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Article I. The Vital Statistics of New Orleans, from 1769 to
1874. By Stanford E. Ciiaille, A.M., M.D., Professor
of Physiology and Pathological Anatomy, Medical Depart-
ment, University of Louisiana.

EXPLANATORY.

In the January No., 1870, of the V. 0. Journal of Medicine
,

the
writer published Article I. (of pp. G7), on the “Vital Statistics of
New Orleans from 1709 to 18G9, and more especially for the five
years [preceding the war] 1856 I860;” and in the July No.,
1870, of the same Journal, Article II. (of pp. 36), on the “Yellow
Fever and Vital Statistics of New Orleans during its military
occupation, the four years 1862-5,” was published, The object
of the present article is to complete the subject by this the third
and last article on the Vital Statistics of New Orleans, for
especially the five years succeeding the war, 1866-70, and thus to
fulfil the purpose expressed in the two preceding articles. The post-
ponement of its publication to the present time has been due
chiefly to delay in procuring the necessary data from the U. S.
Census of 1870, and to the non-existence of any medical journal
in this city during the years 1871 and 1872.

While this article presents the statistics of the five years,



Original Communications. [July-

1866-’70, it is also, in large part, a resume of the two preceding
ones, and therefore treats of the Vital Statistics of New Orleans
from its earliest statistical records (1769) to the present time,
but more particularly for the fifteen years, 1856-1870. It is
believed that the statistics of no period in the history of this
city are likely to prove of such advantage for reference, as of
those fifteen years which show the contrast between series of
years, which were stamped with such momentous political
changes. As one result of the war, the records of these facts
were fast disappearing, and one object of these articles was to
rescue them from oblivion for the instruction of the future. The
labor undertaken is now gladly terminated, and, for the years
subsequent to those herein reported, the student of statistics will
find, in the Reports of the Board of Health, which, published
since 1869, have annually improved in value, all of the necessary
facts which are procurable.

This article is divisible into three chiefparts; the first part
states facts as to the popidation, the second as to mortality, and
the third gives eight statistical tables of figures derived from the
official reports. This last part is of course the most important,
for it is the source of most of the facts and conclusions presented
in the two other parts. Frequent use is made of such figures as
1866-70, for the purpose of designating the five years, therefore
in all such cases both years given are included. The fifteen years
1856-70 are frequently referred to as “the thirteen years 1850-
70 j” in all such cases the two years 1861 and 1862 are to be ex-
cluded, for the reason that there are no complete, official reports
of these years, and that the facts referred to, being incompletely
reported for these years, are therefore excluded. Such data as
are given as to these two years can be relied on. In order to
accord with the United States Census, the term “colored” is often
employed as synonymous with what is designated by the Board
of Health “Blacks and Mulattos,” and by people of education
generally negros or Africans.

In concluding this Introductory, particular attention is called
to the fact, that if any one practical lesson is specially taught by
the study of the Vital Statistics of New Orleans, this lesson is—-
that no one thing is so essential, for the rectification of the sani-
tary evils of New Orleans, as its proper drainage from the river
to the lake. To secure this, no pecuniary sacrifice would be too
great, provided that the necessary funds could be rightly ex-
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pended, and not diverted into the repleted pockets of rapacious
officials.

POPULATION, &c,

Jean Baptiste de Bienville, Commandant General of the King
of France for the Colony of Louisiana, founded the city of New
Orleans in 1718. Its site was inundated in 1719. In 1723 it
became instead of Mobile the capital ofLouisiana, and then con-
sisted of about one hundred log cabins. In 1728 it had become
an important commercial port. In 1702 Louisiana was ceded by
France to Spain, but the Spanish Governor, O’Reilly, did not
take possession until August 18th, 1709. In this year a census
of the population was taken for the first time: it numbered 3190;
of these, 1225 were slaves, and there were 408 houses. In 1775,
as also in 1785, the population was augmented by Acadians (re-
fugees of French descent) from British America, and in 1791 by
refugees from Jamaica. In 1797 the population was 8050. Spain,
in 1800, ceded Louisiana back to France, which did not take pos-
session until Nov. 30th, 1803, and retained it only twenty days;
for on April 30th, 1803, France had ceded Louisiana to the United
States, which took possession on Dec. 20th, 1803. March, 1804,
the United States divided the Province of Louisiana into two
territories, and designated the portion now known as Louisi-
ana the “Territory of Orleans,” which was admitted into the
Union as the State of Louisiana on April 8th, 1812. In this
year (January 10th) the first steamboat arrived at New Orleans,
and the second war with Great Britain began, ending January
8th, 1815, with the Battle of New Orleans.

Incorporated as a city in 1805, the population in 1810 was
17,242, which in 1850 had increased to 110,375. In 1852, the
Fourth District (formerly known as Lafayette), with a population
in 1850 of 14,190, was annexed to New Orleans. This population
of 130,565 in 1850 had increased in 1800 to 108,075, and in 1870
to only 173,703. In 1870 the Fifth District (know as Algiers, or
“Orleans Parish, right bank”), with a population of 0819, and the
Sixth District (known as Jefferson City), with a population of
10,836, were annexed to New Orleans, and increased the 173,703
of the old city to the 191,418 given in the United States Census.
Act 71, March 23d, 1874, added a Seventh District by annexing
Carrollton, with its population in 1870 of 0495. Thus the New
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Orleans of 1874 had in 1870 a total population of 107,013, which
now probably amounts to from 210,000 to 215,000.

These various annexations have been sources of some statis-
tical confusion. To avoid this, it must be remembered that New
Orleans, as it was bounded from 1852 to 1870, contained 168,075
population in 1800, and only 173,703 in 1870; but that, for the
mortality statistics, Jefferson City, with its population of 10,830,
is considered as having been a part of New Orleans. There is
thus given, as a basis for the prorata estimates of thepopulation
from 1860 to 1870 a total in 1800 of 108,075, and in 1870 of
184,599, These are the only figures which can be properly used
in calculations of the death-rate, and ifnot remembered, the esti-
mates of population, as given in the Tables, &c., will give rise to
useless discussion.

As to the estimateof the civil population during the four war-
years, 1802-5, the following facts deserve consideration. Jan. 26th,
1801, Louisiana seceded from the United States, April 25th, 1802,
it w as captured by the United States Navy, and on May lsi, 1802,
it was taken possession of by the United States Army. Between
these dates the population was much diminished by thousands
of citizens w ho became Confederate soldiers, and by thousands
of refugees. From April 9th to May 20th, 1805, all of the Con-
federates surrendered, and New Orleans wasrepleted to a greater
extent than ever before by its returning citizens, and by the
freedmen w ho then flocked to it in large numbers. Thus it is
certain that in 1802 its civil population was at its minimum, and
in 1865 at its maximum. The general opinion of intelligent citi-
zens who remained in New Orleans is that the population was
much diminished from May, 1802, to May. 1805. Dr. Harris, in
July, 1805, estimated that then “the total population, including
thepermanent or the transient military forces, was little less than
200,000.” Dr. J. J. Woodward,U. S. A. Surgeon General’s Ollice,
writes: “As to the civil population of Newr Orleans during the
period referred to, I have myself no doubt at all that the army
of camp followers, sutlers, traders, etc., far exceeded the number
of fugitives, and should not be surprised if, in fact, the civil
population were shown to be really larger than before the wmr,
but I know of no reliable reports bearing on the case.’’ Table
No. 5 demonstrates a fact inconsistent with Dr. Woodward’s
opinion, for it shows that the most marked diminution in the
deaths, during this time, occurred among those between the ages
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of twenty and forty, and therefore in that class especially which
iiad abandoned the city, and which would have been replaced by
those from twenty to forty years of age, if replaced by Dr.
Woodward’s “army of camp followers, sutlers, traders, etc.” For
these reasons, it is confidently believed that the estimates of the
civil population during the years 18G2-3-4-5, as given in Table
No. 1, &c., are over rather than under estimates, and that they
are approximations to the true figures, as favorable to the death-
rate as the facts and official reports permit.

These approximative estimates, even if they largely underrate
the true population, serve the interesting purpose of correcting a
misrepresentation, which, originating in 3862, has gained such
currency that it has become a part of the popular history of the
war, as written north of the Potomac. It is asserted with great
confidence, that the United States military authorities in New
Orleans did, by an efficient sanitary police, etc., not only protect
it from yellow fever (an assertion which the facts fail to prove, as
will be shown farther on), but also greatly improved its general
health and notably diminished its death-rate. Now, the only
official reports of the mortality of 1802-5 were furnished me by
the courtesy of Surgeon General Barnes and Dr. J. J. Woodward,
U. S. A., were first published in my article of July, 1870, and are
now republished in the various tables of this article. These, the
only official figures, prove beyond question that the death-rate
of the civil population of New Orleans was, during its military
occupation, absolutely increased rather than diminished, and
this to a notable extent, if these non-epidemic war years be com.
pared, as in fairness should be done, with those non-epidemic
years which immediately preceded and succeeded the war. The
correctness of these conclusions is established by additional facts,
which fortunately prohibit the usual quibbles (so popular wheu
death-rates are discussed) about the estimates of population.
For no one can claim that during the military occupation of New
Orleans, its population of children under 10 years, of men over
70 years, and of females was increased, and yet there was an in-
creased mortality of these three classes of the population. Staid
truth from the official figures has in this case, as in so many
others, a tedious chase to catch the flying falsehood of vain-
glorious opinion.

In New Orleans, as in other cities, there has always been dis-
satisfaction with the census, and if popular opinion is to be ac-
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cepted, then the population was very much under-estimated in
1870, as also always before; and therefore the death-rate neces-
sarily becomes greatly overrated. Of course, no one pretends
that the official figures are absolutely correct, nor denies that the
actual population may be greater than enumerated. But for the
calculation of the death-rate and all other practical questions, it
is of little consequence if the enumeration be not correct, even if
it furnishes an under-estimate; for the question of preeminent
importance is, whether the enumeration for New Orleans is as
correct as for other cities of the United States; or, in other
words, whether the census of New Orleans is comparatively cor-
rect.

The strongest argument against the United States Census is
that it has always been taken during the summer, when its popu-
lation was at its minimum. This argument has not the strength
popularly assigned it: for, in the first place, the census of all
other cities is also taken in the summer, and therefore is com-
paratively correct for New Orleans, except in so far as it may
have a larger number of summer absentees than other cities; and
iilthe second place, the apparent reasonableness of this objection
is invalidated by the method of taking the census. By the law,
“Assistant Marshals duly qualified” are required to certify on
oath to the following, among other things; that they have visited
every house, and have enumerated the name of “every person
whose usual place of abode,” “including the names of those tem-
porarily absent," was in said house, or family; and in addition,
every census taker is allowed “as compensation for his services,
after the rate of two cents for each person enumerated.” These
facts fail entirely to justify the assertions that a stmmer census
is i ecessarily an under estimate, and that the census of New Or-
leans is comparatively incorrect.

The invectives of this city against the census were as violent
as to preceding enumerations as to that ot 1870. To illustrate
how little reason New Orleans has had to complain of the census
officials of the United States, and of a summer census, the fol-
lowing facts are cited. During 1847-1859 the city officials took
the census three times, and the State officials once. Three of
these four enumerations gave a much less numerous population
than the United States Census. The fourth, in 1852, reported 8000
or less than six per cent, more than is yielded by a pro rata esti-
mate of the two United States Census of 1850and 1800; and since
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the latter was taken alter the four destructive epidemics of1853-4-
5-8, it becomes evident that even the city census of 1852 cannot
be claimed as having given any larger population than was in-
dicated by the United States Census. As to the objections to a
summer census, the city enumeration of 1847 was in March, and
gave 94,526, whilst the United States census indicated 112,000 •

and the city in 1859 enumerateditself in February 138,277, whilst
the United States Census indicated 164,400.

The newspapers have repeatedly urged that the United States
Census certainly underrated the population, for such reasons as
that an under estimate was proved by the number of its adult
male population, of its voters, of its school children, of its houses,
of its superficial extent, of the number of names in its annual
Directories, &c. Every one of these reasons has been thoroughly
examined, so that I assert without hesitation, that any intelligent
man can readily convince himself that they are all unfounded,
and that the citizens of New Orleans have thus far failed to
advance a single valid proof that the population has not been
enumerated by the United States Census with comparative cor-
rectness. Even if this be disbelieved, it remains true that the
student must resort to the United States Census, for there alone
Avill he find the data which are necessary, and which are con-
sistent with each other and with the well established laws of
population. This last jewel of consistency will be sought for in
vain in the ipse dixit estimates proclaimed in the newspapers,
and at the street corners. The tendency to exaggerate self and
its surroundings is natural, but weak; and no intelligent citizen
should encourage an over-estimate of population, for this pro-
duces two evils—it encourages the present gross abuse of illegal
voting, and it causes an uiuler-estimate of the death-rate, and
therefore ill appreciation of the true sanitary condition, Itecog-
nition of this must precede its correction.

All will admit that great changes in the population must have
been caused by the Avar which robbed New Orleans of a large num-
ber of its Avhite males from 20-40 years of age; and by tAvo results
of the war, viz., by the comparative cessation of foreign immi-
gration, which diminished especially this same class of the popula-
tion, and by the greatly increased immigration ofAfricans. That
these well known results are fully shown by a comparison of the
census of 1870 with thatof 1860,constitutes a strong confirmation
of the correctness of the census. Notwithstanding the fact that
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iii 1870 the population of New Orleans was 22,743 more than in
1800, yet in 1800 there were 11,100 more white males from 20-40
years of age than in 1870. The total white population in 1870 was
absolutely less by 3078 than in 1800, and this deficiency was sup-
plied, and the sole addition gained has been, by the great increase
of the African race. Of this population New Orleans had 24,074
in 1800, and 50,495 in 1870. In the doubling of this population
from 1800 to 1870 by the United States Census is found another
striking confirmation of its correctness; for the mortality statis-
tics derived from a totally different source (the city sextons),
report that the deaths of this population during 1800-70
doubled the deaths during 1856-00. Those who discredit
the census must acknowledge that this is, to say the least,
an extraordinary, coincidence. Cities seem naturally to attract
an excess ofAfrican females, and in 1800 there was in New Orleans
an excess of this class. The reduction of the white male popula-
tion would also be naturally attended with a comparative increase
of white females. For the various reasons now given, it is not
singular that the census, which reported that New Orleans in
1800 had 1537 more males than females, should report in 1870
that it had 10,800 more females thanmales. Of this 10,800 female
excess, 8,005 were from 15-30 years of age; 3003 were white, and
7797 were colored females; and of these 7797 there were 5050
from 15-40 years of age. An estimatebased upon the total popu-
lation and the total deaths under 1 year ot age in 1870 yields for
the number of births about G350, ar.d a similar estimate gives
4700 as the number of births in 1800. This great increase in the
number of births confirms the census report of a much increased
female population of child-bearing age.

Thus the Census shows that, comparing 1870 with 1800 New
Orleans slightly lost in its white and doubled its “colored”
population; lost most largely in white males from 20-40 years
of age, and gained largely in females from 15-40 years of age,
and especially in “colored” females.

Mortality.

Table No. 4 proves conclusively that, comparing the five years
1806-70 with the five years 1856-60, there has been a decided
diminution of the death-rate not only for the deaths from all
causes, but also for the non-epidemic deaths. It is believed that
this improvement is in part only apparent, and really due to the
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diminution of the unacclimated population of foreign birth, and
to the excess of the female population, for the death-rate of
females has always been less than that of males. Some real im-
provement is no doubt due io the facts that, the area between
the rear of the city and Lake Pontckartrain has been better
drained and cultivated; and greater attention has been paid to
sanitary matters. To this latter cause, however, no very bene-
ficial effects can be reasonably attributed so long as our privies,
gutters and streets, maintain their unenviable condition, and
thus continue to poison the most important of all foods, the air.

Mortality by Sexes and Nativities.

Table No. 5 presents all of the data procurable for calculations
of the death-rate of these classes. The general difference in non-
epjdemic years between the death-rate of males and females is
illustrated by the death-rates for the two years 1860 and 1870.
In 1860 the death rate for the total population was 43.5, for the
males 52.8, for the females 34.1 per 1000; and for 1870 the figures
for these three death-rates were respectively, 38.6, 49.4, and 28.
In these corresponding results of the census and of the sextons
is found another confirmation of the comparative correctness of
the census. If yellow fever epidemic years be taken, the differ-
ence is still greater between the male and female death-rates.
In non-epidemic years the death-rate of the foreign born is some-
what greater than that of the “natives of the United States,”
but in yellow fever epidemic years the foreign born death-rate is
very much greater. These facts prove that the least mortality
occurs in native born females. •

Mortality by Races.

The mortality of the negro has always exceeded that of the
white population, except during yellow lever epidemic years; for
this'disease attacks the whites more especially. This greater
mortality existed in New Orleans and other cities—certainly in
Charleston, Washington, Baltimore and New York—before the
war. Comparing the five years of freedom 1866-70 with the live
years of slavery 1856-60, it will be found that the death-rate
remains about the same; but if the comparison be made, for these
two periods of time, between the colored and white deaths, then
it will be found that the colored death-rate has relatively in-
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creased very much. For instance, during the four years 185G-60
(for 1858, a yellow fever epidemic year, is excluded), the colored
death-rate was about 44 and the white 39 per thousand; while
during the four years 18GG-70 (for 18G7, a yellow fever epidemic
year, is excluded), the colored death-rate was 43 and the white
only 30 per thousand. To what causes is this greater mortality
of the colored due? The official reports furnish such scanty
data on this subject that they are extremely unsatisfactory.
However, some of the causes are certainly—the greater ignorance
and improvidence of this race, and the greater mortality by
.'Small Pox, Choleraic Diseases, Consumption, Trismus Nascen-
rtium, Still births, and of children under two years of age. The
future of this race is involved in the question, whether it is natu-
rally increasing. The reports ot the Board of Health for the two
years 1872and 1873 are the only twowhich throwsome light on this
question, for these alone report the number of deaths respectively
of the white and of the colored children under two years of age.
Accepting, for 1872 and 1873, the population in 1870 of these
classes, the residt yielded is that in there were 154 deaths
in every 1000 of the white children unfier two years of age, and
298 of the colored children; and in 1873 these same data were
181 of the white and 335 of the colored. [Thus it is manifest that,
here in New Orleans, the mortality of the colored children
under, two years of age is enormous, whqp compared with the
mortality of the white children.

Mortality by Ages.

Table No,, 5 furnishes all of the data procurable,as to the dis-
tribution of fhe population and of the deaths by ages. From
these can be readily constructed the numerous and important
tables of ratios, which are ordinarily compiled fqr the purpose of
comparison.

If the five years 1866-70 be compared with the five yeqrs 1856-
GO, the former show a marked diminution in the mortality,of the
sum total of the children of both races, and therefore this
nut ion indicates a very great improvement as to the white chil-
dren; for, as has been shown, the colored population has more
than doubled, and the mortality of its children under ,twp years
ot age is comparatively enormous.

The estimated births in 18G0 are 4700, and the similarly esti-
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mated births in 1870 are 6350. In 1860 there were 49,300 females
from 15-55 years of age, and in 1870, 60,465. These figures indi-
cate that in 1860 there was one birth to every 36 of the total
population, and 95 births to every 1000 females from 15 to 55
years of age; while in 1870 these numbers were respectively 30
and 105. This increase in 1870 of the births to the total popula-
tion was due to the greatly increased population of females; and
the increase ofbirths to the number of females from 15-55 years
of age was due to the uuusually large number, in 1870, of females
from 18-40years ot age. That these differentfacts are consistent
with the Census furnishes additional confirmation of its correct-
ness.

Hygienists concur in regarding the mortality of infants under
one year of age, as one of the best tests of the sanitary condition
of a place. In 1860 there were about 280 deaths of children
under one year of age to every 1000 children born alive, and in
1870 this number was reduced to 190. This indicates not only a
great improvement, but also a comparatively very favorable sani-
tary condition.

Another hygienic test is derived from the average duration of
life, and one of the factors in this problem, the relative number of
centenarians, lias been seized upon here in Hew Orleans to prove
its healthfulness. In the article of January 1870 the statistics
of longevity were thoroughly examined as to the Census both of
1850, and 1860. These proved conclusively, 1st, that whenever
there was an excess of centenarians, there ought certainly to be
found a corresponding excess of those from 90 to 100years of age;
and that this was uot the case as to Hew Orleans; 2d, that any
comparative superiority of Hew Orleans was to be found (in the
Census) exclusively in its colored population; and 3d, that ex-
amination of the Census would prove that throughout the United
States the reported number of centenarians was excessive in pro-
portion to the ignorance of the population, being greatest among
the Indians, who are the most ignorant; and that everywhere the
more ignorant colored centenarians exceeded the white, and the
more ignorant female the male population. If the Census of 1870
be compared with those of 1850 and 1860, there will be found a
confirmation of these views to such extent that further discussion
is deemed useless. The census-takers record the age as given by
the person questioned; and since every one familiarized by per-
sonal experience with the negro race, knows well its ignorance ot
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dates, and its love for theremarkable, it is my conviction that the
Census is entirely unreliable in its records of the remarkable
longevity of an ignorant, anil wonder-loving population. All
other data indicate, thatherein New Orleans, the duration of life
is much less, and the mortality of the negro race much greater
than of the whites ; and yet the Census of 1870 reports that the
140,923 white population had only 35 persons from 90 to 100years
of age, and 7 centerarians, whilst the 50,495 colored population
had 81 persons from 90 to 100 years of age, and 32 centenarians,
and that 50 of the 81, and 21 of the 32 wT ere colored femalen. It
may be, that in the United States, Indians enjoy the greatest
longevity, that negros excel the whites, and females the males,
but, in my opinion the Census indicates too much of this, and
therefore superiorities which are incredible, since they are incon-
sistent with all other facts.

Mortality by Months and Seasons.

For tlie detailed facts the student is referred to Table No. 7,
and is warned that the reports of the months, as given, are really
of weeks, and therefore that some months embrace four, and
others live weeks.

If the year be divided, so that one half includes the six months
Noveinber-April, and the other half the six months May-October,
the former will include those months during which the population
is at its maximum, and during which the least mortality occurs,
except as to the months of May and November, for generally the
deaths in November somewhat exceed those in May. Now, if the
more populous and healthy half-year, be compared with the less
populous and more sickly half-year, the result is that, while the
total deaths during the thirteen years 1856-70 were 96,538, there
were 39,732 of these in the six months November-April, and
56,806 in the six months May-October. If the three most healthy
be compared with the three least healthy months, the result is
that there were during said 13 years, 18,002 deaths in the months
of January, Febuary and March, and 30,947 in the months of July
August and September. This mournful contrast is largely due
to epidemics, but if all the deaths by yellow fever, cholera and
small pox bei.educted, even then the sad result is that there were
still 25,318 deaths during the three most sickly months to con-
trast with 16,997 deaths during the three most healthy months.
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These facts constitute the most forcible of all arguments for drain-
age.

Mortality of Special Diseases.

Yellow Fevek.

From 1796, when the first epidemic of yellow fever occurred,
to 1859, a period of sixty-three years, thirty-four epidemics rav-
aged New Orleans. The records indicate that some cases occur-
red in every one of theremaining twenty-nine non-epidemic years.
No part of these sixty-three year s can be compared in fatality
with the six years 1853-1858, during which occurred four violent
epidemics, 1853-4-5-8; and of these “the great epidemicv of 1853
well deserved its title, whilst the epidemic of 1858 caused a mor-
tality never surpassed, except by its notorious predecessor of
1853. During the fifteen years 1859-73, New Orleans has enjoyed
an exemption, unprecedented in its history, from yellow fever
epidemics; for notwithstanding the fact that there have been
cases every one of these years (except perhaps 1861), there has
been but one epidemic—that of 1867.

The first cases have been repeatedly traced to the shipping;
and in many other years there has been as absolute proof, as a
negative proposition admits of, that therewas no such connection,
and a conspicuous absence of any facts justifying the assignment
of the origin of the disease to importation. The preceding in-
disputable facts are frequently ignored by those who advocate
the protective virtues of Quarantine, of an efficient sanitary-
police, and of carbolic acid and other disinfectants. Some of the
facts relative to each one of these three prophylactics will be
stated.

Quarantine.—This is based on the theory that yellow fever is
imported into New Orleans, that it is communicable from person
to person, and therefore that by excluding every case of the
disease the city can be protected from its ravages. What are
the facts'?

The first Quarantine established was maintained only four
years, 1821-4, having been abandoned early iu 1825 from the
general conviction thatit had proved worse than useless, for yellow
fever was present every year, and to the extent of a very violent
epidemic in 1822, and an epidemic in 1824. After thirty years
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discontinuance, the Quarantine, which is still enforced, was re-
established in March, 1855. Very violent epidemics occurred in
1855, 1858, and 1867, and (excepting 1861) therehave been deaths
by yellow fever every year of the existence of the present Quaran
tine.

Thus including the whole time, seventy-eight years, 1796-
1873, there have been twenty-three years with Quarantine. During
these there have been deaths of yellow fever every year (1861 ex-
cepted), and there have been live epidemics ol which four (1822-
55-58-67) were very violent.

These facts render it manifest, that after twenty-three years’
trial, Quarantine has annually failed in its sole object—to keep
allcisesof yellow fever out of the city. During the military
occupation of New Orleans the experiment was tried, whether
this failure was attributable to defects of the law, or of its execu-
tion; for “Iry the exercise ofabsolute and relentless military autho-
rity, an impregnable system of Quarantine was maintained,” and
notwithstanding its remorseless rigidity there were cases ofyellow
fever among the civil population everyyear. Worse even than this
for the advocates of Quarantine, for in 1863 and 1864 it prevailed
especially on board the vessels of tue United States. Now as to
these cases, it is asserted that “the official usages and the armed
discipline of the naval fleet in the harbor of New Orleans and
upon the river enabled the medical officers to trace to its source
every case of yellow fever,” that when the disease appeared on
one vessel, all other vessels were prevented “by armed surveil-
anceand discipline” from communicating with tiie infected vessel,
and that in spite of all this, the disease could not be traced to
importation. In fact there was in 1863 but one vessel (the
Spanish man-of-war Pizarro) which even approaeued the port of
New Orleans with yellow fever, and this vessel was kept at the
Quarantine, sixty-five miles below the city, thus rendering com-
munication with the “river fleet” impossible; and in 1864, when
twenty-five vessels, iron-clad gunboats, &c., in the river and the
lake, were attacked with yellow fever, not one infected vessel
from a foreign port arrived, even at the Quarantine Stations.

Avoiding discussion of the communicability of yellow fever,
and therefore of the theoretical value of Quarantine, the conclu-
sion from the facts given can not be escaped—that Quarantine
has entirely failed, even under circumstances very exceptionally
favorable to it, to prevent the occurrence of yellow fever, and
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has had no practical value in protecting' this city. That New
Orleans has ihe capacity to originate yellow fever just as well as
Havana or Rio Janeiro, is an assertion which I deem indisput-
able, and which was often made by the deceased Prof. Stone,
whose ability as also his experience in this disease were unequalled
in this city. The experience ol the United States “river fleet”
at New Orleans in 1863 and 1864confirms many other indications
that yellow fever is especially prone to originate in the holds of
vessels.

An Efficient Sanitary Police.—The topography of New Orleans
is such as tq render its proper drainage very difficult and expen-
sive; its warm, moist climate, is most favorable to vegetation
and to putrefaction; and its houses are constructed without re-
gard to hygiene. Therefore it is not singular that from the
earliest records to the present day this city should have been
characterized by ill-drained, overflowed and filthy streets, gut-
ters and privies. Purity of atmosphere is impossible under these
conditions. Until the last few years, there has not been any
sanitary police at all, and no one can claim that it is now or has
been at any time efficient, except during the time of the military
occupation of the city. From 1862 to 1865 it is asserted that it
enjoyed “a sanitary police so efficient,” and “sanitary regulations
so excellent,” that “so clean a city had never before been seen
upon the continent,” The exemption of New Orleans from epi-
demics of yellow fever during this time has been so generally
and confidently attributed to this cause, that it has gained a
place in our medical text-books. This conclusion is certainly
hasty and unjustifiable. For, if this exemption in 1862 3-4 was
due to this very efficient sanitary police, then to what cause was
due the exemption in 1859-60-61, as also in 1865-6-8-9-70-71-
72-3, during which eleven years, there has been either no sani-
tary police, or one notoriously very inefficient? Plainly, these
three years immediately preceding, and these eight years suc-
ceeding the threeyears 1862-3-4 invalidate the above hasty con-
clusion, which cannot be accepter! until it has been conclusively
proved (as is very far from having been done) that no clean city
lias ever been attacked bj’ a yellow fever epidemic.

Disinfectants .—A similarly hasty and unjustifiable conclusion,
based on the use of carbolic acid during the last two or three
years only, has been maintained by some, who apparently forget
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the many preceding non-epidemic years before the use of disin-
fectants. An efficient sanitary police and the proper use of dis-
infectants deserve the earnest support of every enlightened citi-
zen, and therefore, such hasty conclusions and illogical preten-
sions in their behalf, as endanger their being brought into popular
disrepute, are to be deprecated.

Many seem disposed to forget that, in the history of yellow
fever, it has repeatedly abandoned cities which it had afflicted as
severely as New Orleans; and that its mysterious departure from
these cities was very certainly not due either to Quarantine, or to
an efficient sanitary police, or to disinfectants. No advocate of
the protective powers of either of these can possibly prove that
the exceptional exemption of New Orleans since 1858 is not due
to causes similar and as yet inexplicable; and hence true science
is forced to acknowledge its ignorance, and to reject all unproved
explanations. I can recal but one condition common to New Or-
leans and to other cities which yellow fever has ceased to ravage,
viz., the better drainage, cultivation, and general improvement of
the suburbs. It is certain that no explanation can be found in
the meteorological records.

In concluding with yellow fever, attention is called to the fol-
lowing three facts: (1) Even contagiouists admit that here in
New Orleans it certainly fails, as a general rule with few excep-
tions, to manifest the catching characteristics of those diseases
which are universally admitted to be contagious or infectious.
(2)During the past thirty years, and for all recorded years, an
epidemic has never prevailed when the first case occurred later
than June; except perhaps for the year 1822, as to which the
date of the first case is uncertain, but it was certainly “as early
as the beginning or middle of July.” First cases have occurred
in June without being followed by epidemics. (3) In view of the
discussions about acclimation, and the liability of children to
undiagnosed yellow fever, it is worthy of attention that in 1858,
1867, 1870 and 1873, the mortality of children under 10 years of
age was notably increased during the months when yellow fever
prevailed, and especially as to children over 2 years of age.

The statistics of yellow fever will be found, as complete as the
records permit, partly in Table No. 1, but especially n Table
No. 2.
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CHOLERA.

The statistical facts are, for the limits of this article, suffi-
ciently given in Table No. 3.

Small Pox.

The annual deaths by this disease since 1856 will be found in
Table No. 4. The greatly augmented mortality since 1864 is
notable, and due to the great increase at that date of our colored
population, which ignorantly neglects, even refuses the protection
of vaccination. I have not been able to secure the deaths by
races except for the years 1870 and 1873; these are significative,
no doubt, of the general facts in all other years.

An estimate from these figures proves that, if equal numbers
of the white and colored population be compared, there are ten
and a half times more colored than white deaths by small pox.

Still Births.

For the 5 years 1856-60 there were about 80 premature and
still births to every 1000 births, and for the 5 years 1866-70 about
85. This increase was probably due to the facts, that the popu-
lation of colored child-bearing females had very much increased,
and that the number of colored sti 11-births is, relative to the
population of the two races, much larger than those of the
whites. Table No. 6 proves that the ratio of still-births to births
is, in the Charity Hospital, 103 to every 1000, and therefore con-
siderably worse than in the balance of the city.

Still-births are excluded from the mortality statistics of many
places, and therefore their addition to the deaths in New Orleans
augment comparatively its death-rate. Yellow fever, cholera and
variola are only occasional visitants, and it is desirable to show
the death-rate of the city for what may be considered its ordinary
and permanent causes. Hence Table No. 4 was constructed, ex-

Total deaths by
Small Pox.

Whites. Colored.

1870 528 110 418
1873 505 107 398

1033 217 816
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eluding the above four causes; and it teaches the ordinary and
comparative death-rate for the last 18years—1850-73.

Malarial Fevers.

“Swamp Poison” is a less appreciated but a greater enemy to
the health and lives of the inhabitants of New Orleans than
yellow fever. During the 18 years 1856-1873 the total deaths
by yellow fever were 9459.

During the 1G years 1856-1873 (less 1861 and 1862) there were
5817 deaths by malarial fevers, which would indicate for the 18
years 6543 deaths. But important additions belong to this sum
total. 1. Every physician admits that malarial poison is at the
bottom of or singularly mixed up with very many diseases not
diagnosed malarial; and that very many deaths caused by other
diseases are due to the deleterious influence of swamp poison on
the general health. 2. Unquestionably many of the deaths re-

ported as due to “Congestion” and “Inflammation of Brain,”
“Meningitis,” “Teething,” “Infantile Convulsions,” “Debility,”
“Marasmus,” &c., were really due to Malaria. 3. Still less ques-
tionably were due to this cause a very large proportion of the
deaths reported as “Fever,” “Nervous,” “Brain,” “Continued,”
“Typhoid,” Fever, &c. The deaths by these “fever®” during the
18 years exceeded 3000.

If due consideration be given the above figures and facts, it
will be admitted that during the past 18 years malaria has de-
stroyed fully as many lives as the 9459 dead by yellow fever,
and that this estimate of the mortality fails to give a full idea of
the deterioration of health and the amount of sickness due to this
cause.

The following facts illustrate to some extent the injury thus
inflicted. There were in the Charity Hospital during the 5 years
1856- 60 and the 5 years 1866-70 a total of 93,068 “deaths and
discharges.” Of this total number of cnses, 26,309 (or somewhat
less than one-third of the whole) were cases of malarial fever.
During the year ending September 30th, 1870, there were of 747
“sick or wounded” Metropolitan Policemen 236 (or somewhat less
than one-third) cases of malaria, During the last six months of
1867, there were of an average daily number of 761 white soldiers
at New Orleans 368 cases of malarial fever, which were about
one-fourth of the cases of sickness by all diseases, excepting yel-
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low fever. Of 313 colored soldiers, there were 155 cases of ma-
laria, which also were about one-fourth of all the sickness except
by yellow fever.

The above illustrating examples are only confirmations of all
other facts, and convinciugly enforce the necessity for drain-
age.

Consumption.

It has been often asserted that the annual deaths in New Or-
leans are notably increased by the deaths of strangers by con-
sumption. If this be so, then an excess of such deaths ought
surely to be found at that portion of the year when these stran-
gers are in New Orleans. Any large amount of this mortality
must occur, if at all, during the six months November-rApril; the
half year during which the deaths by consumption are ordinarily
more numerous, without regard to any additions made by stran-
gers. '

The statistical facts prove conclusively that the popular
assertion is founded in error, and are as follows. During the 13
years 1856-70 (less 1861 aud 1862) there were 9331 deaths by
consumption, an annual average of 718. Of the 9331, there died
during the six montns November-April 4855, aud during the six
mouths May-October 4476, which gives an annual average excess
of only 29, during that half year which is most unfavorable to
consumptives, and during which there naturally occurs a pre-
ponderance of their mortality. The lesson taught by this aggre-
gate of 13 years is also taught by each of these years separately,
and in my opinion places this issue beyond farther discussion.

The average annual deaths during the 5 years 1856-60 were
743, the 3 years 1863-5 were 753, the 5 years 1866-70 were 674,
and the 3 years 1871-3 were more than 800. The mortality in
1873 was unusually large, 850, and of these 348 were colored.
This indicates an excessive preponderance of colored over white
deaths, since the population of the latter is nearly three times
larger than that of the colored.

Pneumonia.

The statistics of the Charity Hospital indicate that this disease
is in New Orleans the most fatal of all of the so-called curable
diseases, except Chronic Dysentery and Diarrhoea.
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During 1ft yearn (the 5 years 1850-00 and the 5 years 1800-70)
there were in the Charity Hospital two deaths in every five cases.
If it be supposed that this unfavorable indication may be due in
part to errors of diagnosis, and to rectify this there be added to
the cases of Pneumonia all those by “Congestion of the Lungs,”
and “Bronchitis,” (the only two diseases likely to have been con-
founded with Pneumonia,) the result would still remain most un-
favorable, viz., one death in every four cases.

Abscess of Liver.

One hundred and fifty post mortems during two years demon-
strated a larger number of Abscesses of the Liver than the official
reports of those years gave for the total mortality of the city.
Satisfactory data for even approximative estimates are wanting,
but from such facts as I have, it is my conviction that there are
annually not less than 100 deaths by Abscess of th9 Liver, in-
stead of the reported average for thirteen years of only 1ft.

Albuminuria and Dropsy.

The official reports indicate that during the 5 years 1800-70
there was a great increase of the deaths by Albuminuria, and a
corresponding diminution of the deaths by Dropsy, when com-
pared with the deaths by the same causes in preceding years.
This apparent increase of renal disease is probably due only to a
better diagnosis of Dropsy; and it is believed that accurate diag-
nosis would still farther increase the deaths by Albuminuria,
diminishing at the same time those by Dropsy; so that the
annual average of 4ft deaths during the 5 years 1800-1870 should
probably be about Oft.

Sunstroke.—The total deaths in “the 13 years” were 285. The
number was unusually large in July, 180ft, August, 1805, and Au-
gust, 1860. Sunstrokes were also unusually numerous in August,
185ft, and in June, 1854.

Measles. —Total deaths in 13 years 724. It prevailed chiefly in
1857-63-00-09, and in every one of these four years during the
six months January-Juue.

Scarlet Feter.—Total deaths in 13 years 1038. It prevailed
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chiefly in 1859-60-64-5-6-70, and especially during the four
months April-July.

Roseola prevailed, and deaths by Inflammation of Throat were
unusually numerous in 1858.

Diphtheria. —Total for 13 years 1201. It prevailed chiefly in
1859-60-3-4-6, and did not manifest any decided preference for
particular months or seasons. This disease (as thus named) first
appeared in New Orleans in 1853 or 1854.

Hooping-Cough.—Total deaths for 13 years 527. It was most
fatal in 1856-60-3-9.

Croup.—Total for 13 years 799. It was especially fatal in 1858.
It also prevailed in 1864-6-7.

Dengue prevailed in the fall of 1860, and of 1873. It is said to
have first appeared in the United States in 1820, and in New
Orleans in 1829 or 1830. As far back as 1848, it does not seem
to have prevailed in any year until 1860.
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1817 1819 18-23 1839 1841
5

epidemics—
)

1837-9-41-2-3
5

1844 1845

304

519

823 u. 800-2000 1325 1800
C

av’ge
5
epi-

}

demies
1100 1482

1

First
caseJune

18th.

First
2

cases
May
7th
and

12th;
last,

Dec.
9th.

First
caseprior
to
July
15th.

(Deaths
for
New
Orleans

alone;*
1st
case
July

20th.)

1

4

54

89

1

..

—

1846 1847 1848 1849 1850

1 965 200 11 62

8 1100467 194 33

118 198 126 396 4

33 12 20 143

10

545 22

160 2804 872 752 107

First
caseJune
21st.

First
case
July
6th

Deaths
for
New
Orleans
alone,
1st
case
July
28.

“

“

“

“

1st
death
of
sea-

son
May
29th.
There

were3
to
4
casesin

Charity
Hospital
in

February,
1850.

•

74 33

4

8

1

2

1

4

Total
for
5

y’rs.
1

2

1

1

4

111
1239
1902

842
208

18
l

567

4695

1851 1852 1853 1854 1855

8 8 5133 532 1286

6 91 982 1234874

2 198 147 490 97

1 10528 131 19

17456 7849 2425 2670
Some
say

first
death
in
first
week
of
August.

Some
report
7970

deaths;
first
case
May
22d.

First
death
June
12th.

First
caseJune
19th.

2 152129 382

11 4 7 7

41

1

2

31 2 5

Total
for
5

yrt.
1

0

0

0

2

38

1834
6967
3187
934
284

29

41

13,417

*

By
“for
New
Orleans

alono"
is
meant
that

Lafayette
is
not

included



185S

141

40

16

4

74 200

First
caseJane
28th.

First
undisputed

cassdied
September
20th.

First
caseJane
20th.

1857

J

1

1

8

98

82

8

1858

2

2

132
11401

2204
1137

224

15

4855

1859

59

28

3

91 15

I860

3

7

5

Total
for
5

yrs.
3

0

0

0

0

3

136
1163

2316
1279

313

23

0

5235

1861

0

1

1862

1

1

2

Both
casessaid
to
be
imported.

("Neither
case

imported;
both

were
“boat-

j

hands
from
a

river-tug.”
About
100

cases

j

occurred
in
U.
S.
“river
fleet,”
and

were

L

not
part
of
the
civil

population.

1863

2

2

1864

4

1

1

6

(About
200
casesand
57
deaths

from
the
U.
S,

1

gunboats
and

river
fleet.

1865

1

i

Total
for
5

yrs.

1

1

3

4

1

1

n

1866

5

52

97

36

2

192

First
case

August
9th.

1867

3

ii i

255
1637
1072l
103

26

3107

1868

1

1

1

5

1869

i

2

3 587

1870

3

231
242
106

5

First
case

August
19th.

Total
for
5

yrs.
1

4

13

264
1920
1414

245

33

3894

1871

2
'

9

22

19
I

2

54

1872 1873

1

5

24 79

7
1

2

39 226

3

19;
108

17
|

First
case
July
4th.

Total
for
3

yrs.

3

22

122
125

43
<

4

319



TABLE
NO.
III.

Annual
and
monthly
mortality
by
Cholera.

This
disease
first
appeared
in
Xew
Orleans
October
-5th,

1832,
and
M

Halphen,
D.M.P.,
of
\ew
Orleans,

reported
to
the

Paris
Academy
of
Medicine,
that
in
the
first

twenty
days
there

icere
6000

deaths!!
It

prevailed
asa

violent
epidemic
several

rnonths,
and
sporadically
until
early
in

1836,
when
it

finally
disappeared.
It

reappeared

December,
1818,
July,
1866,

and
mildly
in
the
spriny
of

1873.

YEARS.
Jan.

Feb.
Mar.
April
May.
June.

Jnly.
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

Month notknown.
ANNUAL TOTAL.

REMARKS.

1832

Unknown.

1833-36 1843

924

1849

628
222
813
405
5H7
323
311

7

3

8

107
122

3176

deaths
]

1850

128
363
415
,

75

66

40

12

8

45

101

367
231

1851
This
total
includes

1013
of
“cholera
Asiatic,”

and
838
of

“cholera”
&

“cholera
morbus.”

....

Total
for
3
Yrs.

1

..
1

..1—-

1

5951

1851

30

29

11

108
121

131

125

14

5

9

92

23

688

185-2

5

240
455

153

116

60

158

87

1319

8egan
first
week
of
May.

1853.

25

3

2

11

9

14

5

1

6

177

322

32

607

1854

21

u

r.

V.

u.

u

IT

IT.

1855

235
570

49

7

13

4

....4

833

Began
about
May

15th.

Total
for
5

y’rs

Total
for
5
Yrs. 1856-1860

158

with
Cholera
Morbus.

t

1

1



1861 1862 1863 1864 1865

U. U. 4 59

97
ofC.,
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

•

03
of
C.,

Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

108
of
C.,
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

1 1

23

1 12

3

1

1

2

Total
for
5

yrs.
18ol-5

2

5

3

1

1

4

2

18+

1866 1867 1868" 1869 1870

5 36 1

617 39 1

431 15

167 37 1 1

56 234 1 1 1

18 210 1

<

1490
of
C.,
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.
/

l

1st
caseof
C
,

July
14th.

j

726
of
C
,

Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

236
of
C.,
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

]69
ol
C.,
Choi

Morb.
and
Infant.

83
of
C.,
Choi.

Morb.
and
infant.

5 120

1

4 3

581 1294 8

1

2 1

1

Total
for
5

yrs.
1866-70

125

1

1

3

8

42

657
446
206
293
229

2011

1871 1872 1873

”4

2

1

1

1

1

6 0 142

112
of
C.,
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant.

72
of
Choi.
Morb.
and
Infant

(

3*9
of
C.,
Choi.
Morb
and
Infant.

|

(

267
of

above
359
died
in

April
and
May,

1873.

"3

28

97

9

1



TABLE
NO.
IV.

Annual
Deuihii
in
New

Orleans
for
the

Eighteen
Years

1850-73,
with
the
Annual
Heaths
by
Yellow

Fever,
Cholera,
Small

Fox*

aim
the
8till
and

Fremature
Births;
and
the
Annual
lleath-ltates
with
and
without
the

deaths
from
these
four
causes.

YEAR.

Total
Deaths.

YellowFever.

Deat Cholera.
is

by Varioloid and Small
Pox.

Premature and Still-Births
Annual

Deaths, excluding
Epi-

demics
and

Still-Births.
Annual

Death-
Rate,
includ-

ing
deaths
by

all
causes.

Annual
Death-

Rate,
exclud-

ing
deaths
by

Yellow
Fever,

Cholera,
Sin’ll

Pox
and
Still-

Births.

1856

5689

74

0

o

403

5200

37.3

34.1

1857

5.581

200

0

103

379

4893

3o.
t

31.3

18<f)8

11,721

4855

0

108

383

6370

73.1

39.7

1859

6847

91

0

43

386

6327

41.6

38.4

1860

7341

15

0

22

434

6970

43.5

41.3

totals
for
5

Years.

37,179

5335

0

278

1890

29,766

46.3

37.

1861

5772

0

0

Unknown.
sav352

say5420

33.5

31.5

1862

6278

2

0

a
sav

376

say
5900

37.

34.7

1863

7172

2

0

2

308

6860

41.7

40.

1861

8498

6

0

605

388

7499

49.

43.3

1865

7016

1

0

613

401

6001

39.

33.3

lotals
for
5
Years.

34,736

11

0

1220

1825

31,680

40.

36.6

1866

7754

192

1294

188

485

5595

43.

30.9

1867

10,096

3107

581

47

562

5799

55.4

31.8

1868

5343

5

129

14

568

4627

29.

25.3
•

1869

6001

3

4

141

521

5332

32.6

29.

1870

7391

587

3

528

559

5714

38-6

29.8

totals
for
5

Years.

36,585

3894

2011

918

2695

27,067

39.7

29.3

1871

6059

54

6

2

516

5481

31.

28.

1872

6122

39

0

29

530

5524

31.

27.6

1873

7995

226

142

5o9

528

6590

39.

32
1



TABLE
NO.
V-

Deaths
by
Sexes,
Nativities,

Races
and
Ages,

During
the
5
Years

1S66-7-S-9-70.
Also
the

Annual
Averages
of
snch

Deaths

During
the
3
Years

1S63-5,
the
5
Years

1S3G-0O,
and
the
5
Years

1866-70.

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870

Totals
for

5
Years 1866-70

Annua
3

years 1863-5
aveiages

5
vertrs
i

1856-60
of
the

5
Years 1866-70

Pop.
U.
S.
C.

1860

Pop.
U.
S.
C-

1870

Total
Deaths

7754
10,096

5343
6001
7391

36.585
7714*
7427
1

7317

168,675

191,418
1

Deaths
by

Sexes.

MalesFemales Not
Stated

4572 3052 330

6239 &566 291

2854 2275 214

3276 2598 127

4466 2838 87

21,207 14,329 1049

4382 3093 239

4535 2792 100

4241 2866 210

85,106 83,569

00,279 101,139

Deaths
by

Nativities.
Born
in
United
States

Foreign
Born

Not
Stated

4145 1968 1641
4990 3624 1482
3308 1218817

3971 1218812

4753 2064 574

21,167 10.0925326

3911 1417 2386

3843 2440 1144

4234 2018 1065

104,05464,621

142,94348,475

Deaths
by

Races.

Whites Blacks
and

Mulattos
Not
Stated

4984 2392 378

7866 1931 299
1

35n
3 1676

1

164

3757 2092 152

4602 2560 229

24,712 10,6511222

5245 2266
|

203

46327 1100

4943 2130 244

144,60124,074

140,92350,495

*

The
annual
averageof
the
deaths
of
the
civil

population
was7562.

The
7714

deaths,
as
given,

include
a

part
of
the
deaths
of

“soldiers,”
and
this
number
is

given
because
in
the
specifications
which
follow,
the

civil
population

cannot
be
separated
from
the

“soldiers.”

fThe
annual
averageof
white
deaths
for
the
4

years
1856-60,

excluding
from
these
5

yearsthe
epidemic
year
1858,
was5267.



TABLE
NO.

V-CONTINUED.
TABLE
NO.
VI.

Still-Births
During

«
1

Years
in
Yew
Orleans

Charity
Hospital.

Totals
for

5
Years 1866-70

Annual
Averages
of
the

!
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870

3
Years 1863-5
5
Years 1856-60
5

Years 1866-70
Pop.
U.
S.
C.

1860

Pop.
U.
S.
C.

1870

Deaths
by

Ages,

Premature
and

485

562

560

521

559

2695

366

378

539

1"39
1301
1040

Mi4

1028

5272

865

1286

1054

3037

5135

518

529

364

472

410

2293

692

548

460

-
5

\

4183

510

566

229

493

353

2151

743

584

430

|

18
874
J

15,38721,114

5
to
10

Years

•

360

491

152

201

180

1384

440

276

276

19.038

Total
from

Totals
from
0
Years
of

Age
to

Over
100

Years
of

Age.

0
to
10

Years
10
to
20

“

20
to
30

“

30
to
40

“

40
to
50

“

50
to
60

“

60
to
70

“

70
to
80

“

80
to
0
)

44

2912
;

449

2353
2551
2530

13,795

3106

3072

2759

41,549 30,960

46,819 40.583 34,340 28.8'>4

416

719

222

251

402

2010

441

396

402

1069
1981

508

529

1073

5160

745

1308

1032

36,100

991

1441

588

581

929

4530

744

1108

906

30,963 18,1856770

737

946

488

570

754

3495

654

712

699

21,967

520

604

396

445

559

2524

487

350

505

12,2675374

333

344

266

276

348

1567

298

187

313

2890

147

163

136

133

189

768

166

98

155

"

810

1711

51

70

62

45

64

292

87

52

58

255

398

90
to

100
“

Over
100

“

19

12

22

30

24

107

36

19

21

85

116

10

10

9

15

21

56

16

5

11

28

39

549

357

293

575

507

281

931

120

456

90

TEARS.

Length
of Time.
Total
No.
of

f
tih-Births.

Total
No.
of

Births.
Total
K

o.
of

Male
Births.

Total
No.
of

Female
Births.

No.
ot

Twins.

1856-60

5
Years.

60

570

330

240

5

1866-70

5
Years.

33

390

194

196

4

11852-3-4-5)}186
1-2—3—5)
8
Years.
127

1077

563

514

15

1871-3

3
YeaA.

19

284

135

14J

7

Total
a

1852-73

21
Years.

239

2321

1222

1099

31



TABLE
NO.

VII.

Monthly
Report
of
the

Five
Years

1S66-I0,
Consolidnted
and
Arranged
in

two
Series
of
the

more
healthy
Half
Year
November-

April,
and
the
less
heallliy
II..
If
Year
May-Oetober.

Jf.B.
—Bach
Half

1W
contains
23
Weeks.
Some
of
the
Months
have
Five,

others
Four

Weeks,
which

respectively
is
not

known.

Months.

Nov.
Dec.

Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
A.p’1.

6
Mos. Nov.- April.

May.
June.

July.
Aug.
Sept.

Oct.
6
Mos. May-Oct.
12

Mos. 1866-70

Total
deaths
for

month
of

3170
2805
2252
1958
2335
2390

14,910
2588
2746
2608
932

5408
4611
21,675
36,585
|

Total
deaths
by
Yellow

Fever,
Cholera
and!

•Bmall
Fox

i

581

358

212

101

171

170
1593
119

96

S2

3714
2375

1626
5230
6,823

Total
deaths

exclusive
of

above
3

epidemics.
2589
2447
2t40

1857
2164
2220

13,317
24t9
2650
252G

•

2782
3033
2985

16,445
29,762

Yellow
Fever

245

33

1

0

0

0

279

0

4

13

264

1920
1414

3615
3S94

Malarial
Fevers

191

81

49

40

63

47

471

83

128

199

377

518

429

1734
2205

“Fever,”
Brain,
Nervous,
&c

20

7

17

12

13

31

100

37

58

46

43

42

22

248

348

Typhoid
Fever

37

36

26

22

35

17

173

25

32

22

58

58

69

264

437

Cholera

293

229

125

1

i

3

652

1

8

42

656

446

206

1359
2011

Variola
and
Varioloid

43

96

86

100

170
167

662
118

84

27

12

9

6

256

918

Scarlet
Fever

7

9

7

11

11

17

62

18

11

14

7

15

10

75

137

Measles

2

0

8

20

46

62

138

93

60

27

3

2

2

187

325

Congestion
of

Brain

45

43

38

30

36

35

227

50

36

49

63

67

61

326

553

Encephalitis,
Meningitis,
&c

(j(5

41

28

37

51

41

264

53

59

61

60

67

53

353

617

Apoplexy

44

63

26

29

42

34

238

26

35

39

46

42

38

226

464

Tetanus

80

60

30

30

23

31

254

41

37

55

51

75

89

348

602

Trismus
Nascentium

74

105

81

67

57

72

456

49

68

80

112

114

96

519

975

Convulsions,
Infant

Phthisis
Pulmonalis

105

83

92

84

63

105

532

111

105

90

89

88

130

613

1145

297

314

238

270

308
294

1721
281

271

288

245

276

264

1625
3346

Bronchitis
and
Catarrh

40

40

48

52

48

55

2*3

30

36

23

19

33

5t

200

483

Pneumonia,
Inf.,
and
Congestion
of

Lungs....
107

163

169

182

209
198
1028
136

104

74

55

125

123

617

1645

Croup

16

17

26

13

18

10

100

9

12

4

15

16

10

66

166

Teething

34

23

27

16

25

21

146

45

54

42

37

35

33

246

392

Cholera
Infantum

49

22

12

4

7

38

132

74

74

34

33

23

24

262

394

Inf.
Marasmus
and

Debility

119

1'
6

79

48

70

94

516

103

141

126

97

90

107

664

1180

Still
and

Premature
Births

259

269

199

183

199
178

1278
157

224

211

271

264

290
1417

•2695

Gastritis

8

10

7

10

9

6

50

6

10

14

9

13

67

117

Gastro-Enteritis

36

39

30

20

27

29

181

49

55

32

26

33

51

2!6

427

Enteritis,
Inf.,
and
Congestion
of

Bowels
47

19

35

25

35

36

197

71

76

56

49

39

30

321

518

Cholera
Morbus
and
CoTic

20

13

14

8

8

6

69

20

14

18

7

14

14

87

156

Diarrhoea,
Acute
and
Chronic

89

84

58

40

45

58

374

101

114

95

77

99

92

578

952

Dysentery,
Acute
and
Chronic

104

74

60

25

38

46

.347

61

116

100

106

80

85

548

805



NO.
VII

—CONTINUED.

MONTHS.

Nov.
Dec.

Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Ap’il.

6

Mos. Nov- April.
May.

June.
July.
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.

6
Mos. May-Oct.
12

Mos. 1866-70

Entero-Colitis

12

14

3

4

5

9

47

11

21

21

9

15

14

91

138

Disease
of

Liver

38

33

35

19

21

26

172

24

30

35

25

37

32

183

355

Disease
of
Heart
and

Endocarditis
49

68

71

59

59

66

372

53

60

74

60

69

65

386

758

Drowned

22

9

11

18

19

23

102

39

44

35

50

32

25

225

327

Total
of

above
Diseases

2598
2203

1736
1479
1752
1855
11,623
1980

2181
2047
3036
4757

3951
17,952

29,575

“

“

other
“

572

602

516

479

583

535
3287
608

565

561

678

651

660

2723
7010

Total
of
all
Diseases

3170
2805

2252
1958

2335
2390
14,910
2588
2746
2608
3714
5408
4611
21,675

36,585
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TABLE NO. VIII.
Mortality Report of New Orleans for Thirteen Tears, 1856*1870.

(Nomenclature and Classification of the Royal College of Physiatis, England.)

Population of New Orleans by U. S. Census of 1860 was 168,675,
“ “ “ from 1863-5 is estimated at from 170,000 to 180,000.
•* “ “ by U. S. Census of 1870 was 191,418.

GENERAL SUMMARY IN SEVEN COLUMNS.
Column 1. Total Mortality for the 3 Years 1863-4-5, i. e., during the military occupation of N. O.

“ 2. “ “ “ “ 5 Years 1856-60 “ preceding the War.
3. “ *• “ “ 5 Years 1866-70 “ succeeding the War

“ 4A.5. “ Deaths and Discharges in N. O. CharityHospital during the 5 Years 1856-60.
« 64i7. « “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 1866-70.

N.B.—“Deaths in the Charity Hospital” are a part of the “Deaths in New Orleans," and are
therefore included in the Total of "Deaths in New Orleans.”

* 134 should he added for defect of report of 2d week in August, 1863.

e

15
|

Order.
DISEASES BY CLASSES AND ORDERS-

Deaths in Now Or-
leans during the

Deaths and Discharges in
N O Charity Hospital

during the

3 Y’rs
1863-5

5 Y’rs
1856-60

5 Y’rs
1866-70

5 Y’rs 1856-60. 5 Y’rs 1866-70

Deaths Dis- char’g’s
jDeaths. Dis- charges

1 General Diseases A.—‘‘Zymotic, apt to
be epidemic.*’ 4835 9462 10939 2398 17,574 1936 12813

2 General Diseases B —“Constitutional,
apt to be inherited.” 3106 4806 4577 1123 6476 899 5242

Local Diseases, viz :
3 i 2792 5S22 5176 "331 1039 258 724

2 Eye 0 0 0 1283 0 635
3 Ear and Nose 1 0 1 41 0 24
4 Circulatory System 465 640 929 118 231 166 189
5 Absorbent System 1 10 4 0 41 0 29
6 Ductless Glands 1 0 0 0 2 0 0
7 Respiratory System 1743 2620 2650 472 2251 292 817
8 Digestive System .... 6074 6544 4608 1607 7033 838 2951
9 Urinary System 115 124 261 59 136 94 150

10 Generative System. 105 184 194 28 1952 14 1546
11 Locomotory System 6 20 21 4 231 22 142
12 Cellular Tissue 0 0 0 5 10 0 0
13 Cutaneous System 28 30 53 26 2607 23 1699

4 Conditions unclassified, i. e., ‘‘not ne- •

ccssarilly associated with General 3696 4624 147 503 167 444
or Local Diseases.” 2412 643 170 358 1786 53 711

5 Poisons 102
6 Injuries.
6 1 General Injuries 435 1125 810 42 236 30 127

2 Local Injuries 257 328 274 201 4000 109 2101
7 Surgical Operations 3 4 5 6 85 2 68
8 Parasites 22 30 12 1 58 0 68
9 Congenital Malformations 5 16 18 0 0 0 i

10 Conditions unelassifiable—“Unknown,”..
“Not Stated," uncertain, Ac 635 1028 1260 65 1725 49 1343

Total Deaths of Citizens and Soldiers 23,142

Total Deaths of “Soldiers included” 456

Total Deaths of Citizens only *226116 37,133 36,585 6992 49,300 4952 31,824
6992 4952

5 y’rs
Total Discharges and Deaths in N. 0. Char. Hosp'l for 5 Years 11156-60... 1866-70 36,776
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TABLE NO. VIIV—Continued.
— Deaths and Discharges in

Deaths in New Or- N. <>. Charity Hospital
leans during the (luring the

DISEASES BY CLASSES AND ORDERS. 5 Y'is 18*6-00 5 Y’rs 1806-70

w u 3 Y’vs 5 Y'rs 5 Yrs J3 *
-

A SB
«

e.Ja i 1863-3 1856-00 1866-70 "5 5 np 2 CS q a
o a ’a p

i Geueral Diseases A.—“Zymotic, apt to be
epidemic. ”

920 262 898 0 23 2 54
294 10 20 l 32 0 60
163 230 325 9 93 3 53

404 497 137 13 34 2 5
2 3 0 11

629 398 174 1 11 3 7
107 217 203 5 21 0 3

2011 310 81
39 71 38 16 6 11 7
01 84 52 28 209 5 m
41 59 73 4 3 3 0
14 ii 36i 1 10 2
25 08 58 28 34 2 0

Cerebro-Sp. Meningitis, (or Spotted Fever) 0 3 1
802 437 346 687 135(i7!l

107
117

95 182
80 166 0 41 3 9

441 333 704 99 14,350 283 11121*
473 819 828 145 63 122 35
300 103 073 30 15 35 9

9 5242 3894 1672 1483 1033 1102
4 0 458 0 13

4835 9402 10939 2398 17574 1930 12813

2 Geueral Diseases B.—“Constitutional, apt
49 81 66 22 2302 19 1412

0 4 19 0 7 0 5
19 43 78 27 2475 25 2767

109 232 387 33 74 71 96
11 11 16 3 16 8 34

Leprosy (Elephantiasis) 1
7!)

4 5 2
24

6 2
10

3
62Scrofula, (Tubes Mesent, Rickets, Ac).... 11 J

22511 3727 3378 1037 715 717
0 27 2 4 2

Diftbct( 4 2 1 12
Purpura and Scurvy. 18 19 30 6

18
65 9 47

74 48 17
417 533 388 43 108 23 43

3106 4800 4577 1123 6476 899 5242

2
1

Local Diseases, Class 3.—with 13 Orders..
Order 1—Dis. of NervousSystem

289 647 553 07 17 32 3
37 C1331 140 <20, J 14 J 17 2

166 \ ( 171 I s
15

9 3
173 473 446 18 29 4
236 584 464 38 12 42 5
29
66

127
169

29 50 34 13 34
70 0 2

23 24 23 5 99 4 65
19 40 17 3 9 1 5

100 118 153 38 171 54 188
268 315 602 41 6 32 13
341 947 975 5 1 2 0

62 255 11 13 10 2

2031
97

1145
97Epilepsy, 123 24 85 17 70

Hydrophobia
Hysteria, Chorea, Catalepsy, Par Agit....

3
4 6 7 1 69 0 * 62

Neuralgias 6 7 3 48(1

Total of Class 3, Order 1 2792 5022 5176 331 1039 258 724

0 0 0 0 1283 0 635
0 1 0 1 4) 0 24

15 36 24 11 II 0 4
0 2 12 2 0



1874] Ciiaille— Vital Statistics of New Orleans.

TABLE NO. VIII—Continued.

Deaths in New Or-
leans during the

Deaths and Discharges in
N. O Charity Hospital

during the

DISEASES BY CLASSES AND ORDERS. 5 Y’rs 1856-60 5 Y’rs 1866-70

c
O O

3 Y’rs
18C3-5

5 Y’rs
1856-Go

5 Y’rs
1866-70 Deaths to

s §
o

c3
fi

Dis- charg’s
~

3 22 i
78

11 4
133 127407 501 736 132

Angina Pect J 40 24
26
51

2 3
0

4
lCyanosis 17 39 14 9 *9 17

2 5 21 1 7
6

210 i ]

0
2

0 1 55
Gaugrena Senilis 3 7 12 8 i 2 0

Total of Class 3. Order 4 465 640 929 118 231 166 189

3 Parotitis, Adenitis, & 1 10 4 41
6

Goitre 1 0 0 2
3 7 2 6 46 67

1200 433 166
108 154 96 8 511 1

26
31

107
253

79
206 352 387 61 795

59 63 111 16 57
24 1 11 3 3

6 42 28 n 3 5 3
235986 1164 1471 300 501 184

73 179 174 18 4
13

8839 68 87 5 26
1641 52 52 28 277

0 1! 6 3 3 3
Ilydrotliorax 23 67 25 3 4

Total of Class 3, Order 7 1743 2620 2650 472 2251 292 817

10 8 10 16
Diseasesof Throat, Pharynx and Gisophag 285

482
165
897

16
392

3
3

148
5

3
1

10
1

1414 3 18 9 456 1
4 25

17 11 18 5 i 1
4 21 13

29
0

8 48
074 179 117 286

16 24 16 3
266 341 427 37 42 7 2

Enteritis 416 625 38 33 92 13 28

288 148 480 0 0 0 0
151 299 156 40 198 10 149
227 517 394 17 2 3 0

1442 228 713 3327 ""90 "•'i083lliorrli/ a 861 215
lYi , , , Pl,rAnit> 1603 509 266 211uiannoLii ron .. ii87 303 404 1104

782 324 104 515
270 268 212 128D,yseutcr,y Cliro 0 102 0 49

13 22 28 6 24 7 2
Strict., Intussusc., Obstruct, of Intestines 2

4 11
16 3

1
7

281
1
0

1
125

Hieinorrlioids ,..
Fistula, Strict. Prolaps of Anus and Rect’m

0
3

0
0

0
4

2
0
2

121
99

254

0
0

102
84

15 28 41 1 0 6 3
120 246 171 48 104 15 67
26 62 42 19 4 11 4
31 47 76 35 22 28 27

Jaundice 29 54 25 27 133 8 58
2 2 5 26 2 24

73 170 116 45 15 13 13
Ascites 18 115 160 20 32

Total of Class 3.—Order 8 6074 6544 4608 1607 7033 838 2951
-

Dis. of Kidneys 19 ii 0 3
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TABLE NO. VIII—Continue.!.
Deal is in N't w Or- 11*m I hs and Discharges in
leans during the N. O. Charity Hospital

during the

DISEASES BY CLASSES AND ORDERS. 5 Y’rs 1856-60 5 Y’rs 1866-70
3 Y’rs 5 Y’rs 5 Y’rs * 5 *

1063-5 1856-60 1866-70 rn
C3
C 5 C8

0J
Q

S cs
o

C3
ft

PJ5
Cl

62 81 177 50 71 78 90
0 10 3 1
2 0 2

2 0 3
9 1 24

23 20 37 5 33 H 22
1 4 2 f>

3
(i 2 12

5 2 10 2 3 O
3 0 9

115 124 261 50 136 94 lfift

.1 10
488 0

Strict, of Urethra. 1 4 3 88 3 169
3 4 249 2K?2
0 1 3 82 0 57

26Inf. of Ovary and Uterus. Dropsy ot Ovary 25 38 34 4 53 1
02 9

0 47 0
Amenorrlioea and Dysnienorrlnc i 9 3 2 5 99 ? 19

0 1 0 26
0

23
0 0 236 0 82T

35873 44 0 550 3
10 32 25 1 7 0 • l

0 21 0 17
1{ 1 IT’ 1* 1
R t 1 PI 4 0

2 1 1 17
20 :io 73 2 2 2 0-

1 0 2 4 1 1!

105 184 194 28 1952 14 1546

3 li
liis. of Bones Carles, Necrosis, ic 3 12 10 2 226 14 130

3 8 1! 2 5 4

G 20 21 4 231 22 142

3 12 nia liar Ti««nn 5 10
13

LI1B. OI lIIUUW 1 IBSIIC

10 11 7 11 621 9 373
10 12 21 11 1684 10 1169
2 4 13 1 0 3 13

0 L7
Other non syphilitic cutaneous eruptions 6 3 12 3 285 i 144

Total of Class 3, Order 13 28 30 53 26 2607 2:1 1690

4 Conditionsnot necessarily associated with
14

411230 126
867 1764 2284
150 417 122 1

431
533 773 627 \ 123 484

74 61 140 14 3:
231 192 149 1 72 390

94
233

110 11 3-
Old Age 36.3 320 24 19 70 40

2412 3696 4624 147 503 P 444

2 19
1

33 2 12 8 29
1 2 1 64 3 34
1 18 4 5 167 1 46

2 6

Alcohol. Del.Tremens, Intemperance.... 90 610 131 348 1543 41 602

102 643 170 358 1786 53 711

|
1 General lnhuiea
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TABLE NO. Till—Continued.

|

Class.
|

Order.
DISEASES BY CLASSES AND ORDERS.

Deaths in New Or-
leansduring the

Deaths and Discharges in
N. O. CharityHospital

during the

3 Y’rs
1863-5

5 Y’rs
1856-6(1

5 Y’rs
1866-70

5 Y’rs 1856-60 5 Y’rs 1866-70

Deaths. — Dis- charge P
c3
Oi
P
|

Dis-
j

charg’s
Injuries and Casualties 4 280 32 1 0

191 402 327
37 43 86 2 0

1 2 3 1 0

Burns and Scalds 61 168 154 40 236 25 127
Exposure, Privation, Want 9 15 12 1 0

73 103
26 88

P , n.ito 1 1

22 105 61 2 0
2 17 6
1

Total of Class 6, Order 1 435 1125 810 42 236 30 127

6 2 Local Injuries
Wounds—Cont’d, Lac’d Inc’d, Punctur’d. 23 812

Pent’g, Poisoned 24 164 66 73 3070 2 652
175 95 160 ] 1 155

Coinpm. Concus. of Brain Fract. Skull aiid
Spine 45 146 91 78 60 28 25

Fractures and Dislocations 11 17 22 20 707 44 457
Other Local Injuries 2 1 0 5 3 1 0

Total of Class 6, Order 2 257 328 274 201 4u00 109 2101

7 Surgical Operations
Amputation, Lithotomy 3 4 5 6 85 2 68

22 30 12 13
0 5

‘ 45 0 63

Total of Class8 22 30 12 1 58 0 68

2 3 0 1
3 13 14
5 16 18 0 1

10
Unclassifiahle Diseases
“Unknown,” “Not Stated,” “Nihil” £c... 635 1028 1260 65 1725 49 1343








	Title Page
	Section1
	Cover Page

