Merch 11, 1954

Dr. s£léen H. EZmery
Secretary

Americen Chemicel Society
1155 16 Street i
¥eshington 6, D, C.

Desr Doctor Imery:

On Februery 17, I wrote re uesting information on the rewsons
for refusing Mme. Joliot-Curie membership in our society. I have not
recelved & re.ly.

Siuce writing to you, ! heve hed sn opportunity to re:d the
corres ondence in the Bulletin of the itomic Yeclentist including your
own remerks. On the bhasis of whet L heve reed 4in the N, Y. Fimes a&nd
in the Bulletin it would sipesr thet Yme, Jollot-Curle hea been r:fused
measbershir becruse her husbead belongs to the Comsunlet nerty &end
beceuse it is sus;ected thet she zlmo is s comrunist syn etrizer.

I think thet & grest many (1 nope the vest mejority) of
scientists feal ss 1 do - nsuely, thet membershi; in our lesrrnsd
societies alould rest . vimerily on sclentific serit nd inverest snc
thet £ given mambers usersonsl ;olitiesl :nd religlous bellefr co not
concern uS, 1 neve no deubt thed fme. Jollot-Curials primeyy (urvose
in &..lving for membersai, wee pot to "foster public velfere® in the
United Ctetes, to {urther "ths develo.uent of Unlted Stetes Industry® or
®o add to the seteriel srosperity end he.plness of the raericen pen.ls®,
1 presume thut her primery jur;ose w5 to recelve ine Jonrnsl end the
ibstrecte at the reduced price grinted ta menbers. I lzsgine simost
eli foreign mewhers (regsraless of volitiesl orinfons) rlso joinec for
this recson snd 8o indred GIQ most imericens, including wysell,

Une of the things th: 4 most of us devrlse in Comaunisl ena
Fesciet regimes hrs bezen their attenm;t to impose perty doctrines on
gcientists end ewbers of the lecrned urofessions., in refusing
vme, Jollot-Curie membership, it seems to we the imericain Chemicel
“oclety hes teken ¢ big ste, in tnls sime direction. 1 would like to
re,ueat thet the sduissions coamittoe end the Lirectorc geriously
reconsider dme. Joliot-Curie's soplicetion snd £t lesst iry to repedr
some of the druege wlresdy done to our society's rejutetion both nere
end ebroud,.

Very truly yours,

f£e #. Pe, penhelmer, Jr.
2P ingn Professor of dierobiclogy
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