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RESRARCH IN PSYCHIATRY ~ MAUDSLEY HOGPITAL

A proposal has been received from Dr. Fdward Uapother, the Medical

Superintendent of the Maudsley Hospital, Denmark W411, Loridon, and adviser to

the Mental Yospitals Committee of the London County Council. It is a recuest

for endowment of research work in psychiatry in a new and important reorganiza-

tion of London psychiatric hospitsls centering at the Maudsley Hospital. The

opportunity of organizing offective research work in psychiatry in a school of

the University of London which also houses the central laboratory for 20,000

mantal paticnts of ‘he L.C.C. and a well-established hospital of 170 beds, un-

der a new and far-reaching law effective January 1, 1931, is en occasion de-

serving careful attention of the officers. No part of the nid requested would |

be uaed for buildings, hospital maintenance, genersl overhead or equipment of

laboratories.

The aid requested is for the endownont of salaries of research work

erg. Though the sum suggested for the complete endowment of all the salarics

in the scheme would be considerable (2754,000), it is auite possible that a

less extensive plon and a grsiual development contingent upon local support

would reduce the endowment required from any one source to between %400,000

and $450,000. The average cost per year, however, over an 8-year period pre=

paratory to capitalization, sould not be over £17,000.

The current year is one of unusual importance in the development of

psychiatry in !ngland. There has been a law enacted, end effective January l,

1951, which effects several changes of considerable importance in the adminis-
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tration of hospitals for mental disease. Under thin law the L.C.C. has among

other things received tho power to organize a serica of outpatient departments

for mantal cases in several L.CiC, general hospitalsy to orgenize observation

wards in L.C.G, general hospitals (represcnting about 7000 new patients a year);

and to assign’ to the Maudsley Hospital the control of all voluntary applications

"or commitments to expend funds for the support of outpatient clinics in mental

hospitals, Previous to this year the development of paychiatry has been seri-~

ously handicapped, and it may be noted that there is no department of psychiatry

in any university in the south of Fngland, slthough the budget for the care of

mental disease in Mngliand alone ig more than £2,000,000 a year.

The Naudeley ilospital is a hospital with a private Coundation, but

supported by the L.C.C. ss well as income from a few private beds, ond containe

a combination of wards, outpsilent departmcnt and laboratories, existing nowhere

olse in Tnglend. Poatgraduate teaching iz done at the iaudsley for the Govern

ment services and for the diploma in psycholkagical. medicines Though a hospital

entirely for cases under voluntary commitment, it has a wide range of patients

and is in a position to select for teaching or investigative purboses from some

20,000 crises in the LeC.C. nontal hospitals,plue 10,000 cases of mental defoc~

tives. Maudsley is furthermore in definite relationship with child guidance

clinics, a special hospitul Sor senile dementia, and an organization for the

study of problem children. amd is being acouirad for a considerable expan-

sion (S00 additional bets), but already new cases in the outpatient departmsnt

at the Maudsley total 1578 yearly as compared with 625 at the Tavistock Square

Clinic, the noxt largest to the Naudaley in Tnglisand. The part-time officers

at the Maudaley are limited to 5 years service, All full-time appointments are

renewable yearly.
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Within the Suildings of the Uaudsley Hospital is located the central

laboratory for tie mental aospitals of the L.C.C. This isborsalory is directad

by Dr. Golla, ani co-ordinates snd superviseg the loesl work of the different

montal hospital lnborsteries of the L.o.c., “nd trnins the personnel therefor.

It thus supervises the scientific work that can be Jone over s range of 30,000

patients (10,000 new patients per annum), “nd is in an exceptional position

both as regards material and influence,

Authorization is requested for further negotintions neceasary to the

preparation of « definite propossl for aid to research work in psychiatry at

the Maudsley Hospital.
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