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RESEARCH IN POYCHIATRY - MAUDSLEY HOGPITAL

A proposal has been received from Dr. Fdward liapother, the Viedical
Superintendent of the Maudsley Hospital, Denmark /lill, London, and adviser to
the Montal Hospitals Committee of the London Couﬁiy Council. It is a recuest
for endowment of reaearéh work in psychiatry in s new and important reorganiza-
tion of London .psychiatric hospitsls centering at the ifaudsley Hospital. The
opportunity of organizing effective research work in psychiatry in a school of
the University of London which also houses the central laboratory for 20,000
mental paticnts of 'he L.C.C. and a well-established ﬁospital of 170 beds, un-
def a new and far-reaching law effective January 1, 1931, is en ocecasion de~
serving careful attention of the officers. Ho part of the nid requested would
be uged for buildings, hospi£31 maintonance, generzl overhead or ejuipment of
laboratories.

The aid rejuested is for the endowmont of salaries of research work-
ors. Though the sum suggested for the complete endowment of all the salarics
in the scheme would be considerable (2754,000), it is ouite possible that a
less extensive plon and a grsiual development contingent upon locul support
would reduce the endowment required from sny one source to between 7400,000
and $450,000. The average cost per year, however, over an 8-year period pre-
paratory to capitslization, would not be over :17,000.

The curreni year is one > unusuzl importance in the development of
paychiatry in !ngl-nd. There has been a law enacted, ond effective January 1,

1951, which effects several changes of considerahle importance in the adminis-
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tration of hospitals for mental disease. Under this law “he L.C.C. has smong
other things received tho power to organize a serics of outpatient departments
for mental cases in several L.C.C. gemeral hospitalsy Lo orgsnize observation
wards in L.C.C. general hospitals (represcnting about 7000 new patients a year);
and to assign’ to the Maudsley Hospital the control of all voluntary applications
Tor cpmnitaant; to expend funds for the support of outpatient clinics in mental
hospitals, Previous to this year tbe-dovélopmeﬁt of paychiatry has been seri-
ously handicapped, and it may be noted that there is no department of psychiatry
in any university in tho aouth of Fngland, slthough the budget for the care of
mental disease in Fngland alone is more thanm E2,000,000 s year.

The Maudaley tlospital is a hospital with & privets Toundation, but
supported by the L.C.Ce s woll us income from a few private beds, and containe
a'combination of wards, outpstient department snd laboratories, existing novhero
olse In Tnglund. Poatgraduate teachihg iz done at the mnudelaf for the Governe
ment services and for the diplomn in psycholigionl medicines Though 8 hospital
sntirely for cascs under voluntary commitment, it has a wide range of patients
and is in a position to aselect for teaching or inveatigativu.ﬁurhoeeu from gome
20,000 cases in t4e L.C.C. ﬁcntsl hospitals, plus 10,000 casas of mental defec-
tives. Maudsley is furthermore in definiﬁe relationship with chiid guldance
clinics, a specinl hogpitul “or scniio dementia, and sn organization for the
study of problem children. md is beinz acoulired for a considerable expan-
sion (300 additionsl beds), but alrcady new cnses in the outpatient departesnt
.at the Maudsley total 1578 yearly as comparad with 625 at the Tavistook Sguare
Clinie, the noxt lergeat to the Msudaley in Tngland., The partetinme officers
at the Maudsley are lirited to § years service, All full-time appointments are

renewable yearly.
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Witain the dulldings of the laudsley Hospital is locnted ths contral
laboratory for the memntsl aospitals of the LeCeC.  This lubaraiosry is directad
by Dr. Golla, ani co-ordinates snd superviseg the locnl work of *he different
mental hospltal laborstories of the LeT.C., “nd trains the personnel thefefor.
It thus supervises the scientiiie work that can be ‘done over s range of 30,000
patients (10,000 new patients por annum), -nd is in an exceptional position
hoth as regards material and influcnce.

Authorization is rejquested for {urtner ncgotiantions neceasary to the
proparation of a definite proposwl for aid to research work in payechiatry at
the Maudsley Hospital,
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