
Miu 8%

Mereh 11, 1954

Dr. Alden H. dmery
Secretary
Americen Chemice] Society
1155 16 Street ‘ii
¥eghington 6, D. C.

Desr Doctor Emery:

On February 17, 1 wrote reuesting information on the rezsons

for refusing Mme. Joliot-Curie membership in our society. I have not

received & re.ly.

Siuce writing to you, L heve hed an opportunity to reed the

corres.ondence in, the Bubletin of the Atomic Scientist including your

owl remerks., Un the basis of whet L heve reed in the N, Y. Fimes and

in the Bulletin it would a;ceer thet me. Joliot-Curi« hea been r fused

menbersnir beccuse her busbead belongs to the Commauniet certy and

beceuse it is sussected thet she «leo is e communist syn etriser.

I think thet « grest many (1 hope the vest mejority) of
scientists feeal as 1 do ~ namely, thet membershiz in our Llerrnad

societies suould rest .rimarily on sclentific serit end interest cnc

thet © giver members versone]l politienl snd relighous beliefs co not

concern uS. I seve no doubt thet sme. Joliot—Curie’s primery purvose

in eovlving for membergni, wee not to “foster publie velfere"™ in the

United States, to iurther "the develovnent of Unlted Stetes industry" or

So add to the seteriel srosperity end te piness of toe raericen peoule®.

L presume thst her primary purpose wes to receive tue Journel end the

Abstrects at the reduced orice ger:nted ta mewhers. I dssgine slmoat
eli foreign mewbers (regerdless of politicsi o:inions) elso joinec for
this recgon snd so indeed Gid sost Americans, including uysell.

One of the things th t most of us desrvise in Comaunisl end
Fesciet regimes hrs been their attempt to impose purty doctrines on
ecientists end cembers of the lecrned vrofessions, in refusing
¥ne. Joliot-Curie membership, it seems to se the American Chemicel
Soclety hes teken ¢ big ste, in toils seme direction. 1 would like to

re.,ueat thet the eduissions comsittce and the Lirectors eeriously

reconsider tme. Joliot-Curie's asoplicetion and et leest try to repeir

some of the d:uage ulrency done to our society's reputetion both nere

and ebroad.

Ver; truly yours,

fe &. Pa,penhelmer, Jr.
£2P sagn Professor of “icrobiclogy
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