, had the good fortune to visit many an alpine
summit where almost every second plant was new to science.

It was an experience that has fallen to the lot of few botan-

ists, and it is little wonder that after this, exploration became

his passion. Perhaps one of the pleasantestincidents of this

work was the discoveryof the beautiful primrose that bears

his name (Primula Parryi).
In 1867 he became attached as botanist to that one of the

Pacific Railroad surveys which crossed the continent on the

thirty-fifth parallel. His abundant collections were described

in conjunction with Dr. Torrey.
In 1869 Dr. Parry was appointed botanist of the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, a position which he held for three years.
His work while thus connected was mainly of a routine

character, such as identifying and caring for the great collec-

tions which had begun to pour into the national repository.
It was work of a scientific technical nature, so much so, in

fact, that it was made the basis of action for his removal.

That his discontinuance in official life was regarded as a great
loss to botanical science is shown by the public letters of

Dr. Asa Gray and others written at that time.

It was while in Washington that Dr. Parry was elected to

membership in the Philosophical Society. He was elected

May 13, 1871, but, so far as the records show, did not take

part in any of its meetings. However, he remained inWash-

ington only a short time after his election, else the Society
would doubtless have been enriched, as was the Davenport
Academy of Science, which he helped to found,by contribu-

tions from his abundant resource of exploration and dis-

covery.
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In the season of 1878 Dr. Parry made, in company with
Dr. Edward Palmer, the first of his memorable botanical

excursions into some of the less known parts of Mexico. The
valuable collections there gathered were made the basis of a

series of elaborate descriptive papers by Dr. Gray. So fasci-

nated did Parry become with exploration that the remaining
twenty years of his life were entirely devoted to it, and he

visited and made collections in nearly all of the western

States and Territories. These collections were so exhaustive

and so carefully prepared that he came to be regarded as the

most distinguished field student of his time. Though he
wrote but little, our western flora cannot be touched at any

point without encountering the name of Parry. Hundreds
of species new to science were brought to light by him, and
more than fifty species bear his name. There is hardly a

characteristic western genusof plants but has a species named
in his honor. That he possessed the faculty of keen, philo-
sophical discrimination is shown by his treatment of the

difficult genera Ceanothus and Choryzanthe. He was unusu-

ally well fortified by a wealth of acute field observations, and

having studied in a living state most of the plants he mono-

graphed, was well qualified to pronounce on many vexed

questions of relationship. It is probable that had he lived
a few years longer he would have been prevailed upon to

put on record his views on many obscure questions of plant
affinities.

In stature Dr. Parry was below the medium, being about

five feet six inches in height. In complexion he was fair,
with hair and beard well silvered at the time of his death.
As a companion he was kindly, genial, and self-sacrificing;
as a botanical explorer he was indefatigable,acute, and thor-

ough, and nothing escaped him, and as a student he was

careful, discriminating, and eminently judicial.
F. H. Knowlton.
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