




Obituary Notice of Professor J. M.

Allen. The funeral obsequies of Dr J.
M. Allen were attended yesterday by a

large circle of friends and acquaintances.
The Rev. W. M. Harding, formerly settled
as the pastor of the Congregational church
in the native place of the deceased, and

long acquainted with the family, conducted

the services. The following is the sub-

stance of his remarks made upon this oc-

casion :
Dr. J. M. Allen was born in Princeton

in this State in the year 1815. and, in early
life, enjoyed only the advantages of a com-

mon school education in that quietagricul-
tural town. Having a great thirst for

knowledge, he fitted for college at Amherst

Academy, and entered Yale College in

1834. In 1838, he went to Philadelphia to

prosecute medical studies and attend lec-

tures. In 1840, he graduated at the Uni

versity of Pennsylvania, and immediately
became a teacher and lecturer on Anato-

my connected with a private institution,
where for years he had constantly over a

hundred medical students under his instruc-

tion. Afterwards be occupied .for. several

years the place of Demonstrator of Anat-

omy in the Jefferson Medical College, and

from there he passed to the Professorship
of Anatomy and Physiology in the Penn-

sylvania Medical College, which post he

held seven or eight years.

During this time he prepared and pub-
lished the American Medical Dissector, a

work which it is said possesses great merit

and is used as a text-book by medical stu-

dents throughout the country. Close and

continued application to professional duties

as well as to scientific and literarypursui s,
broke down his health and compelled him
to suspend his labors. At this time he had
a severe and lingering fit of sickness, from

which his constitution never fully recover-

ed. Some six or seven years ago he came

to New England to visit his friends and re-

cruit his health, making Lowell mainly his

home. On account of his feeble state of

health, he avoided ail public labors and

medical practice, except what incidentally
came into his hands, and most of this was a

gratuitous service for the poor, for whom

his sympathies were always warmly enlist

ed. and by n&ne (except his family and rel-

atives) will he be"so’ mueli missed or so

long remembered as by this class. Here

he was but little known, except to a few in-

dividuals and families who casually made

his acquaintance or sought his profession
al advice. IJging himself an invalid, he

sought a quiet and retired course of life

April 1st, being a very rainy day, be took





cold resultingin congestion of the lungs,
which, with organic disease of the heart and

liver, in a constitution already enfeebled,
afforded a very small chance of recovery.

He was confified" to his room only three

days.
Dr. Allen possessed talents of a high or-

der, and was distinguished as a scholar

from his boyhood. He was particularly
fond of the natural sciences, and, was a

student of nature in all its aspects. As his
attention was turned to the medical profes-
sion, he determined to lay a broad and deep
foundation in a thorough practical knowl

edge of anatomy and physiology. It is

doubtful whether any young man in the

country, contemporary with him, equalled
or surpassed him in so definite and com-

plete knowledge of these sciences, as well

as in pathology. In the course of his stud-

ies he examined over 1600 bodies after

death, and during the fifteen years in which

he was connected with some medical school

in Philadelphia, there came under his in-

struction over two thousand medical stu-

dents. He bad a wonderful faculty of se-

curing their confidence and respect as well

as inspiring an enthusiasm in their studies

and prospective pursuits. Another marked

feature in the character of the deceased was

modesty—a peculiar sensitiveness ; a retir-

ing disposition; never presumptuous or

officious ; always seeking to promote the

happiness and honor of others, and exceed-

ingly careful not to injure the feelings of

any one, no matter how humble, poor or

obscure the individual mightbe. He never

praised himself; surrounded by ad-

mirers, and on the hi|h road to distinction,
he was never elated or puffed up, and

scarcely ever in publifc or private discourse

did he refer to his| own labors or at-

tainments. In many respects he was like

a child ; simple minded ; of honest inten-

tions; distrustful of self, laboring for the

comfort, welfare and reputation of others.

He had a mind of grSat originality and in-

dependence,— investigating all subjects lor

himself, and forming his own opinions,
without calling any ope master. His stand-

ard of excellence was high. Into all moral

and religious sui jects he carried the same

original and independent thinking. The

Bible, especially thej New Testament, was

his constant compamion; 1,0 n,an l’ as

had more exalted vilws of Christ and his

mission.

Dr. Allen not excelled in medical

sciences but was a student well versed in

literature, philosphy and history. Had his

life and health been spared, the world

would hsve been benefited by his labors

and influence. His death is therefore a

loss not only to his friendsand relatives,
but to the world generally. —Lowell Daily
Citizen and News, April 10th.





Obituary. Dr. Jonathan M. Allen died
in this city, at the house of his brother, Dr.

Nathan Allen, Saturday morning. His
disease was congestion of the lungs, with

which he was seized last Monday night.
He had long been an invalid —suffering
from disease of the htart, which do u+ ties®
rendered the attack of his last complaint
more dangerous, and hastened its fatal ter-

mination. His age about fifty.
It is some five years since he came to

this city from Philadelphia. His health was

so impaired as to oblige him to give up the

professorship which he formerly held, that

of anatomy in the Pennsylvania-Medical
College, an office which he had filled for

several jears with distinguished honor.

During that period he published an elemen-

tary treatise on anatjomy and surgery—a
standard work amonglmedical men, and the
result of long and clqse application to pro-
fessional pursuits.

Since he came amongst us, he has not

been disposed to practise at all, except in

those cases which came to him incidental-

ly, and much of that was gratuitous to the

poor. Tlie pressure of illness has inclined
him to seclusion ; but the comparatively
few to whom he was known became wafjn-
ly attached to him, and speak cf him in

terms of high respect, and in tones deeply
saddened by his departure. They recall

with grateful yet sorrowful emotions the in-

terest which he always manifested in their

welfare, the patiencd and sympathy with
which he listened to them, and the earnest-

ness and fidelity with which he labored for

their relief, and to this was added the charm

of pleasant, affable and courteous man-

ners, and conversation enriched by various

and extensive reading and independent
thought. And now that he is gone, they
treasure up these remembrances, sorrowing
that they shall see him no more,—no more

listen to his counsels, nor rely upon his ad-
vice ; and in such tributes of respect are to

be found the best proofs, that he to w’hose

memory they are rendered has not lived in

vain.—Lowell Daily Courier, April 8th.
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