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FOREWORD
 

The combination of drinking and driving claims onelife every 20 minutes and injures

hundreds every day. Tragically, the major casualties are the youth of our Nation.

Daily—as a society andas individuals —we makedecisions aboutdrinking, aboutserving.

alcoholic beverages, about driving, and about“having fun.” These decisions affect our

own lives as well as those of our families, friends, and neighbors. Choices aboutdrinking

anddriving can protectour lives or destroy them. This serious health and safety problem

is preventable.
Manyindividuals and concerned groups have campaignedto endthis devastation, but

it cannot be reduced withoutnational leadership. The Surgeon General’s Workshop on

Drunk Driving was held in December 1988 to devise a combination ofstrategies for

addressing the problem atthe local, State, and National levels. Experts in diversefields

related to drinking and driving wereinvited to the workshopto sharetheir expertise and

experiences. Their recommendations, made after 3 days ofintense discussion, can be

foundin the Proceedings.

The backgroundpapersin this volume were commissioned to provide a foundation

for and launch thediscussion of the 11 expert panels of the workshop. The authors

presented thestate of the art in the different fields and describe the various attempts

throughout the country and the world to prevent alcohol-impaired driving— the trials,

the errors, the successes, and the obstacles. With up-to-date knowledge about the

problem andproposedsolutions, and a coordinated comprehensive plan, we are ready

to enlist our country’s help in preventing this major threat to our health and well-being.

- C. Everett Koop, M.D., Sc.D.

Surgeon General
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23 U.S.C. 402 Highway Safety Programs. These formulagrants to the

States for highway safety programs are administered by the

Governors’ Representatives for HighwaySafety.

23 U.S.C. 408-I incentive grants to States for alcoholtraffic safety

programs

23 U.S.C. 410-1 incentive grants to States for drunk driving prevention

programs
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Emergency Medical Systems
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
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Indian Health Service .
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' Mothers Against Drunk Driving
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Center for HealthStatistics
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National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information

National Crime Information Center
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National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism

National Institute on Drug Abuse ,
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Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

(Office for Substance Abuse Prevention
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