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INTRODUCTORY  RESUME.-

As a condensad statement of the broader and more
important considerations to be borne in mind in the study of Russian
conditions I would like to present:

A) soms general remarks upon Russia;

B) comments upon the limitations and
validity of this report;

C) the principal circumstances and
characteristics of medical education
in Russia at present.

A. General Remarks on Russia.

1, Russla is a name - and like many namss it covers mors than
it oxplains and implies a greater diversity than can bs enumerated
or described. On roflexion you cammot dismiss the importance of the
size of Russia in land and population, on even superficial acauaintance
you camnot forget the variety of pesoples lanruages and castoms within
its boundaries. It camnot be described in terms of Westorn Europe or
4dmerica just as its languages cannot he conveyed in our alphabet.
One sixth of the earth is in Russia and more languages are spoken
thers than in all the rest of Burope. The effect of this immense
variety is heightened by the great distances and the resulting costly
communications(f) And yet it 1s an entity - comtrolled politically by
fifteen or twenty men and treated by the rest of the world as a

(1).~ The policy of the present government has been to tolerate the
reglonal differences of language, culturs, and local govern-

- - - - L] - - - - -
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political unity - as "Russia".

2. Yet, this huge agglomeration has a certain unity of another
order than the political for it has had 'en bloc' a cultural history
and perhaps even more impoftant it has not experienced 'en bloc'
cartain historical changes common to Westorn Burope. Russia never
passed through a Renaissance and never kmew a Reformation. For cent-
uries it was governmed by a small clan representing the church and the
nobility. The tradition was of a government passive of {(or at least
ineffective before) illiteracy, social oppression, and inequality of
human rights. There were almost no great social reforms up to 1917.
And so the traditions of the Russian are radically different from ths
West - so different that Russia and Western Europe have at bottom
extremely little in common - 1 say at bottom for the venesr of Western
ways was forced upon Russians by Peter ths Great and his descendants
and if the vemeer has cracked now, that is after all only the nmature
of veneer. It is misleading to expect or attempt to comprehend Russia
only in the terminology and thought of Western Burope. We must break
little laws if we are to see the big laws in operation; we must cast
aside small categories and terms if we are to encompass what is import-
ant in modern Russia. It is futile to expect to find the type of
democracy, of Justice, of efficiency, fair play, which are important
to us. We must distinguish between the makers and figure hsads of the
Russian Revolution and the comditions which made a Revolution inevitable,

It is in these conditions that Russia is peculiarly importantly and

««{from previous page) ment while keeping centralized control of
the essenfial:sources of power,
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nniformly different from the rest of the world. If the terms and
quality of the Russian's life are peculiar, the problems of contri~
buting to his welfare must be comsidered in the light of these
peculiarities.

3. A war, disastrously mismanaged, a revolution radical in its
inspiration in the cities, and far reaching in its agrarian counter-
part, and then a horrible period of chaos, foreign intervention in
favor of counter-revolution, famine and epldemic disease - few
European countries have known any of these afflictions and mone has
borne the staggering losses in wealth,men and social stability that
have fallen upon Russia. This 1s the course that has been run. The
after-effects are apparent everywhers, From many Russians one gots
the impression that these after-effects are not considered merely as
the fruit of Communism but as the result of oconditions in which
Communism was a part. In any case it could be masintained that such a
sequence of war, revolution, famine and disease entail almost irrepar-
able loss quite apart from the type of Government. Indeed the strength
(and wealmess) of the Communist Party lies now not only in their de
facto control of govermment but in the belief of most Russians that
no radically different form of government could be good enough to make
ap for the incalculable losses of another revolution. I do not thimk
the Soviet Government is a success nor Communism workable, but the
Soviet Govermment cannot be judged solely by the fruits immediately

visible - they are the fruits of war intervention and famine as welly
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The revolution began in the army and in the cities but it took a. special
form almost contemporansously in the villages,.where it was an instinct-
ive and unreasoned revolt of the peasants against the landlords., It
took the form of arson pillage and general destruction and steallig,

but only gradually (and at the instigation of the Communists) were
ideas of legalized redistribution of land believed and practised by

the peasants. In October, changes had gone so far that. the leaders of
the industrial and urbvan proletariat of Moscow and Petrograd repres-
enting a small but hard aucleus of extremists who knew what they

wanted and aided by previous ferment in army and navy, seized the
essential machinery of government and obtained eventually complete
control. But,more Important, the October revolution was not merely

. an unreasoning aversion to the old, but a fanatic declaration of
somothing new -~ larxiam and Commsunism,

4. The great struggle in Russia is between city and country,
between proletarian and peasant, between property sharer and property
owner, It can best be grasped when you remember that the peasants
took and divided the landlords® domains but had no new ideas about
property qua property, whereas the industrial workers in taking over
the factories were aflame with & mew and famatical creed. Peasant
and factory employee made common cause against owners, but every
succesding year since they have discovered how fundamentally different
are their points of view, their experience, and their interpretation

of the right govermment policy. The story of Russia for the next
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twenty or thirty years will probably center aroumd a struggle. The
political theorist, or the Communist supported by the industrial
employee, will struggle against the peasant - the mass and inertia
and opposition of the millions of peasants.

In Moscow and Leningrad there is frequent referenoce
to the "periphery"., This means all Russia except Moscow and Lenin-
grad - and especially the villages and distant gubernias or depart-

memks., There is a certain vagueness and vastness implied and the

term seems really significant of an important relationmship, namely
the city governs the country, and yet the country is too vast to
know itself or to be known comprehensively. Ard furthermore, the
clty takes upon itself the guidance of the country, and this
relation explains the great conoentration of model institutes in
Moscow and leningrad. Possibly they were not built to show to
foreigners (who sometimes flatter themselves by advancing this
theory ) but because the Soviet Government kmows the periphery is
too vast to be tiansformed in this generation by scattered instit-
utes and yet that it looks to Moscow and Leningrad for guidance.
5. The most important and outstanding fact about the U.5.S.R.
is that nowhere in the world will the next three decades witness so
clearly the vivid effects upon national life of general education.
The illiteracy of Russian soldiers was 74% in 1914. The Communists
must have converts. Continﬁity of this form of governmont depends

upon the education of the children. Communisp is a fanatic oreed -
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& Faith which, ag in our Reformation, takes Education as its brids
net for companionship bat to beget children. But the future genera-
tion, s0 ardently desired by the fathar, will be even more influenced
by the mother. Is it possibly that education widespread in Russia
for the first time will fail to change the political and social
picture? I do not under~estimate the impermeability of the present
ignorance, nor do I expect swift miracles, but a wvery great awakening
is coming to a people of 140,000,000 when general education is
encouraged in every possible way after hundreds of years of fostered
ignorance.

6. DRussia is changing no longer by revolutions but by processes
analogons to oellular replacement. Experiments may be imposed by
administrative authority but the verdict of sxperisnce in the long
run is returned and one by one the theories which don't work can be
discarded. The New Zconomic Policy, the rocent limitation of the
size of medical schools illuatrate how theories that won't work have
to be modified -~ or even reversed in response to imperative circom=
stances. The inner councils of the Govermment are small enocugh to
produce and powerful enouzh to apply many more experiments in govern-
ment radical and fantastic perhaps, but in case of fajlure more
likely to be withdrawn than defeated by the outbreak of counter-
revolution. Non-communists are too terrified and weary to be able
to stage a counter-revolution, and the Communists are willing to make

sacrifioces to each other's views to keep power in their own hands,
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I have attempted to call attention to the size and
complexity of what is called Russia, and to its pecular national
past which is so different from that of Western RZurope. I have em~
phasized the effects of the recent past which would have exhausted
any country regardless of its form of government. The contrast and
indeed the conflict bstween city and country, worker and peasant,
Communist and country 'vourgeois' has been noted as the struggle
of the future in Russia. I have explained the extraordinary import-
ance which education is lirely to have in modifying the social and
political picture in the U.S.5.K, and I have tried to indicate the
way that future changes are 1likely to be effected. These factors
stand out in my mind as the primary corsiderations in any attempt

to translate into our own terms what is taking place in Russia.
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Comments upon this Report,

s

The information upon Russia which is available before an
actual visit to that country is as a peneral rule vitiated by the wrltel"s
fears and prejudices = racial, religious, economic and political.x Russia
is too large and heterogeneous to be described by statements to which
exception cannot be takem end conditions are changing too rapidly for

even the best imaginable description to be valid a year after it is written,

My visit was brief, and restricted to the two great cities,
O0f the "periphery" I could learn only indirectly, There was the serious
barrier of not understanding Russian, ko doubt much information was with-
held through fear or caution, and it is probable that the best was eagerly
displayed though I know of at least one institution which was "too pood
to be shown" -~ if I may believe the guide I chose, Never having visited
Russia before I hed no basis of comparison for what was to be seen, And
it is quite certain that the occurrences of the past 12 years there,are
both quantitatively and qualitatively beyond the imagination of those who
have not passed through such experiences, Like most reporters of condi-
tions in Russia, I can make small claim to accuracy and no claim whatever
to thorough knowledge, And if it were possible really to lmow the condi-
tions there it would be extraordinarily difficult to convey a correct

impression,

The report 1s a record of some information which is undoubt-
edly correct, of initial impressions and of the general outlines of &

rapldly changing sitvation in a country of considerable size and 11:1pori:ance.

X, There hzw been fortunately some notsble exceptions (e,z, reports of

Philip niller and W,H, Gantt),
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C. ZErincipal Circumstances and Characteristica of

Medical Edugcation the .

Medical education in Tsarist Russia was inadequate to the needs of
the country, though there was produced an elite of practicioners, teachers
and investigetors of umguestionably high quality, The large number of
almost overwhelmdnéwlgnorant and superstitious peasants was the despair of
the private practicioner and a goed to the consclence of any one interested
in public health work or preventive medicine, But the spirit and organiz-
ation of the government lent but 1little support to social medicine or
hygiene, In research work the Russians of Tsarist times were not brilliant-
ly supported by the government but were nevertheless well represented in
the acientific world,

The war, revolution and eumigration, famine end epidemics (especially
typhus) have thinned the ranks of practicioners and teachers to an appalling
extent, Add to that the effect of the destruction of the sources of wealth
which contributed to create and maintain clinics and institutes and the
obstacles now placed in the path of private practice and it is clear why
isolation from the outside world of medical science is almost the "coup de
gréce" for teacher or doctor in the U,S.S.R,

That is the background for the present situation in the medical
schools, The size of Russia and the vestness of its medical problems would
overwhelm a richer and more brilliant system of medical education, But in
addition there is isolation especially from the outside world, and poverty
in common with most of the government institutions and the unrepaired

depreciation of buildings during the last 14 years, The interruptions,
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deaths, resignations, emigrations, and reorganizations have broken in memny
places the continuity of standards and traditions in medical education,

The control of the selection of students and election of
professors has been more rabidly political than it is today, Red professors
and red students was a formmla which produced practicioners so palpably
inferior that they were vomited back into the schools - the theory broke
down and now the Comuissariat of Education is restlessly groping for a
means to produce caposble teachers and village practicioners and coldly
1imiting the number of students in relation to the faoiliﬁies for their
instruction, But the choice remnins favorable to teachers and students

likely to be in sympathy with the Communist Party.

4, As sallent characteristics of medical education in the U,S5,S,R, the
following deserve mentions

The Commissariat of ETducation exerts & strong and centralized
control over all the schools, The curriculum is virtually wmiform, the
selection of professors determined b}} authorities in loscow, Through model
institutes in Leningrad and loscow the periphery is supplied with standards
and training centers,

The teaching of medicine is strongly permeated with the
preventive rather than curative point of view, the care of the mass rather
than of the individual, Indesd a considerable share of the teaching of
medicine (e.g, post raduate schools) is in care of the Commissariat of

Public ealth,
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The standards and quality of instruction given is maintained
by men trained before the revolution and it is to their devotion to their
work above any considerations of personal comfort or political sympathy
that we must look for the continuance of standards of medical education in
Russia, Whether in their isolation and poverty they will be able to
transmit their tradition and their tempo of devoted work is still in doubt,
There is the same contrast and conflict between professors and politiciang
&8s in other countries = indeed it is more bitter for being repressed on one

side and suspicious on the other,

From fha student body of Tsarist times that of today is
quite different, for it is recruited in large part from & class that had
no tradition, no background or no opportunities fifteen years ago, Even
professors of reactionary sympathies comment on the amszing eagermess of
these students to learn, but are equally anphatic as to their lack of
general culture and information, It is impossible to suggest what effect
upon the Russian medicine of to-morrow this change will have, but there is

no doubt of the difference,

The schools of medicine in the U,S.SiR. 8re poorly maintained,
Like nearly everything in Russias,bétter than the recent past would encourage
one to expect, not infinitely worse than in Tsarist times, but in contrast
to America unbearably sad, pathetically poor and in gﬁeat need of outside

contacts and encouragenent,
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_MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN RUSSIA.

There are 24 Medical Faculties in the U,S,S,R, (1927)
with a total student enrcllment of 24,000, 15 of these are in the
R,5,F,S.R, and are attended by 18,000 studemts, There were 20

medical faculties in the R,8,F.S,R. in 1922, but 5 have been

discontinued,

Astraien,

Gosudarstvennyj Medicinskij Institut imeni Lumatcharskogo,
(State Lunacarskij Medical Institute) foumded in 1918,
800 students in 1926,

Ekaterinosglav,

Ekaterinoslavski] Medicinskij Institut, (Ekaterinoslev
Nedical Institut), Founded in 1916 as higher medical
school for women, In 1918 was re-organized as Univers~
ity with four faculties; in 1920 became again only
Medical Institute, 1300 students, half women, in 1925,

Erjvan,

Staats-Universitat, (State Univgrsity), Has faculties
of medicine, agriculture, social sciences and technical
faculty, 1160 students in 1925,

Kazgn,

Gosudarstvenny Kazanskij Universitet imeni V,I, Uljanova-
Lenins, (Uljanov~Lenin State University)., Founded in

1804, Has faculties of physical mathematics, medicine
and work, 1928 students in 1926,
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Kharkoff,

Medical Faculty title ist "Kharkowski Meditzinsky
Ingtitut",

E;GV.

Klinyenyj Institut, (Kiev Clinical Institute for
higher mediocel education), Founded in 1918,

Kyivsky BakteriologienyJ Institut, (Kiev Bacterio-
logical Institute), Founded in 1896 and does work
in medicine, vaccine, malaria and epidemiology,

Krasnodar,

Kubanskij ledicinskij Institut, (Kubaner Medical
Institute,).

Leningrad,

Voenno-Medicinskaja Alademija, (Military Medical
Acaderny), Founded in 1798, 1000 selected students
in 1922, Not only for military but also for civil
practicioners and teachers,

Leningradskij Medicinskij Institut, (ILeningrad ledical
Institute), Founded in 1897, 2170 in attendance at
lectures (584 men, 15686 women) in 1926,

Gosudarstvennyj Institut deja usoversenstvovanija vracej,
(State Institute for higher Medical Education), 1In
connection with it 1s the Grandduchess Helene Pavlovna
Free Clinical Institute, Founded in 1885, Particularly
interested in practiocal medicine and senitation, 501 in
attendance at lectures in 1926,

Gosudarstvennyj Institut Medicinskich znsnij, " GIMSA %,
(State ledical Institute), Founded in 1908 as & psycho-
neurological institute, Each month holds a scientific
meeting wnder the Chairmanghip of the Rectors, Has
connected with it the State Institute of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, The Institute of Stometology and the lenin-
grad Institute of Traumatology, 1645 students in 1926,



Leningrad (continued)

Leningradekij GosudarstvennyJ Universitet, (leningrad
State University). Founded in 1819, Has faculties of
language and culture, social sciences, physical mathe-
matics and geography, 4435 students in 1926, No
medical faculty,

Gosudarstvennyj Institut experimentalnnoj Mediciny,
(State Institute for Experimental Medicine), Founded in
1890, Supported by Narkomsdrav,

Minsk,

Belorusskij Gosudarstvennyj Universitet, (White Russia
State University), Founded in 1921, Has faculties of
socialism, pedagogy and medicine, 2400 students in 1925,

108COW,

Peruy) Moskovskij Gosudarstvemnyj Universitet, (First
Moscow State University). Founded in 17556, Has faculties
of physical mathematiecs, ethnology, Sovietism, medicine,
9050 students (4456 men, 4594 women) in 1926,

Moskovskij II Gosudarstvemmyj Universitet, (Second Moscow
State University), Founded in 1926 as iioscow Higher
Courses for Women, Has faculties of medicine, chemico=~
pharmacy and pedagogy., 5108 studente (1907 men, 3201
women) in 1925,

"Giz" "Gosudarstvennyj Institut Zdrabovkhrunénia®,
"Institut okhrany maternistva i inladentchestra™ ( Institut
de Protection de la liaternitdé et de 1l'Enfance}, Institut
Vénéorologique de 1'Etat, Institut d'Etat de Physiothérapie,

ioscow has various wedical institutes, Including Institutes
of Tropical medicine, of Sanitary Hygieme, Infectious
Disgases, Tuberculosis, eto,

Niznij Novgorod,

Nizegorodskij Gos, Universitet, (Novgorod State University),
Has faculties of mechanics and chemistry, but not of
medicine, 1664 students {of which 463 are women) in 1926,
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Odessa,

OdeskyJ Derzawvay) iedycny) Institut, (Odessa State lledical
Institute), Founded in 1900,

Odesskij Gosudarstvemnyj Dermato-Venerologciceskij Institut,
(Odessa State Skin and Venereal Disease Institute), Founded
in 1917,

There is also a Department of liedicine and Biology in the
Naucno-issledovatel'skie Katedry v, Odesse, (Research Inst,).

Perm.

Permskij Gosudarstvennyj Universitet, (Perm State University).
Founded in 1916 as branch of the University of Petrograd,

Has faculties of agriculture, medicine and pedagogy. 1966
students in 1926,

Rostov on Don,

Warsaw Medical Faculty transferred to Rostov,

§gmra .

Samarskij Gosudarstv, Universitet, (Samara State University).
Has faculty of pedagogy, 427 students (148 men, 279 women)
in 1926, ©No medieal faculty,

atov

Gosudarstv, Saratovskij Universitet imeni N,G, Cernysevskogo,
(N.6, Vernysevskogo State University), Has faculties of
pedagogy and medicine, 1200 students in 1926 (of which

700 are women),

Saratov also has a District Institute of Microbiology and
Epidemiology of Southeastern U,S.S.R.

Smolensig,

Smolensklj GosudarstvennyJ Universitet imeni Okdjabr!sko]
revoljucii, (Smolensk State October Revolution University),
Has faculties of medicine and pedagogy., 1925 students in
1926,
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Tiflis,
Tiphlisis ssachelumtziphe Universitet, (State University
of Tiflis}, Founded in 1916, Has faculties of pedagogy,

medicine, social economy, agriculture and polytechnics,
Over 5000 students in 1926,

Voronez,

Voronezskij Gosudarstv, Universitet, (Voronez State Uniw
versity), Founded in 1802 as Dorpat University. Became
Voronez University in 1918, Has faculties of pedagogy
and medioine, 2155 students in 1926,

Tashkent,
Medical Faculty title not lmown,

B a k u.

Azerbeidjansily Josudarstvenny Universitet,

Oms Xk,

Omskij Medicinskij Institut, (Omsk Iedical Institute),
Founded in 1920,

T oms k,

Tomskij Gosudarstv, Universitet, (Tomsk State University),
Founded in 1880, Has faculties of medicine and physical
mathematics, 1601 students - 901 women, 700 men,

Irkutsk,

Gosudarstv, Irkutskij Universitet, (Irkutsk State University),
Founded in 1918, Has faculties of medicine, law and
administration, pedagogy and work, 180 graduates in 1926,

Viadivostok,

Dal'ne Fostocnyj Gos, Universitet, (University of the Far-
East), Lo Faculty of Medicine; possibly after two years,

Hes faculties of polytechmics oriental }
o phng ) anguages and
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2. HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL UNIVERSITIES .-

It is rather remarkatle that the medical universities
have continued to function as well as they have when we revisw the
conditions. These have not been normal since 1914. At the beginning
of the VWorld War, the ten medical universities in Russia were well
oguipped and moderatsly well supported, although the number of
students handled was not sufficient for Russia's needs. A few of
the Institutes and hospitals were heavily endowed by private bene-
factors; for example, the Leningrad Obstetrical Hospital which was
erected by the last czarina, at a cost of over a million pounds,
and was one of the finest hospitals of its kind in the world,

From 1914 on the schools received progressively less
in furds and materials, so that by 1917 they were getting about half
of the pre-war funds and practically no medicaments or equipment
oxcept that little which was manufactured within Russia. The condi~
tions of the hospitals and of the personnel was, however, not precar-
lous; there was food, fuel and a surplus in some things. Then came
the upheaval of two revolutions, followsd by four years of widespread
famine and decimating epidemics, during which time the theories of
Communism were applied to the schools as well as to the individual.
During thess years there were almost no funds, materials or any kind
of medical supplies; no repairs to the buildings, and only a pitiful

amount of fuel or food, and earnings were made Impossible because all
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trading was abolished by law and punished by imprisonment, Practically
all members of the persohnel suffered. The bare question of existence
from day to day due to general conditions of getting what was necessary
to hold body and soul together, was the one thought uppermost im
everyone's mind. Professors spent part of their time in squads
shovelling snow, standing in line for their rations of black bread,
potatoes and herring, and hurrying by foot from one pcet of duty to

another, and in what time was left performing their specilal duties,
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Instruction in Comnunism and some attempt at
Soviet control has been introduced. During the period from 1918-
1621, when a strict application of Communistic principles was
applied to everything, the medical schools were also Sovietized.

At present the residusal changes are;

1) Large increase in the number of students.

2) Large increase in the percentace of women and of
workmen and psasant students.

3; Large reduction of budget.

4) Nore highly centralized govermment control and
emphasis on prevention and hygiene.

5) Although impaired facilitics and equipment through
exhaustion of finences with resulting lowering
of efficiency of teaching in some branches,
there has been some growth in other lines,
particularly in public health instruction.

The schools were nearly completely paralyzed
from 1917 to 1920, but made a remarmable
partial recovery durinz 1922 and 1923, and
they are being gradually restored to their
former condition.

"After the Hevolution every effort was made to educite the pro-
letariat, for whom higher education had becen previously difficult to
obtain. Students from the bourgoois class were discriminated
against.

“It was quite natural, thereforc, that great numbers of all
ages flocked to the institutions of higher sducation. Although they
were enthusiastic and eager to learn, they had no educational back-
ground; many of thom had just learned to read and write. The uni~-
versities were dreadfully overcorowded. Student committees were
allowed to interfere with the curricula, amd the professors were
forced to make their instruction more and more elementary in order
to be intelligible. Because of the pressure of the oncoming droves
of students, each class was passed almost en masse, whether 1t had
learned anything or not.



"Last year the first crop of medical graduates went
out into practice and, interestingly enough, the residents
of the distructs in which they began to work, themselves
complained to the Government about the inadequate training
of these new dooctors. They are thersfore being returned to
medical schools for a supplementary course of two years. The
now govermsnt, after the Revolution, refused to heed the
advice of the medical faculties, and it has learned by the
trial and error method that its theory of education was
impracticable, or at least inapplicable to the mediocal
profession.

"The most interesting conversation on the subject of
medical education was with Professor lLang of the Leningrad
Medical Imstitute. After the Revolution his school was forced
to receive 600 students a year, but the number is now limited
to 200, The students' interference with the curriculum has
decreased to about 25% of what it was just after the Revolu-
tion; and he believes that it will dsorease still more, for
he said that it was apparent to everybody that the system then
in operation failed entirely in its own purpose - to produce
good practitioners". (Notes on my Visit to Soviet Russia,

by Dr. C. Philip Miller, 1928).

In the past the contacts of Russian medical faculties
were first with Germany and Austria, and second with France - third
probably difficult to determine. It may be noted that before the
war Switgerland had large numbers of Russian medical students. Now
(1928) the number of contacts with Western Europe is almost negligible

bat the order of preference would probably be Germany,‘Franoe, and

America.
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3.~ ORGANIZATION OF THE MEDICAL FACULTY.

Medical education in the faculties of medicine 1is
in the Commissariat of 3ducation. The Commissary is
M., Lunacharsky, but the special member or section chief
for medical education is Professor V. Bronner, a neurologist
with Parisian training, and a man of considerable ability.
He has visited every faculty in Russia and is the best-
informed individual regarding thoe status of medical education

in the U.5.5.R.

There are numerous medical institutions, especially
in the field of hysiene and post—graduate medical imstruction
which are not under the Commissariat of Zducation but under
the Commissariat of Public Health (Narkomsdrav), whoso

Commissary is Semashko.

In both cases thore is highly-centralized control
of appointments of staff, expenses, and curriculum in the
hands of the authoritiss in Moscow. Thus the control is
in the hands of the Communist Party, amd its influence is

telt by the rank and file of rectors, deans aml professors
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whose interests are not political and whose sympathies are
often covertly non-Communist. The chief professors have at
times, but not freguently, been changed from the positions they
held before the Hevolution. This political control is probably
not as harmful as it would be in other countries, and it has
cortain advantages. It tends to preserve order and prevent
dissensions ani anarchy, in a time when further squabbling
would pe suicidal, and strict discipline is necessary for
rejuvenation. The schools may owe more than thay have realized

to this strict control.

The Kector of a University is appointed by the
Govarnment and the liector in turn appoints his deans. Professors
ars chosen from a list presented by & special faculty commission

\
of three(léo the Section Chief (Bronner) of the Commissariat
of sducation. DBrommer consults the State Scientific Council
(30 members)} and then chooses the professor from the list

submitted. Bronner could impose a proiessor if he wished, but

in practice he has not done so, he said. In 1926 Gantt noted:

"Although most strictly administrative positions are
agsigned to Communists, the sclentists thomselves are left

entirely to work out thelr scientific problems as they desire,

(1) one political, one represemting the Narkomsdrav, and
one the students.
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as they did formerly. As far as I have been able to

ascertain from two year's work in Soviet Russia, distribution
of Soviet funds to laboratories and appointment to scientific
positions is made according to merit rather than to volities,

I have seen during the past year that some of the scientific
laborators vhose heads are directly opposed to Soviet politics

have received the greatest amount of money and equipment .

Politics does not often interfere with a doctor's
having the position to which his ability entitles him, except
for administrative places which are usually given to party
members. The heads of public health departments are Communists,
and gonerally, judging frbm my experioence, efficient organizers,
and in most of the scientific institutes there is a political

commissary with:certain administrative powers,"

The arrangement of the curriculum (g.v.) is in the
hands of the central authority (Bronner) and is uniform for all
the R.S.F.8.R. The allotment of ﬁhe budget is determined
similarly but with some local modifications in distribution.
Through surveillance the guality of work and the validity of

the University degree is staniardized by the Narkompros..

For its internal management, each medical faculty is

administered by the dean and the Faculty council, together



24,

with special committees for each discipline. The Faculty
council of the lsdical Yaculty of the First University in
Moscow, for example, meets ten to fifteen times a year,
discussing teaching problems of faculty as a whole, possible
candidates for vacant chairs, ami the promotion of teachers,
agsistants, etc. The special committees for each discipline
mect from two to twenty—five times a year as circumstances
recuire, and for the following purposes: attempts to improve
teaching facilities of a given department, determination

of programmes of work, discussions of teaching methods,
discussions of camdidates for vacant professorships, reports
on the work of various institutes, accounts of activities

of the teaching staff, lecturss of candidates for docentships.
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4,~ UNIVERSITY FINANCE.-

No information was available, excapt that

published in the announcement of the First Moscow University

which follows:

The financial conditions during the period that
followed the Civil War were most depressing., It is only in

1924 that a gradual improvement began to take place.

The budget of the 1 Moscow University for 1913
amounted to 2,638,911 Roubles, It went down as far as
2,087,440 Roubles in 1923~1924.

1924~1925 - 2,963,339 Roubles,

1925~1926 - 4,894,116 "

It may consequently be observed that the 1925-26
budget 1is 65% higher than that of 1924-26 and is squal to the
1913 budget (considering the rate of exchange). It may be
added that, in 1913, there was a2 regular inceme of 300,000

from the capital of various philanthropic foumiations.

The school year of 1925-26 brought about a radical

change in the financial situation. The Soviet of Moscow and
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the State Bank joinad thelir efforts and managed to cover
most of the University debts. The allotment of the State
was also considerably increased at that time. The slogan
was: the best thing'is_ggg to reduce expenditurecs, but on
the contrary, to increase the expenditures and consequently

the assets as well,
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5,~MEDICAL SCHOOL FINLNCE.

Very scant information 1s available to give the picture
of medical school finance at the present time, and if plent& of
figures were available, many pitfalls would still lie in theilr
correct interpretation. The gold value of the rouble is

‘ wiblian Waasi'a
particularly important for foreign purchases but now of no
importance for rent, and very little for food. Depreciation
of buildings apparently would not appear in budget estimates
since the buildings I saw had not had any repairs for ten years
and more. It will however be a very heavy item in the next

ten years. There is no base lins for comparison of the available

figures since the siznificance of the money itself has changed.

As a matter of record the following budgets in gold

roubles may be noted:

Leningrad 1913 1014 1916 19016 1022 1923
Med. Institute 400,257 377,599 33,484 33,484
Leningrad MNilitary 875,000 238,000
Academy

Leningrad State

Med. Institute 276,395 222,444 33,582

In 1927-28 salaries of professors.
The Military Academy in Lemingrad has (1927-1928)
5000 roublcs for purchase of apparatus abroad and 1200 roubles

for books and periodicals, The rouble was 2,50 to the dollar
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1ez28.
in December 1927 and 3.00 in Februaryﬁ For students' fees, etc,

see under this heading - this source of income 'is negligible, as

is that ot gifts and incomes from private sources. No figures

wore given me of actual medical school budgets but the departmental
budgets vary from 100 to 250 roubles a month ( £350 to £1000 a

year) (See under Laboratories and Clinical Facilities).

Full-t ime professors receive 260 roubles & month,
men in practice 180. Assistants 95 and "aspirants" 80 roubles a
month. Living auarters (2 rooms) for a proressor cost 5 - 10
roubles a month, an item that shows how illusory is the suparficial
comparison of budgets and figures of faculty expenses in the

R.5.F.S. 1, at pressnt.,

The First University at Moscow runs its own clinics
and indeed charges special rates for patients and supports some of
the laboratories from the surplus. The other schools visited
sither use municipal hospitals or hospitals supported partly by

Narkomsdrav and partly by Narkompros ,
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6.~ LABORATORY FACILITIZS.

In goneral from the schools visited the impression
received is that the laboratories are fairly well housed, rather
uniform in equipment and housing, in a bad state of repair, but
aven S0, used.more affectively for the average student than 1s the
rule in Western Burope. The floor space is usually considerable
and the schools 1limit the number of students to their laboratory
facilities. Apparatus and reagents are almost uniformly inadequate
and there is much difficulty in getting apparatus from abroad on
account of the restriction placed upon amounts for foreign purchases.
The teaching seen was impressive on account of the intense serious—
ness of the students, but I gathered that their intellectual
baggage was scant, their poverty a great handicap and the large
proportion of girls may not be able to accept the extraordinarily

heavy work demanded by the conditions of country practice.

Any sums spent for apparatus would be used twice to
ten times as much as in most Buropean countries = in this point

Hussian medicine closely resembles the American practice.

The Govermmsnt has at first concentrated support

more in the independent institutes allied to medicine, but is now
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turning to the faculties and beginning to help them relatively

more liberally.

The following random notes on some of the laboratories
visited in December 1927 may indicate what were the general condi-
tions of the best faculties in Russia as regards laboratory

eguipment .

It should first be noted that practical work was
honestly emphaslzed everywhere and that the numbers of students are
adjusted to the laboratory facilitlies and if nacessary strictly
limited. There is a dearth of apparatus and supplies that is in
evidence everywhere. The assistants divide their time and energies
between two or more places. But in some ways these defeots are
made up by the earnestness of the students and the fact that hard
intellectual work is an actual solace for an otherwise unbearsable

axistence.

FIRST UNIVERSITY - MOSCOW,

Anatomy .- Proiessor Piotr Karusin - old man,
strict teacher., Finishes curremt year in old building. New building
2/3 done. 62 rooms costing onme x3 xxx million roubles, begun in
1926. At present Karusin has 600 students. 100 bodies for them.
Other laboratory expenses well taken care of. Good museum. Not

much investigation going on., Histology, Embryology and Topographioal
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Anatomy all separated from Anatomy.

Pathological Anatomy.- Professor Abrikosov (away),

Prosector Davidovski. Three courses, total 1000 students. 300
autopsies a year. Staff! Professor, 1 prosector, 1 Assistant
prosector, 5 paid assistants, 15 aspirants ( young assistants trying
out for academic posts). Budget 250 roublcs a month, but can

only spend 10 r. a month outside Russia. Does all autopsies for

the clinics. ixcellent lab. 100 microscopes - one for each student
in a section. Can't buy the journals they need.

Pharmacology .~ Prof, Vasily Nicolaleff. Camse from

Kazan, Vas pupil of Schmiedeverg. TFair laboratory., 15 rooms.
Student gets lectures, demonstrations, and about 40 hours of
laboratory work. Also consideravle practice in pharmacics of Moscow
in prescription making. N's salary 250 roubles. Laboratory budget
130 roubles a month. Great improvement over conditions 3 years ago.
XN. has 3 assistants and 3 aspirants. Apparatus expensive, journals
vfew, chemicals not always good.

Hygiene .~ There are four chairs of Hygieme:

1. General Hygiene. Professor Syssin, 4 Assistants,
J asplrants. Given in third year 252 hours in all. Laboratories
large, well-lighted, well-equipped.

2. Occupationmal Hygiene, Professor Kaplun, 144 hours
in 4th year. Omly 2 small rooms, mostly museunm.

3. Sohool Eygiene. Professor Molkov. 144 hours

in 4th year. Largely lecturcs. No rooms.
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4. Social Hygieme. Professor Semashko. One room
filled with charts.

"he laboratory buildings of the First Universlty were
built about 1890~18958 and are comparable to others elsewherec of that
era, except that considerable repairs should bec made in the near

future.

SECOND  UNIVERSITY .-

Experimontal Biology.~ Professor M. Zawadowsky

(absent). Assistant Blacker. ixcellent little laboratory. Fine
spirit. Good work on genstics in fishes and axolotl., 20 roubles
a month is the laboratory budget. In existence only three years.
Students during their first year and a half - 10 sections a week
for 2 hours,

Physiology.~ Professor Lina Stern, formerly in

Geneva. Speaks Russian, Italian, French, German and English. Weoll~-
eguipped, small laboratory, giving good impression. She complained
of division of assistants' time and of the poverty of her stgdents.
Was givem 10,000 roubles to equip her laboratory two yoars ago, now
has budget of 40 roubles a month. Has students 2 semesters = they
get 2 hours a week of lectures, 2 hours of seminar, a week, and 36
hours a semester of laboratory work,

Topographical Anatomy.— Professor K.D. Esipov. Talented

draught sman, most brilliant teaching collection of charts and drawings
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1 have soen in Zurope. Good operating room for animal surgery,

Microbiology .~ Professors Kritschevsky and Ismailsky.

4 large, rather well=-eguipped, but inappropriately-housed Institute
which does immunity serology, chemotherapy and bacteriology as an
independent institute, and also does teaching for the II University,
Under Commissariat for Bducation. Both professors and nersonnel
look like good men. An important ocenter. 40 on the staff, 15
aspirants, 15 puvlications in 1922-1923, 61 in 1926-1927. Total

budget for 1926~1927 was 27,000 roubles.

MILITARY MEDICAL ACADEMY .~

Phamacology .~ Professor S.%. Anitschkoff. Younz

and active. lLaboratory small, not well-ecuipped, but very active,
Two good assistants, 200 in class.

Pathological Anatomy.~ Professor N,N. Anitschkoff.

Careful worker. Good eguipment, good work going on. Relat ively
young man.

Physiology .~ Professor L. Orbielli.- Good laboratory.
Excellent laboratory work by students, who seemed better type than
elsewhere. No girls. Soldiers and officers have preference at the
Academy. Military students get unfform and 60 roubles a month and
must serve two years in army for every year in school paid for by
State. Pavlov held this chair but resigmed as protest against ex-

pulsion of children of clergy from Universities.
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Hysiene .~  Professor G. Chlopin. Only hygiene of
enviromment. Large museum and empty laboratoriss, No relation with
pract ical work. Good quarters inadequately used,

Bpidemiology and Bacteriology.- Protfessor Zabalotny.

No demonstration area, Laboratories well-equipped and in fair use.
Met him when he was in the midst of conferences with students on

program for next year. NomZuropean touch!

MEDICAL INSTITUTS .~

Anatomy .~ Professor absent, One of the best

teaching museums I have ever seen, work of former professor welnberg.
Large and well-equipped institute.

Pharmacology .~ Professor Lichatcheff. Small laboratories

but crowded and well-equipped. 3 assistants but half of the work is
done by voluntary assistants, whosec clinical academic careers are
strengthensd by a year or so in "theoretical" branches. Laboratory
got 100 roubles a month before the war, now 70 but this 70 has the
value of 20 or 25 roubles before the war.

Preparation of students before they take pharmacology
is one semester of inorganic chemistry, two semesters of organic
chemistry, one semester of colloidal chemistry, and two semesters
of biological chemistry. In pharmacology each student gets 3 hours

of lectures & week and 6 to 8 practical exercises of 3 hours during
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the course, ami a small amount of seminar work.

For information regarding recent changes in teaching
methods, facilities, etc. in the First University of Moscow, see

Appendix I . This information is translated from the official

publication of the University.



7 ~CLINICAL Fu«CILITILS .~

In gencral the teaching clinics of the Faculties
visited in Deccmber 19Z7 wers well-staffed and directed by able
and well-informeé men, who evidenced in most cases no political
interest or influence. The nursing was poor and the housekeeping
worse. The buildings need a great deal of repairing. Souipment
seemed antiquated and worn at times, but there is a good deal of

renewal, and tho level is better than mizht be expected.

The First University in Moscow possegsses its own
clinics and must maintzin them by fees from patients. The Second
Moscow University and the schools in Leningrad use city or govern—

ment hospitals, bearing only the teaching charges.

I was impressed by the desire of the clinical teachers
to see that the average student shall geot a zood training - rather
a c&ntrast to the attitude in Italy, Austria or France. The emphasis
is upon practical familiarity by each student with the cases assigned
to him, and the attitude of the teachers, was kindly serious and
unaffected. There are many parallels between American and Russian
points of view, but the dread of country practice keeps a larger
number of interns and voluntary assistants at work in the faculties

in Russia than with us.


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































