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Notes on Cooley Investigation

Side.A

DR, DeBAKEY:

SCHANCHE:

DR, DeBAKEY:

I think that what is more important to me is that they
have no complexes, They're pretty well-rounded out
individuals with their feet planted firmly on the ground.
And they know what they want to do now. They've got
their goals and they're workingﬂ on them and they're..
fortunatelyr those that are married--the.three that are
married are married to three fine girls. And they're
pretty substantial citizens. So whatever I did really
didn't harm them. Whatever Diana did, she did right.
So I don't really feel guilty about that at all.

Did you have periods when you did? There must have
been some?

Yes, I used to be a little, ,used to get a little guilty

about it and feel a little frustrated because I wanted
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DR, DeBAKEY: to do what I wanted to do, and yet I felt I had to be
with them, And this was especially during the holidays
and at Christmas and things like that, And I'd feel
guilty leaving the family to come and do some work or

 something of that sort. But, Diana had a great sense

of humor, you know, And she used to, in a humorous
way, would pass things off. So that there wasn't,.
We never had any great problems that we fought over
or anything like that.

SCHANCHE: You weren't fighters., When would you fight?

DR, DeBAKEY: Oh, well, we had disagreements, Sometimes, you know,
she'd get mad at me. But, not long.

SCHANCHE: Well, did she at some point early in your marriage
go through the standard crisis of the doctor's wife?
All women who are married to doctors say something
like that.

DR, DeBAKEY: No, fortunately, no. I think it's her personality more
than anything else. Her adjustment was because of her
personality., And she loved the children and she loved

to do things for them. You know, in the early days she.

s
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was what they call the den mothers and that sort of
thing, You know, she used to take care of a lot of
kids. She'd have them over to the house and she'd

take them to clubs and things of that sort. And she

adjusted.. Well, not only that, but Diana basically had

a lot of pride in what I was doing. And while she didn't
go around bragging, I know just from the way she acted
and what she'd say to other people from time to time that
would get back to me, that she took great pride in what

I was doi‘ng. And so that was her basic, you might say,
means of compensating, And she kept..then too, she
kept an interest in the patients. Took a lot of pride in
the fact that I had these patients. And she would come
and talk to them-~-foreign patients mainly,

Did she begin that here? She did, didn't she?

Yeah, Yeah,

She was too busy with little children to get involved in
your work before then, wasn't she?

That's right. But it came about to some extent from our

traveling around the world. She was a good traveler,

a
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She didn't.. She got involved in the way things were
there. You know, she never was a typical American
traveler, She tried to see what was good wherever she

went, even in the most undeveloped places, You knoﬁv,

~ when we got to India, she'd look for what was good and

nice and so on, She would read about the country a bit
and learn a little bit ab out the customs and that sort

of thing.

Did she help you in this respect when you traveled?

Oh, ves,

Sort of instruct you in what was. ..

Oh, vesj; she did. She did a lot of reading about it, so

she knew a lot about it., She was great on historical

backgfound and culture of the country and the peopl.é. I

And she did it as a broad thing, you know. Not as. ..

Not where specifically,. When we went to India, she

read a lot about India. She knew a lot about the background
and culture and history, but she continued it. You see?
And she did the same way.. Well, she lived in France,

so she had a kind of a good understanding of French culture

.-
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and French art and history, And she could speak a

little French. And she.,, When we got to England,

éhe did the same thing in England, She.. In Scotland
and so on., I mean, she was a great traveler--really
was. And she was very expressive., She wrote beautiful
letters to people. She had a. . I remember when we
were away she used to write me about twice a week--in
Paris, for example. And she wrote beautifully. I used
to encourage her, in fact I encouraged her to try to write
a book because she could write so well, But apparently

she never did--I don't know. She did...for a while she

~was working on a little diary--places she went and saw,

When you were young and first met, was this a sort of
incremental romance that gradﬁally grew. . ?

Yeah.

..0r was it a great draniatic, romantic...?

No, it was sort of incremental. Because..

What do you suppose drew you together?

Well, I think we,.for a while we were working close

together, But she was working mostly in medicine.

.
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DR, DeBAKEY: But we'd go out maybe once a week or there would be
other weeks.,..
SCHANCHE: What were you actually doing that made you work together?

She was a graduate nurse--a graduate student in nursing.

DR, DeBAKﬁY: _ ~ Yeah, but she was doing part-time work at Tulane. And
she was on the seventh floor and I was on the eighth floor.
And we had patients sometimes and I'd come down and
see these patients. And she'd handle,.

SCHANCHE: She was a nurse at the time?

DR. DeBAKEY: ...arranging it. Yeah. Well, she was sort of a nurse
administrator., She really wasn't doing actual nursing.
You know, after they get:to a certain point, nurses look
down on nursing., Yeah, yeah, They're administrators,
That's what I call them,
But Diana was not.. She was really built in a sense, her
personality was, to nurse. She loved to take care of
people and do things for them. And so, even though she
was administrative-~administrator for that unit, she
still would take care of the patients in 2 way. They
weren't sick patients. They were ambulatory., No it

was incremental. We didn't have one of these firey
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SCHANCHE: She must have been quite beautiful then., She was
as an older person too, but I mean..

DR, DeBAKEY: Yeah, she was.. Oh, yes. She was very, very

_attractive. And she was very popular, And, oh, a little

later on, I became.. I got a little jealous .of her time,
you know. And then she recognized this and she obviously
liked me. And so, whenever I,, You know, I'd occasionally
call and she'd say, "Well, I'm sorry, I've got a date."
And I'd get a little upset about it. And I'd say/'A date
with whom?'' Or something like that. And finally she
quit going out with anybody else., So that she was availa-
ble when I wanted her., But, no we didn't have one ofl
the'se ﬁréir romances and courtships, For one thing',
it was broken up, you know, by the fact that we went
our different ways. Yeah, but I was so strongly attached
to her that I would come to Paris and kept up correspon-
dence with her. And we'd always have a very nice time

when we were together. She always...
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SCHANCHE: Was she very fun loving, lively..?
DR, DeBAKEY: Yes. Yeah, she was always happy. She was never,.
SCHANCHE: But you were probably intense, serious..
DR; DeBAKEY‘: Yeah, that's right, But she was very out-going, very

happy and felt pleasui'e in things, Sometine s we'd just walk a
down the Boulevard walking together, you know. We'd

go to the gardens and tour it. But..

SCHANCHE: Did she ever chide you for being too serious?

DR, DeBAKEY: Yeah. Oh, yes.

SCHANCHE: What would she say?

DR, DeBAKEY: Oh, well, she'd say, you know...

SCHANCHE: That you were worrying about Pr}ofes sor Leriche.,.

DR, DeBAKEY: Yeah, She'd say, "Now listen, you forget about that now.

You're with me and I want to have a good time. Don't

be thinking about these things.' But in a very nice way.
Never really upset about it. And. . But we, there's no
question about the fact that we became very close., And
I never kept anything from her and always shared things

with her, even things I was concerned with I'd talk with
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her about it. She was always very easy to talk with.

And so we had a very, very good life together,

You never had great difficult periods?

Oh, no, no, no. Because she never carried it long,

you know. And I didn't either. I'm not built that way.
If I get mad, I get mad and it's over with., I can't be
mad long.

Did you have poverty periods?

No, no, we never did, really.' We.. Because we lived..
When we first started together, we had a small apartment.
It was on St. Charles Avenue in a very nice location, but

still very small, And she was never demanding, you know.

She didn't want a lot of luxury things., She didn't like.. She

didn't want me to bring. . give her jewelry, for example.

She was very simple in her tastes. And she didn't need it
either. She.. When she got dressed to go out in the evening
she had a very simple, very often they used to say basic
black dress, and she looked like a knock-out. She didn't

need it,
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She told me she didn't work after you were married.

She never went back to work.

No. She never worked again at all.

Well, was something...

I didn't want her to work. I told her, I said, "Now, look,
I don't want you to work anymore., If you want to do
voluntary work that's okay. You're not going to do any-
more work, I want you to be my.. take care of my house
and my home. And if you want to do some voluntary
work, well that's okay. ' Well, she kept busy. She had
a lot of things to do, 1 didn't want her to work.

She told me a story about one of the boys who had

meningitis while you were away and she was at home and

this seemed to her to have been the, I guess, the most
critical --one of the most critical points anyway, in her

life,

It was, because we were very, very much concerned because

the boy..this boy became really sort of..he developed
some sort of irrational behavior with it. He was entirely

irrational at times. And we were very much concerned.
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He dropped out of school. We were really very much
worried about him and. .

She seemed to feel a little guilty about it because she

had dismissed headaches that he had complained about,

Yeah, that's right. We both did. Well, it was so
transient. He wasn't critically ill long and ., I'm not
too sure really--we never have been’ absolutely certain
and the doctors who examined him hadn't been certain.
They all speculated about it being possible. So it could
have been just a behavioral pattern that he went through.
He never got.. You know, it was never a serious thing,
although it was serious to us. You know, he never got

in jail and he never committed a crime of any kind. He
never stole anything. He never smoked marijuana or took
any drugs.

He dropped out of school and..

Yeah, he just decided he was going to drop out of school,
And we couldn't figure that out, because he was doing well

in school before this happened. And so, fortunately he

s
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got through that period finally and has done extremely
well since, His grades at the university are all, .H.e's
on the honor list regularly.
Is he studying archeology?
No. No. He's just taking right now just a straight
bachelor of arts work., And he graduates this year,
But he's now thinking of studying law. Yeah. Which
is a big shift in his whole thinking, I think. But, he
has sort of become fascinated with law and he's sort of
reading a lot about ‘it and became more interested in
it now and he talked to me about it and I encouraged him
to do it, I think it's great.
Did Srou have any great romantic disappointments before
you were married to Diana?
No. No. I never had any romantic attachments, I went
out a great deal. I used to have a good time, but.., One
summer for example, I was teaching a course--I was still
a student in college-~and I taught a course in entomology.
It was a graduéte course. And I'd never taken the course

myself,
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SCHANCHE: How'd you swing that?
DR, DeBAKEY: Well, the professor of zoology and I.. The fellow

who was supposed to give the course at the last
minute got sick and couldn't come down for the course,
~ And there he was. He had nobody to teach this course,
And he regarded me, as I guess, one of his bright
students. He was the professor of zoology I told you
about. And he said, "Now, I want you to do this. "Will
you do it?" I said, "Well, no, I don't know that I can.
I'll do it if I can.," He said, ""Oh, I know you can.! He
said, " I'll give you the course background reading and
the books and you just skim through it as rapidly as you
~can and I'll help you with it." And he said, '""Here's the
outline for it," And so on. Well, it was about two months
in the summer-~a graduate course at Tulane. And mostly
these were school teachers, They were young school
teachers that came to take work for their graduate degree
and getting credit for it. These were science teachers,

And, of course, a lot of them were pretty young. Most of
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them. , but they were all older than I was. Butl mean

I was, let's see, I was at that stage in my life I was
about twenty., And most of these girls were twenty-two,
twenty-four, twenty-five., They were much more
experienced than I was. But there must have been about
thirty of them in this class. And I'd have to take them

on field trips. We'd go out on field trips into the swamps
and so on., I remember one time I.. This was on a
Sunday and I had to get a collection of snakes for them.,

So I went out into the swamps south of New Orleans with
a gunny sack and these forked sticks we used as kids

and picked up a whole variety of snakes. Put them in this
g‘u.nny sack, Still alive, And I had to rush home. I was
staying in a boarding house and I had to rush home to

eat because we ate at dinner,

You told me this story. The snakes started.. You didn't
tell me how it came about,

Well, that's how it came about, you see. And I had to

rush back to get there in time to eat. Because they
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had the big meal on Sunday was around noon or one
o'clock, something like that, And I just barely made

it. And I didu't have time to go to the lab--the laboratory

and leave the snakes. So, I put the snakes in the hallway

right behind the door as I came in. And then the dining
room was right next to the living room, but they opened
all together, you see. We were sitting at the dining
room table, when we,. The lady that ran the boarding
house was sitting at the head of the table and she happened
to look there in the hallway--looking through the door
that connected with the living room and there was a snake
in the middle of the carpet. And boy, she screamed

and nearly fell over, you know, and I knew what had
happened., So I rushed out there and caught the snake
and put him back in the gunny sack. He had squirmed
out some little opening in this gunny sack. Then I had

a hell of a time apologizing to her, But she was very

sweet and she 1iked_me.i That's the only reason I stayed,
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Because if she'd wanted to throw me out, she
really would have thrown me out. And I explained
why this had happened and I was sorry. She let
me stay.
Then you had your thirty odd students. Soﬁe of whom
you were dating.
Well, yeah, Sometimes I'd go out with them, Yeah.
We had a good time. Sometimes I'd go out with three
or four of them.,
Did you learn about women from them?
No, I didn't learn about women from any of them.
But I mean,. I didn't lead a monastic life, I saw a
lot of people and I liked to have a good time. I used ‘
to go out regularly. But, I must say that even at that
time I was gpretty disciplined, because my disciplinary
trainin.g from earlier days gave me,.developed a real
sense of responsibility. So that I woulda't let my work
suffer--my studies, And I had been raised that it was
a sin that could befall on me for me to fail anything, It

would have been hard for me to live with myself,

LY
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Worse than all the sins of New Orleans,
Oh, yes, And I think, even worse than that, if I

didn't really do well too. I mean I had to be at the

top of the class or very near it. Or else, I was very

unhappy. No, I expected to be there, and I should have
been there, you see. I had reached by that time a stage
you might say in my life to know that in competition with
my fellow man I could compete easily. I didn't have
any difficulty in competing with them. And I loved it,
you know, Competition--I thrived on it. I wanted to

be the top man ‘in the class. And I wanted to be able to

have them realize that I was, too. I didn't want to have

~ to tell them. You know, I expected them to know it.

So that if I didn't do well.. You know, I remember very..
I remember I was terribly upset and disappointed in a
mathematics class in my freshman year at college.

You told me that story.

You know,

Of course there wasn't anyone with ..

No. And he was a little astonished tﬁat I was concerned

about this. He thought I did well, 'You did extremely
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well. You made the best grade in the class.

I said, "I know, but I only made 80.!" To me that's

a poor grade.

Back to Diana, were there points in your 'l‘i‘fe”when she
was absolutely invaluable to you? On foreign trips or
times when she saved you from diplomatic disasters?

No, I can't rec;Il any specific incidence of that kind,

Don. You know, to illustrate. The first trip I made

to Russia I had a wonderful experience in the sense

that, I was alone, but I remember so well when I spoke

to some four thousand men in the audience and they

gave me..

Standing ovation?

..a standing ovation for it seemed almost interminable even,
It was very warm, But I didn't go to their homes on that
trip. I didn't get close to them. It was all pretty formal.
Now when Diana went with me--the time she went with

me, well, she met their wives and she,, They obviously
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DR, DeBAKETY: took a great liking to her. And she made a good impression
on them. And from that point on, we became very
close. And we were invited to their homes. So that,.
she did create, in a sense, an environment which made
the relationship far more..

SCHANCHE: Warmer,

DR, DeBAKEY: Yeah, far more amiable and more relaxed and more..
It was a closer kind of relationship and we became on
a first name basis, you know. They called her Diana,
She was that kind of person,

SCHANCHE: She was closer to every place you went, wasu't she?

DR, DeBAKEY: Yeah, that's right. That's right. So that, in that sense
she did add greatly to my relations with these people.
But there was no.. I can't recall any crisis that she

solved in any way. There really wasn't anything like

that.
SCHANCHE: Do you want to. go upstairs now?
DR, DeBAKEY: I'm going to have to go in just about five..
SCHANCHE: In about twenty minutes.,

DR, DeBAKEY: I think we'd better stop, because I'm going to have to...
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*NOTE: Begin here: "Notes on Cooley Investigation

Speaker: Don Schanche

I'll be making notes from "Confidential and Privileged Report of
Special Committee to the Board of Trustees, Baylor College of Medicine. "
Subtitle: "To Investigate Clinical Application of Artificial Heart at St. Luke's
Hospital, Houston, Texas, April 4, 1969."

The report opens with a conveying letter from Dr. Hebbel E. Hoff,
M.D., Ph. D. for the Special Committee reaching two conclusions:

1.) Funds from the National Heart Institute were used in the develop-
ment of the artificial heart used in the recent operation involving
the patient Karp.

2.) Guidelines for projects involving human beings were not followed.

Date on Hoff's note: April 18, 1969,

Followed by a letter April 8, 1969, from Dr. Theodore Cooper, M.D.,
Director of National Heart Institute addressed to Mike DeBakey raising the
question of new reports that the artificial heart recently implanted clinically
by Dr. Denton Cooley:

"Our grant records indicate that Dr, Liotta's, thatlis Dr. Domingo S.

Liotta... Our grant records indicate that Dr. Liotta's salary and to a substantial

L)
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degree his research was supported by Grant HE05435, This being the case, I
would like to request that the Institute be provided with summary data on the
test and evaluation of this particular device in animals prior to clinical appli-
cation. Also, as you know, current departmental guidelines require that pro-
jects involvvin‘g human subjects be approved by a local committee for human
investigatioh. Was the protocol for the clinical application of this device
reviewed by your local committee?

Sincerely yours,

Theodore Cooper

I presume it was Dr, Cooper's letter that gave the impetus to this

Committee.
_ Quoting an exerpt from a newsletter called "Drug Research Reports, "

April 16, 1969:

"A controversy developed over whethe’r Dr. Cooley was obliged to
follow federal guidelines by submitting to a review board his plan to use an
artificial heart. Dr. Cooper of N.H.I. wrote to Dr. Michael DeBakey, President
of Baylor (where Cooley is a surgery professor and holder of a two million

plus federal program project grant for artificial heart development) to determine

[}
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if the device used was made in DeBakey's laboratory under grant support
and if so federal guideline procedures were followed. There are one hundred
and thirty different projects going on under the DeBakey money.

... Cooley who has not been a Heart Institute grantee since fiscal
year 1967 denied any use of federal funds on the device he used. The device,
however, was designed by Dr., Domingo Liotta of Baylor, a current recipient
of N. H.I funds. Liotta said the device Cooley used was developed from Cooley's
Texas Heart Institute funds rather than federal money. Cooley said he and
Dr. Liotta started working on their device four months ago in the Baylor
surgical lab, the same lab DeBakey uses, He said Liotta and DeBakey were
working on a bypass of the left ventricle, the heart pumping chamber, not a
total replacement of the heart with an artificial organ. That was not being
studied until Cooley sought Liotta's advice, Cooley added.

Since Cooley is not now a federal grant recipieni;, N.H.I has no control
over his actions, However, if it is determined federal funds were used, N, H,I
could take some remedial action against DeBakey. That could range from a
mild rebuke for not following the rules to cutting off federal funds entirely.”

Guidelines for getting permission to use human subjects for research

are in a policy memorandum dated November 4, 1968:
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To All Faculty Members

From Harold Brown, M.D., Chairman, Committee on Research Involving
Human Beings '

"If human beings are to be used in any study, an application for
approval by the above Committee should be submitted to Dr, Harold Brown,
Chairman, Committee on Research Involving Human Beings, Room 6-4, Ben
Taub General Hospital, The application should be prepared in narrative form,
( eight copies.) following the outline set out below. "

The outline asks such things as:

1.} Describe your methods of obtaining informed consent of your
human subjects.

2.) Describe succinctly the procedures to be used on your human
subjects. Indicate any known human risks involving them. . involved
in such practice as expe;rimental medicine or surgery and describe
what safeguards you will maintain for the protection of your subjects.

3.) Indicate the potential benefits to be gained from this experimentation.

4,) Demonstrate your procedures for protection of the individual
privacy of your human subjects, If the project includes administration
of personality tests, inventories of questionairesl, etc., explain

how the informed consent of your subjects is obtained or why such
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is deemed undesirable in this project.

5.) The P.H.S. now has a‘very strict requirement that the College
exercise "continued surveillance' over research involving
human beings, Therefore, along with items one to four above
include the following statement:

"I certify that I will strictly adhere to the protocol
of procedures described in this application for research
support and will not alter those procedures in any way con-
cerned with human beings without prior consent to and receipt
of approval £fom the Faculty Committee on Research Involving
Human Beings, "

Among other things, this form must be signed by the department

chairman's signature, which in this case would have been Dr. DeBakey.
The Committee under Brown includes George Clayton, M.D,, David
Freedman, M.D,, Montague Lane, M.D., Arthur Beall, M.D., Harry
Lipscomb, M.D., ;‘Carlos Ballbona, M. D,

In addition to that committee, there is also a Medicél Research
Committee at St. Luke's Hospital which supervises and monitors medical

research at St. Luke’s.
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Also, the Public Health Service Grants for Research Frojects
Policy Statement revised July 1, 1967, issued by U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare Public Health Service says,.begins:

"Safeguarding the rights and welfare of human subjects involved
in investigations supported by Public Health Service Grants or Awards is
the responsibility of the grantee institution. This responsibility includes
assurance of adherence to the loss of the community in which the investigations
are conducted and due consideration to pertinent ethical issues. "

Quoting from a statermnent by DeBakey made to the Executive Committee
of the Board of Trustees on April 10, 1969, in which he opens by saying:
when he returned home from a trip to Washington on Monday, April 7, after
a meeting on Saturday, April 5, in Washington, Ted Cooper called and asked
the questions which he subsequently repeated in his letter.

| ] then asked Dr. Cooper, ' quoting now from DeBakey's statement,

"if he would write me a letter confirming his requests.' (Scratch preceding)

"I knew nothing about this matter until the news was released Friday
evening, April 4th after I arrived in Washington and had checked into my hotel.
1 left Houston Friday afternoon for Washington to attend a meeting of the Artificial

Heart Myocardial-Infarction Advisory Committee of the National Heart Institute























































































































































































