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PREAMBLE.

The pharmaceutical profession being one which demands

scientific training, skill, and integrity, and on which the

health and lives of men are often dependent to as great an

extent as on the medical profession ; it is meet that we, the

Pharmacists of the District of Columbia, should uphold and

elevate the standard of our corps to the utmost of our abili-

ty, and thereby eminently merit the respect and confidence

of the public. Believing that this end is attainable only
through our united and well directed efforts, and a liberal

and fraternal spirit among ourselves—

We, the Pharmacists of the District of Columbia, do hereby
join in one bond of union, and constitute ourselves one per-
manent Association, and adopt for our government the fol-

lowing Constitution, By-Laws, and Code of Ethics, for the

observance and maintenance of which we pledge ourselves

one to the other.





CONSTITUTION.

Article I.—Title.

This Association shall he called the Columbia Pharmaceu-
tical Association.

Article II.— Objects.
The objects of this Association shall be to secure coopera-

tion and concert of action in the advancement and diffusion
of a knowledge of pharmacy and its collateral branches of

science, and to promote the elevation of the professional
character of, and facilitate an open an d fraternal intercourse

between, its members.

Article III.—Members.

The members of this Association, after its original found-

ers, shall be persons of known proficiency and a practical
experience of not less than four years in the drug and

apothecary business, who shall be previously nominated,
and elected by ballot, and who shall pay an initiation fee of

three dollars, and also an annual contribution of a like

amount on the first Monday in January of each year.

Article IV.— Officers.
The officers of this Association shall be, a President, two

Vice Presidents, a Recording, and a Corresponding Secreta-

ry, a Treasurer, a Librarian, and a Curator, who shall be
elected annually by ballot, when a majority of the votes cast

shall decide their election.
The President, and, in his absence, the Vice President in

order, shall maintain the rules of parliamentaryproceedings
at all the meetings; the Recording Secretary shall keep the
records of the proceedings, and the Corresponding Secretary
conduct the correspondence of the Association; the Treas-
urer shall collect the dues, keep the accounts, and disburse
all payments on the order of the Association, signed by the
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President and countersigned by the Secretary; the Libra-

rian shall take charge of all books and pamphlets belonging
to the Association; and the Curator shall have under his
care the cabinet, together with all specimens, apparatus, &c.,
that may, by donation or otherwise, come into the possession
of the Association.

Article V.—Meetings.
The regular meetings of this Association shall be held on

the first Monday of each month, aTfd special meetings at

such times as the Association may determine. At these

meetings papers pertaining to Pharmacy and its collateral

branches of art and science may be read, discussions held,
and queries answered. Any visitor may be invited to speak,
or any topic interesting to the profession may be introduced
for consideration by a vote of the majority of the members

present. An annual meeting shall be held for the choice of

officers, and such other business as the Association may deem

necessary or expedient, on the occasion of the stated meeting
of the Association in April of each year. At the request of

any three members, in writing, specifying the object in view,
the President shall call a special meeting of the Association.

The Recording Secretary shall issue the notices for the meet-

ings at least one day previous to the time.

Article VI.—Exclusion of Members.

The Association reserves to itself the right to suspend or

exclude any member for sufficient cause.

Article VII.—Amendments.

This Constitution may be altered or amended, after notice

in writing at the nextpreceding stated meeting of the Asso-

ciation, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present.
Article VIII.—By-Laws.

The Association may establish for its government and

regulation such By-Laws, not conflicting with any article of

this Constitution, as may be deemed proper and necessary.



BY-LAWS.

I.—Qworwm.

A quorum of the Association for the transaction of legis-
lative business shall consist of not less than twelve members;
but any number of members may proceed with other busi-
ness.

II.—Visitors.

Any member of the Association shall be at liberty to in-

vite any number of visitors, not exceeding three, to attend

any regular meeting of the Association.

III.—Order of Business.

At the regular meetings of the Association, the order of
business shall be the following :

1. The Secretary shall call the roll and note the absentees.

2. Announcementby the Secretary of the proceedings of

the last meeting.
3. Introduction of any visitors who may be presented to

the Association.
4. Any unfinished legislative business.

5. Reports of committees of the Association.
6. Reports from officers.

7. Reception and reference of topics proposed for consid-

eration.

8. Reading of papers and discussions on scientific queries.
9. Miscellaneous business.

IV.—Debate.

No member shall, in debate, speak more than ten minutes
to the same question, unless by unanimous consent.



8

V.— Ownership of Papers.

Any member offering an accepted paper to the Associa-

tion may retain the ownership and control of the same upon
notice given at the time. Without such reservation, all

papers presented by members shall become the property of

the Association.

VI.—PwiZfcafton.

No paper read before this Association, if furnished to the

press or otherwise published, shall be issued in the name of

the Association without its special sanction.

VII.—Responsibilityfor Opinions.

All responsibility for matters of opinion advanced in the

papers presented to the Association shall rest with their

authors; and the Association shall not endorse the expressed
views of any of its individual members.

VIII.—Application for Membership and Election of Members.

The names of persons applying for membership shall, in

the first instance, be presented to the Association, in writing,
by two members at one stated meeting of the Association,
and referred to a committee of five members. And it shall

be the duty of this committee to notify all the resident mem-

bers of the nominations and the names of the nominees at

least one week previously to the next meeting. Then, if

reported favorablyby the committee, the candidates may be,
each separately, balloted for, when three negative votes shall

defeat their election.
This article of the By-Laws shall not be altered, amended,

or suspended, except by a unanimous vote at a stated regu-
lar meeting of the Association.

IX.—Honorary Members.

All such persons as, from their knowledge of pharmacy,
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chemistry, materia medica, and their collateral branches of

science, shall, in the opinion of the Association, merit that

distinction, may be elected honorary members of the Asso-
ciation, by a unanimous vote, at any regular meeting.
Honorary members shall be exempt from any pecuniary
obligations to the Association, and shall have no right to

vote or hold office therein, but shall enjoy all other rights of

active members.
This article of the By-Laws shall not be altered, amended,

or suspended, except by a unanimous vote, at a stated regu-
lar meeting of the Association.

X.— Officers pro tempore.

In the absence of any officer, a substitute, for the time

being, may be appointed, by a vote of any regular meeting.

XI.—Delinquents.

Members who shall prove delinquent in the payment of

dues to the amount of three regular assessments, shall, after
due notice of such delinquency, be stricken from the rolls of
the Association. The Secretary shall prepare, in concert

with the Treasurer, a roll of the members who are not in

arrears, and post it at each meeting; and no members whose

names are not on the roll shall be permitted to vote.

XII.—Committees.

All committees shall be nominated by the President, un-

less a ballot be required by the members, or they be other-

wise provided for by the By-Laws.

XIII.—Non-attendance.

Any member absenting himself, without sufficient cause,
from any regular meeting of the Association, after having
been duly notified by the Secretary, shall pay a fine of

twenty-five cents each time; and all money collected by the
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Treasurer as fines for non-attendance shall be appropriated
to the purchase of such valuable additions to the library as

the Association may direct.

XIV.—Miscellaneous.

In all such questions and points of order as are not
noticed in these by-laws, the Association is to be governed
by the established usages in similar societies and institutions.

XV.—Amendments.

These By-Laws may be amended, or any portion of them

suspended, by a vote of a majority of the members present
at any regular meeting, except Articles 8 and 9, concerning
the election of members, which shall require a unanimous,
vote for their modification or suspension.



CODE OE ETHICS.

Article I.

We consider pharmacy as an important scientific profes-
sion, of which we strive to be worthy members.

Article II.

We believe the practice of pharmacy distinct from the

practice of medicine, and consider it highly improper to in-
terfere in the one profession while we avowedly follow the
other. Therefore we positively decline to give medical ad-

vice, or to criticise openly the course of treatment adopted
by a regularly licensed graduate in medicine.

Article III.

We also declare our determination to disparage all profes-
sional amalgamation between Physician and Pharmacist for

pecuniary gain.

Article IV.

We believe that the professional comity which should

always exist between Physician and Pharmacist, dictates,
that neither should, under any circumstances, compromise
the reputation of the other, except in cases where law and

humanity make it an unavoidable duty. Therefore, we, the

members of the Columbia Pharmaceutical Association, will
observe that professional discretion to the last, and claim a

like consideration from medical practitioners.

Article V.

As pharmacists often know, from the medicine prescribed,
and from other circumstances, the nature of the disease of
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the patient; and as this disease may be one which the pati-
ent desires to conceal; therefore it becomes the imperative
duty of the Pharmacist to observe, in all cases of such char-

acter, a strict silence.

Article VI.

As many remedial agents exist, which are safe only in the

hands of those familiar with theirproperties, it becomes the

duty of the Pharmacist, in cases where no provision has been

made by law to restrict and regulate the sale of such drugs
and poisons, to dispose of them conscientiously and accord-

ing to the best of his careful judgment.

Article VII.

Believing that the best interests of the profession require
an open and liberal interchange of experience between its

members, we discountenance the use of secret pharmaceuti-
cal formulae.
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