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The particular interests end the poaamg,a%"irof the division

of the Medical Sciences in the program of social%% security of the SS lie
in large measure (so far as I can see now) in the fect thet medical

school® oughi to _ive some teaching of mocial medicine, but in moet in-
stanacee do not, and in the fact that health insurence needs Lo pay

some attention to research work on the very diseases which cost such
a system Inordinately.

With the exception of Sigerist's work at Baltimore, which I
am happy to say we are helping to support until 1938, the work of
Browxn et the Harvard Medicel School, of Sinai at Michigan, and Michael
Davis and his collesgues in Chicago, there is so fer es I am aware no
effective study or presentation of the sociel and economic aspects
of the practice of medicine and the cecre of the sick belng done in any
universities in North America.

Only in Sigerist's case does the activity assume signiiicsnt
propeortions or seem llkely to influence the coming generation of medic:l
practitioners. I should be inclined to regard tesching on the subjects
of health insurance, medic:l aspects of public vclfare, the economic
aspects of hospitsal cere snc some forms of soclsi medicine as fallinz
within the purview of the teaching or jublic health, if indeed it is
not so comprehensive a group of subjects ac to call for organization
end implementation in 1ts own right.

There is simply no question but that this arpect of the prac-
tice of medicine is of & fundamental end increeasing importance snd that
xredicel schools &nd other organizationg interested in medicel education
need at the wr»e»nt time to recognize rctivelr the cogency of th. claim
of Boeisl me.iciuc &s a psrt of the curriculum in medicine.

The seme far sighted —-= economic polisy, wvhich hss srompted
the Metrogoliten Life Insurince Company to favor research and to support
studies snd other activities Dearing upon :reveation cf disesse should
form a gignificant part of any health insursnce plens. It may be poesible
for the division of Medicel Scilences to give come acaistence in connectiion
vwith :lanning the {unctions of health insurance schemes either in point
ol the selection of whst diseases should be studled zni whet perconnel -
thrurht of in connection with the study or the orgenigzation of research
work and its personnel a5 a genersl undertalking.
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The list of research fields in which aid should be given to
reduce cost of health insurance in the long run would be a pretty long
one but first among the category should come that of chronic disabling
di#eases. There is a very wide field also for imvestigation in the
study of what happens in the way of successive indispositions, illnesses,
accidents, and other forms of incapacity in the case of populations, say
of 10,000 persons of 45 years of age continuing on to death. We know
extremely little about what figures tc expect., and it is, of course,
information of the greatest importance even though such figures would
doubtless be modified by the utilization of new forms of dlagnosis and
treatment,.



