CHESTER |. BARNARD
52 GRAMERCY PARK NORTH <
NEW YORK 10, NEW YORK )N'u LA

June 23, 1954

Dr. Alan Gregg
Ben Sur
California

Dear Alen:

George Merck sent me the other day a copy of your address at the Neurological
Institute at McGill, jgiven, I think, late last year. Since I believe I

have received most of your papers, I was surprised that I had not seen

this one. George merely loaned me his copy, so that if you have any extra
copies I would appreciate receiving one.

Acknowledging this I told George I supposed he realized that much more
than in most of your addresses this one contained considerable controversial
matter. | I, for one, certainly disagree with yeur positiom about the
importance of very large endowment type donations, even when only the
income is to be used, in contrast to the small specifie project appropria-
tion. {This is a matter in which there has been a lot of difference of
‘opinion for a long time., I am not myself opposed to the large ones as was
made evident in my last year at R.F. by what was done for the National
Bureau of Economic Reseasrch and for the SSRC, tut I am never forgetting
what was accomplished, to mention only four names, by small amounts for
Tiselius, Svedborg, Florey and Fleming. There are, of course, a number

of others, tut these are emough to illustrate my point.

Nor could I ever agree with your positiom that it takes as much work teo

pro duce a small appropristion as it does a large one. I doubt if any
business man would accept that as good sense, and certainly others who
have been in Foundation tusiness do not take your viewpeint there. None
of this is very important to me, because, I think, unlike Abraham Flexner,
I shall not do any public talking about Foundation policies. It would be
impossible for me to say anything without a good many people interpreting
it as speaking for the Foundation. Nevertheless I am very much interested
in the whole subject.

Would you let me know where Bem Sur is? The reason for this is that the
Board of the National Seience Foundation will hold its meeting on August 13
at Berkeley. I am planning 10 came out with my wife somewhat earlier for
some vacation. I have to leave immediately after the meeting and if you
are anywhere near San Francisco or down the beach way, I will look you up.
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We continue to have our struggles to keep the National Science Foundation
going. We didn't come out too badly om the total appropriatiom, a campromise
between the Senate and the House netted us a little over 12 million dollars.
The administration had recommended 14 million plus, and the Senate adopted
that recommendation. But as usual they had to split with a very stubborn
and recalcitrant House Committee. The House alse put in the Bill a limi-
vation on administration which is very disturbing, but I suppose we shall
gradually work our way out of the difficulties.

With best regards -
. Sincerely

Chester I. Barnard
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