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Dearest Ma:

Excuse plecse this very legible but 411 toc business-

like handwriting: it is so coid here [I cant make any headway with

a pen and have to work not to hit the wrong key with hy two numb

index fingers, Mothing do these folks mow of warmth that comes

from mans effort, hoses they leave with the gales sucking, through

then on the coldest days and they sit still and shudder and ercan

at the barbaridade of the ccld, I have cnly been one stove for

heat giving, or rather firepleee it was, Since I have come tc

Brazil and that was in Williamson's house in Floriancpolis,

It isnt that I dont like the cold ! It is exactly the

same sort of self-heating as we had at #22 General Hosp, with

clear sky-blue weather instead of overcast, and a zest for getting

a move cn thats 4 delightful change from the eternal ease cf the

warmer climates, I have done more work with pleasure and satisfaction

here thah ever in Florianopolis, But cold it certainly is, and

the dawns and duska@ are noticeably tonger then in Sta CG, or the

North (Brazil),

"he Senhora acrcess the way has just stepped out into

the morning Sunlight, her pare feet and calves look blue and per-

Ssonally I would have learned to knit in these 39 cdd hex years

she has been in Torres--- but she hasnt, Her baby of 9 months who

was dying of overdogs of Javdanun last summer when I was asked to

see him, is now with sore eyes and@ broncho-pneunonia following,

measles, She weeps and I visit Shree times a day but the baby is

going strong and getting no gray hairs.from the generul tact that



he's got five olderbrothers and will soon have aycunger one,

that he'sgiven dirty cows miik from an Ayer's Cherry Pectoral

bottle with @ nipple as big as a newell post, I dunt see wy I

am burdening ysu with @11 these details: perscnally I am glad

I dont hive just tunis phase of practice to attend to, elaanor

cculd be @ patron saint in this village inabout two weeks; but

she already knows Qh What Pun it is ts be & District Saint, and

I dvuubt if the idea thrills her,

Tt is queer that in alli the time here in Brazil I do

not think I hve ever been asked in letters a concrete question

by any one, Oh yes, Fritz Talbot,a baby specialist asked me some,

but no cne else, Isnt that queer? I would have thought you wuld

have asked about flowers and lace and my health ( I laugh - deli-

cate sub jects youre interested in), that Father would have asied

about -rotestantism and the Brazilian Sectch-Irish. and the Har-

vard Club of Ric, that Marjorie might have asxed about the great

opera of Guarany and the local customes of the regions and the

traditions of the Jesuits and Gregcrian chunts, chat Jim would

have asked about Brazilian ccons and the race question nere etc

put no direvt out and cut questions have there been, 50 be it--

I wonder why, I aa not very good at doping cut what you are all

interested in-~ bring on the questions 4#n there be any,

My health for example was never better, I nave eaten
beans .

during the past weex nothin; but black bema&, rice, bad bread,

pevk, chicken and can pine-apple with tea or coffee, and am in

excellent health, cupable of rising three successive moruings

at three to half past (thre¢g), Fatness and baldness are more

difficult to be scdrmmful about but have not actually arrives,

Forty I no longer consider the eve of old age and twenty one
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in sther people looks lege ard jess like the dawn of maturity,

I sucke at tines to excuss ana Iriuak peer wien Iowint to go to

sleep after a specially pleasiut meal, Unlike my Needhan Uncle

I can write a whole letter wichsout reference to uy health, but é4

nere presuming a@ meternal interest aud striving to quiet & aatern-

al horror at these Stark facts, I én. preetiy Sovr et tre reel

as to stockings anc funny stories, but @s uo shoe leather end

interesting expriences am still presentable in the Missouri sense

of the word,

I have boujnt vcu some lace and have wished time and

again you cculd See che 1lowers here, rhe cruelty cf vegetable

iife in the tropics would depregfyou though: the vines writhe

over and often kill the proudest trees and everywhere is parasit-

ism on a mercitess scale--- it is Oppressive to anyone whc has

ideals of fair play among vegetables, My inveterate objection to

weeding proves ny tair-mindedness towards all plants; you will

be witness to the fact, So perhaps you wouldnt mia seeinga @

big vree tlaming with scarlet orchids or looking like @ wraith

cf smoke with the hanging mcss called here barba de veihc,old

man's beard,

I miss letters from you, but reaily unaeistand «hy

you dont write and probably wont write my off-spring when they

go cut to Yamschatka in 1963 to teach the motives not to get

froat-bitten, Cheerio and the best of summers tu you, Ww

"ith fac jaye ee BOHos weaede


