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April 14, 1965

Washington, DeCe

by Charles T. Morrissey

for the John F. Kennedy Library
You were beginning your fourth term in Congress
when John Kennedy came down to Washington to begin
his first term. Had you met him before he was elected
to Congress?
No, I never met John Kennedy before January, 1947,
when he first arrived here in Washington, on
the scene,
Did you have any dealings with him?
Oh, he was a real young, bright fellow, I was
much younger, myself, in those days. We got
along very well together, We saw quite a bit of
each other == we played golf and visited back and forth
in the offices. I tried to be of whatever help I
could, having had some experience at the Washington
level,
Did you serve 4n any committees together?
No, we never did serve on the same committees, When
he came here in 1947, I was on the Appropriations
Committee; and I've been on that committee since,
He was on the Legislative Committees in the House,

Did you have any common legislative problems that

you consulted with each other about?
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He had a great deal of interest in health, as I
have had over the years, He used to talk to me
about some of our health problems and how we
could do a better job than we were doing at that
time. Also, right around that é’-ﬁf’ there was an issue
involving the unification of the country of Ireland.
We worked together on that for four or five
years. We never had any success, but we brought
it to the attention of the world on two or three
occasions, in the House of Representatives.
What did you think of his taking on Henry Cabet Lodge
in '52? Did you talk about this before he came to
the decision?
Yes, I used te ride home with him to Providence
because he used to go there many times and then take
a car to Hyannisport. I flew up there with him many
times. It was my recollection that he would have
liked te have run for governor, But there just
wasn't a vacancy, and it didn't look as if any
vacancy was going to occure So, as he told me,
he took on Mr., Lodge at that time, It was a very
difficult decision to make, I think he would have
been stronger as a candidate for Governor; but he
went on, as you kmow, to earn one of the most impressive
victories in either the House or the Senate that
year, because it was a Republican year,
When he was a congressman what were your impressions

of him? Many people commented that he looked a little
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sickly, thin, boyish, informale Is this the way

he struck you?

He waeﬁuetty young at the time, and he was informal
and boyishe But he handled himself very well on the
floor. Whenever he!'d get up to make a speech you
wouldn't think that he was a bpy; you'd think he was
a man, He handked it as any man would,

Do you have any other recollections of any conversaw
tions on these trips up to Providence, when you and

he went together?

REP. FOGARTY: We used to talk a great deal about sailing in the
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summertime, Two or three times I drove him to
Hyannisport, and we'd stop along the Bourne Bridges
A couple of times he met people there he knew,

He was always a great person for the water, as

you know, and he did a great deal of sailing himself,
He was a real good athlete,

Are you a sailor yourself?

No, I'm note I'm inland a little bit in Rhode Island,
and I never had much to do with sailing,

The la st time I was up talking to you, I said I was
a little surprised by that picture up on the wall
that shows yourself and John Kennedy with the map

of Ireland in the background, That was taken, as

I recall, for use in the 1952 campaign?
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REP. FOGARTY: Yes, that was taken sometime in 1952, He came
over to my office and asked if he could have a
picture taken with me, with the map of Ireland in
the back, because,we had been working on this problem of the
unification of IrelandYat that time And I was sure
it wouldn't do him any harm in Massachusetts, with
all the Irish that were there at that time, Then,
on top of that, he asked me if I'd make some speeches,
which I did for hime I made about four radio
speeches for him in the campaign, urging'his electiocne
Morrissey: Were you at the convention in '56 when he andKefauver
had that contest for the Vice~Presidential nomination?
REP, FOGARTY: Yes, I was one of his so=called "vorker_a%, I was on
the stage most of the time, kept in daily contact with
his forces, and met with hispeople every night. We
really tried to do everything we could te get him the
- nomination for Vice=President at that times But
you know what happened. About a day before, he was
thinking about pulling out because he didn't think he
could get the nomination. We al].ttold him that he
ought to stay ine But as a result of the maneuvering
én the other camp, Mr, Kefauver was selecteds It's
probably a good thing he didn't get the nomination
for Vice~President because he might not have won at that

time,
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MORRISSEY & Did it look to you, during that hectic night, that
he might actually pull it off and get the nopination?

REP. FOGARTY: Oh, I thought he was ine I met the Speaker of the
House, Mre Rayburn, about a half hour before the
final voteq and he told me that Texas had endorsed
Kennedy for Vice President, I thought that that
was the ends I thought that was all over when the
Speaker of the House, Mr. Rayburn, made that statee
ments It didn't happen that way,.

MORRISSEY: Did you ever have any doubts in your own mind that
Rhode Island would not be solidly for Kennedy in the
160 convention?

REP, FOGARTY: Oh, noe We had a few people, I suppose, who would have
liked to have seen someone else; but ninety~nine
percent of the people are for Kennedy in Rhode Island.
As you know, we gave him the biggest percentage vote
of any state in the country in the 1960 electione
The people in Rhode Island just adore the whole Kennedy
familye

| Logha

MORRISSEY He was Senator for #fbw years while you were in the
House during those eight years, Did you have any
dealings on common legislative matters concerning
your neighboring states?

REPs FOGARTY: As far as New England was concerned, we were together
and met together at varous interludes for the good
of all NGV*".ngland. Then, again, in the field of

health and education, he was very much interested in
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these fields, He would offer an ah}ﬁendment sometimes,
and have it carried in the Senate, to increase the
appropriation in the field of health or education by
a certain number of dollars, He'd then call me teo
see if I could prevail upon the House to accept and
go along with his éﬁmendnmnt. This happened several
times, and I think we won every time,
Did you campaign for him outside the state of Rhode
Island during the '60 campaign?
No, I did note It's very difficult for anyone teo
leave his own district and state . You generally
stay home and try to get re~elected yourself,
If he had asked me, I probably would have.
When I was here in your office a week or two ago,
you mentioned that you assisted John Kennedy in
negoﬁating a rather complicated relationship
between the different Irish societies in Boston?
It was just the fact that we were trying to get them
all together for him in 1952. And I think, by and
large, they all were., Sometimes they don't always
go that way in Boston, as you know; but for Kennedy
they did because he just had everything., They just
couldn't afford to be for anyone else, I don't thinke

Did it take much pushing and hauling?
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No, I think that they were all persuaded that he
could wine I don't think that anybody else could
have won that election in 1952 but John Kennedye
When you were serving here in the House after he
became President, yourﬁnterest in health me asures
and, of course, the interest of‘ the Kennedy family

and the Kennedy/qdministration were extremely close.

A
Did you and he, while he was President, have discussions
about appropriations and other legislative
me asures in this field?
He calldd me down two or three times, I think the
most memorable one, and one of the most difficult decisions
I had to make, was in 1962, when he was trying to
get a very controversial piece of farm legislation
through the House., It was said at the time that it
was a matter of two or three votes, one way or the
other, He called me down at five o'clock one
afternoon, and for twenty minutes I sat there and
saidhnonto one of my best friendse I told him that
I hadn't voted for a piece of farm legislation in
twenty years and that I was just going along with
the way he voted when he was in the House and in
the Senate. He was the leader in this blocl in the
Senate because he knew at the time that it wasn't
good legislations But his answer to me was, "Well,
things are different nowe I'm the President,.”
I said, "Yes, things are different for you, but not

for me. I'm running for electiom this fall."
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He took it good=naturedly., He never held it
against me, It's one vote I'd like to have been
able to hewe changed for him, but I just couldn't
do it.
MORRISSEY ¢ I understand that you supported just about every
other measure which he sent up.
REP. FOGARTY: Just about everything but the farm legislation.
MORRISSEY s How about the trade expansion ,A.]I?J'.y
REP., FOGARTY: I voted against that a few times because I thought
that itﬁ;z; @ctéyf employment in Rhode Island and New
England, and I still think se, I probably will
vote against it next year, tooe .
MORRISSEY: In 1961 there ﬁ;a budget slash in the if:éé(ai-{f
for the National Institutes of Health, You gave
out a public statement criticizing the slash, and
the President commented on it in a news conference,
Did you ever discuss thiswith him beforehand or did
he ever comment on it afterwards to you?
REP. FOGARTY: No, I didn't talk to him beforehand, This was at
a meeting at the Statler Hotel in Washington,
Itve fcfrgot.tan the exact groupe I was asled this que S
tion ﬁka question and answer peried, and I just

said what I thought, The President did release
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some of these funds a few months la ter, though;
and I think he took some of our advice anyway.
Did you get involved in the St. Patrick Day

celebrations at the White House?

REPs FOGARTY: When he was President, I was asked to go down &
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couple of times, We always had a pretty good sized
Ste Patrick's party here for members of Congress.
It was one of the best in the country, I think,
run by Mike Kirwan of Qhie. The President was
Spankes of th House, Tohw
upstairs with the HousesSpesicer McCormick, myself,
and about five of us at the head table, He said to
me, "John, why don't you come over next Thursday, te
the White House. flhej Eéassador is going to be there,
and why don't you come over." I said, "The reason
that I'm not coming over is because you never asked
me," He said, "I'm asking you nowe® So, I was ine
vited that year and the follewing year, and I
enjoyed it very muchs
You were down at the White House far the signing of
the Mental Retardation Facilities and Community
Mental Health Centers Construction Act of Q¢tober,
1963. There's a picture in the outer office that

was taleen on that occasiomwe am I right?

REP. FOGARTY: Yed, I have a picture on the wall of my office here
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showing the signing of this bill; I think that
it was one of the most forwarde~looking pieces of
legislation in the field of retardation that had
ever passed the Congress. It was sponsored by the
President, himself, because he had a sincere
interest in this field, It was a pleasure to work
with him in trying to get the legislation through.
Now we're trying to make sure that we give them
every dime that they ask for under this authoriza=
tion, and we're working on that right today.
Is there anything else in regard to health kegislae
tion, medicare, federal aid to education) which you
were concerned with during the Kennedy Administration
and which we ought to put on the record here?
I can't think of anything special, We agreed on
just about everything in legislation and the field
of health and education, We both agreed that they
were the two most important fields, They affect
every human being in our country and have some effect
in world policy., Sometimes I just didn't think that
they went far enoughe I've been saying that for mny
yearsy, and I'll probably say the same thing this
TR with
How about the parochial school issue Ain the general
area of federa)laid to education? Did you and the

President ever bat this one around?
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REP, FOGARTY: We didn't see eye to eye on this one, He was

MORRISSEY s

REPe FOGARTY:

MORRISSEY :

REP. FOGARTYs

trying to be a little conservative on it., He

was trying toget a bill through Congress, and he
thought that his was the best way, But I differed
with him on this approach and thought that if
we're going to provide funds for education, we
ought to provide funds for all childrem, regardless
of their race, creed, or color, I still believe
that waye.

Looking back on it, he was a young man who came
down to Washington as a Congressman in 1947 and
was elected President in 1960. When do you think
he focused his eye on the possibility of running
for the Presidency?

I think it was right after he got elected United
States Senator in 1952. He made such a terrifie

aan{‘
run against Mr. Lodge, a very popular man, Tthink

st it was during the Eisenhower landslide, thatfhzx'w* o s s
started focusing his eyes on the Presidency of the

United States.

Did he ever indicate to you in any specific way

that he might be thinking along this line?

I can't say in any specific waye, He talked about

the Presidency of the United States many times,

but I never said that he was a candidate in those
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Is there anything else that you think we ought te
put on record?

Not unless you have any more questions, I just
feel that he wa)gne of the great men of all times,
If he had lived, he would have gone down in history
as the greatest President this country has ever
hads In fact, even on the basis of the short time
that he was allowed to serve us, I still think that
when the historians write the story about the

great Presidents, he is going to be very high on
the list, Among the Presidents I have knowne

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Truman, and Mr. Johnsone in

my opinion, he was way ahead of everyone,

Thank you very muchse



