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Gentlemen:

My former pupil, collaborater and friend, Professor Elvin A. Kabat,
has show me the Mist of charges drawn up againat him. I am shocked that someof them are even considered seriously enough to enumerate. I refer particularly
te subscription to the Americam-Soviet Hedical Journal, membership in the
American Assomiation of Setentifie Workers, and participation in the American~Soviet Scien Soelety. If you ban curiosity as to Ruesian scientific
accomplishment and membership in one of the most active and progressive.
scientific societies in the United States, the American Association of
Selentifie Workers, you will not only seperate a high proportion of your
ablest scientists from your service, but will automatically pre judice another
high proportion against joining or ateying in the Governsent services.
If you leok with suspicion on any organisation to which a communist has
ever belonged it would be necessary to ban members or former members of
Congress from service under the Veterans! Administration, nor could youemploy a man such as Senator Austin because he has talked with Vishineky.

I have known Dr, Kabet ever since he came to me as @ student in 1933.He holds many Mberal and advanced ideas, in accordance with the finest
‘merican traditions. He is brilliant, outspoken, and has often been tactless,especially when he wes younger, and it is quite possible that for these reasonesome of his statements may have been misunderstood, possibly deliberately.

Dr. Kabat served with me jointly as responsible investigator in
a@ highly secret and dangerous project during the war, and I can testify withoutreservation as to his fidelity in the guarding of records, his seal anc fervorin the service of his country, and his complete willingness even to risk hislife on dangerous missions, J submit that these acre recent evidences of
maturity and patriotism should outweigh any suppositions based on the possibleextravagant talk of an immature young nan twelve years ago. J should like to
point out, too, that “r. Kahot has a wife and tro children, potent factors in
assisting a swing to the right. ‘



woen

I coneider these accusations as maniicstly abeurd and as of
ervel potential damage to the career of one of our sost promising and
brilliant young scientists. I congratulate the Veterans administration on
still having available to it the talents of this investigator, and trust that
thia fruitful comection may continue.

Very truly yours,

MH: jm Vieheel Heidelberger, Phils,
Frofescor of Immunochemistry, Columbia Universi ty
Member, National Aeademy of Setences
rormrly,Coansultant tc the Secretary of War


