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IT'S A LITTLE HARD TO GET USED TO THESE CLOTHES, FDR\IT'S BEEN
\ Tvy
ROt W ONE MONTH®SINCE ‘T HUNG IN MY CLOSET THE

 UNIFORM OF THE SURGEON GENERAL, NEVER TO PUT IT ON AGAIN.
I AM, OF COURSE, GRATEFUL TO RONALD REAGAN FOR NOMINATING ME AND

THEN RENOMINATING ME T0 THE OFFICE OF SURGEON GENERAL.



BEFORE THEN, T HAD ENJOVED, FOR 40 YEARS A WONDERFUL CAREER AS
‘SURGEON-iN;CHIEF AT THE CHILDRENS' HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHIA, AS
WELL AS TWO PROFESSORSHIPS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA.
I‘THDUGHT THAT NOTHING COULD EVER COMPARE WITH THAT, BUT THE JOB
OF SURGEON GENERAL  DID.

I LOVED EVERY MINUTE OF IT. . . . WELL, ALMOST EVERY MINUTE.



NOW I ENTER THE PRIVATE SECTOR, FEELING THAT PUBLIC SERVICE IS

~ITS OWN QENARD, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS APPRECIATED.

I INTEND TO CONTINUE TO SPEAK OUT WHEN I CAN TO IMPROVE THE
HEALTH OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. I DON'T HAVE THE POWER OF A PUBLIC

OFFICE NOW, BUT T DON'T HAVE ITS CONSTRAINTS EITHER.



EVEN AS SURGEON GENERAL I USED TO GAY SOMEWHAT FACETIOUSLY THAT
[ HAD NO POWER AND NO BUDGET. THAT IS CORRECT.
BUT I ACCOMPLISHED MUCH BY SPENDING OTHER PEDPLE'S MONEY. AND I

HAD THE POWER OF MORAL SUASION TO CHANGE PUBLIC POLICY.

I MAY HAVE HAD THE REPUTATION FOR STRAIGHT ANB FRANK TALK, BUT

BELIEVE ME I NEVER SHOT FROM THE HIP.



I WOULD NOT HAVE HAD THE POWER OF MORAL SUASION IF MY
PREDECESSORS HAD NOT JEALOUSLY GUARDED THE OFFICE OF THE SURGEON
GENERAL TO MAKE IT PERHAPS THE MOST CREDIBLE IN GOVERNMENT. AT

TIMES, THE ENVY OF PRESIDENTS, I MIGHT ADD.



MY APPDINTMENT BY RONALD REAGAN DID NOT MEET WITH UNQUALIFIED
ENTHUSIASM. TO CALL MY APPOINTMENT AS SURGEON GENERAL
"CONTROVERSIAL" 1S A GROSS UNDERSTATEMENT. I WAS ATTACKED BY THE
PRESS AS BEING UNQUALIFIED, AN IDEOLOGUE, AND THE UORST

APPOINTMENT AS SURGEON GENERAL IN THE HISTORY OF THE OFFICE.



IN THE SHORT TIME WE HAVE TOGETHER TODAY; I'D LIKE T0 HIT SOME OF
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THE HIGH SPOTS OF MY B YEARS AS SURGEON GENERAL, BNE=THEREDEK 10

THE FUTURE. THAT SHOULD PROVIDE A BASIS FOR YOUR QUESTIONS,

ALTHOUGH YOU DON'T NEED TO CONFINE YOUR GUESTIONS TO THE SUBJECTS

I MENTION.



I'M'SURE AIDS IS NOT A NEW TOPIC FOR ANYONE IN THIS RODM. AFTER
ALL T WROTE EACH OF YOU A LETTER ABOUT AIDS A YEAR AGD. AT LEAST
[ SENT THE AIDS MAILER TO 107 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS. 1 HOPE YOU |
RECEIVED YOURS.

»AND YET I'M SURE THERE ARE STILL MANY PEOPLE RIGHT HERE IN THIS

AUDIENCE WHO ARE STILL UNCLEAR ABOUT THE NATURE OF THE DISEASE OF

AIDS.



YOU MAY RECALL THAT, IN 1981, THE U;S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
PUBLISHEb THE FIRST REPORTS OF WHAT WAS TO BECOME THE AIDS
EPIDEMIC. THEY CONCERNED 5 "PREVIOUSLY HEALTHY" HOMOSEXUALS WHO
WERE ADMITTED TO LOS ANGELES HOSPITALS WITH PNEUMOCYSTIS CARINII
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PNEUMONIA, A VERY RARE FORM OF PNEUMONIA.

BY THE TIME THE REPORT HAD BEEN PUBLISHED, 2 OF THE‘MEN HAD DIED.

THE OTHER 3 DIED SHORTLY THEREAFTER.



THEN, A MONTH LATER, THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE PUBLISHED A REPORT
- THAT 24 YDUNG'MEN‘HAD BEEN RECENTLY DIAGNOSED AS HAVING KAPOSI'S
SARCOMA, "AN UNCOMMONLY REPORTED" CANCEROUS CONDITION USUALLY

FOUND IF AT ALL AMONG ELDERLY MEN.

FROM THAT SMALL BEGINNING THE CASES MUSHRDOMEB INTO THE EPIDEMIC

OF THE LATE 19805,



THE FIRST THING TO KNOW IS THAT THE_AIDS VIRUS 1S STILL

THAT'S THE PREMISE FOR EVERYTHING WE DO. NE'VE GOT A KILLER

DISEASE ON OUR HANDS AND IT'S REACHING FARTHER AND DEEPER INTO

OUR SOCIETY EVERY DAY,

DUR STATISTICIANS PREDICTED TWO YEARS AGO THAT THE AIDS EPIDEMIC
WOULD CONTINUE TO GROW AND SPREAD WELL INTO THE 1990°5 ... AND

I'M AFRAID THEY WERE RIGHT.



AS OF LAST WEEK WE HAD 109 THOUSAND CASES WITH
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AND 1 1/2 TO 3 MILLION CARRYING THE VIRUS. GSOME OF THEM KNOW
THEY HAVE IT AND SOME DON'T, BUT THEY ARE ALL INFECTIOUS TO OTHER
PEOPLE THROUGH INTIMATE SEXUAL CONTACT OR SHARINB‘PARAPHANALIA

WHEN THEY SHODT DRUGS.

THAT'S WHY 1 PREFER TO SPEAK OF HIV INFECTION --NOT AIDS--

BECAUSE IT HELPS FOCUS ON THE ENORMITY OF THE PROBLEM.

ALMOST HALF THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHD WERE REPORTED WITH AIDS JUST



50, EVEN THOUGH WE DON'T KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT THIS DISEASE, WE

DO KNOW ONE THING FOR CERTAIN:

[F YOU HAVE AIDS, YOUR CHANCES OF SURVIVING THE NEXT TWO OR THREE

YEARS ARE NOT VERY GOOD. BUT YOUR CHANCES OF SURVIVING ANY



IN FEBRUARY 1986, PRESIDENT REAGAN ASKED THE SURGEON GENERAL TO

PREPARE A REPORT TO THE AMERICAN PEDPLE ON AIDS.

THE REPORT HAD 70 GIVE THE FACTS ABOUT AIDS AND TELL PECPLE HOW
T0 PRUTECTVTHEMSELVES FRON GETTING IT.

AFTER 8 MONTHS OF LISTENING T0 ALL SHADES OF GPINION LEFT,
RIGHT, AND CENTER -- FROM A BROAD CROSS-GECTION OF OUR SOCIETY, ]
RELEASED MY REPORT DIRECTLY TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AT AN OCTOBER

1986 PRESS CONFERENCE.



AIDS TS TRANSMITTED IN FOUR WAYS ... AND IN ONLY FOUR WAYS:

+  THE FIRST WAY IS MOST COMMON ROUTE OF TRANSMISSION IS SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE ... MOSTLY BUT NOT EXCLUSIVELY ANAL INTERCOURSE, |
WHICH OCCURS MOST FREGUENTLY AMONG HOMOSEXUALS AND BISEXUAL
MALES. THIS ACCOUNTS FOR ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF :ALL CASES OF AIDS.
HOWEVER, AIDS IS TRANSMITTED THROUGH HETEROSEXUAL INTERCUURSE,

AND EVEN THOUGH THE STATISTICAL INCIDENCE OF HETEROSEXUAL

- TRANSMISSION IS LOWER, 1T IS JUST AS FATAL. DON'T_FOOL_AROUND.



*  AIDS I5 ALSO TRANSMITTED INTO THE BLOOD OF INTRAVENOUS DRUG

ADDICTS WHO USE THE NEEDLES AND SYRINGES OF OTHER ADDICTS ALREADY

INFECTED WITH AIDS VIRLUS.

*  THE VIRUS CAN ALSD BE TRANSMITTED FROM AN AIDS-INFECTED

MOTHER TO HER INFANT DURING PREGNANCY OR AT THE TIME OF DELIVERY,

¥ AND FINALLY, AIDS CAN BE TRANSMITTED THROUGH TRANSFUSED
BLOOD OR BLOOD PRODUCTS. BUT, AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, THIS DANGER

IG NOW ALMOST STATISTICALLY INSIGNIFICANT.
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AND, THERE ARE FOUR KEY ASPECTS OF THEIDISEASE OF AIDS:
ONE; THAT IT'S SPREADING ...
TWD, THAT IT'S FATAL...
THREE, THAT WE DON'T HAVE A CURE YET ...

AND FOUR, THAT IT'S SPREAD MAINLY BY CERTAIN SPECIFIC

BEHAVIORS INVOLVING SEX AND/OR DRUGS.



THESE FOUR ASPECTS MAKE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE VERY EDGY ABOUT AIDS.
AND THAf;S CERTAINLY UNDERSTANDABLE.

BUT THE FACT REMAINS_THAT YOU HAVE TO MAKE A CONSCIOUS DECISION
TO CARRY QUT A SPECIFIC FORM OF PERSONAL BEHAVIOR BEFORE YOU

EXPOSE YOURSELF TO THE AIDS VIRUS. DON'T DO IT.

THE ONLY WEAPON WE HAVE AGAINST THIS DISEASE IS EDUCQTIDN,

EDUCATION, AND MORE EDUCATION.



AIDS MAY BE THE MOST DEADLY DISEASE ON THE HORIZON, THE MOST
UNIGUE CHALLENGE T0 US, BUT IT IS NOT THE GREATEST KILLER DR THE
GREATEST BURDEN ON THE HEALTH CARE SYSTEM. THAT NOTORIETY GOES

‘TO SMOKING-RELATED DISEASE.



THE EVIDENCE AGAINGT SMOKING BUILDS EVERY YEAR, AND THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE ARE BELIEVING IT.

4 VOUR SURGEON GENERAL I RELEASED B ANAUAL REPORTS ON SHOKING.
THEY HAVE DEALT WITH CONCER, CARDIOVASCLLAR DISEASE, CANCER IN
WOMEN, SMOKING IN THE WORKPLACE, CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE LUNG
DISEASE, INVOLUNTARY GMOKING OR WHAT IS SOMETIMES CALLED "PASSIVE

SMOKING, " AND THE ADDICTIVE QUALITIES OF NICDTINE.



EACH ONE HAS ITS OWN SPECIFIC AND IMPRESSIVE DATA BASE.

TObAY, THE SMOKING-AND-HEALTH RESEARCH BASE IS STILL GROWING. IT
IS COMPRISED OF MORE THAN 60,000 PUBLISHED ARTICLES. AGAIN,‘THE |
VAST MAJORITY QUITE CLEARLY REINFORCES THE FACT THAT CIGARETTE
GMOKING IS THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR BEHIND ACUTE AND

CHRONIC MORBIDITY AND PREMATURE MORTALITY AMUNG ADULTS



AS THIS RESEARCH BASE EXPANDED, SO DID OUR EFFORTS TO EDUCATE THE
PUBLIC ... TO GET THOSE WHO SMOKE, TO STOP ... AND THOSE WHO

"DON'T SMOKE, TO NEVER START.

IN 1984, 1 WAS PERSONALLY SO CONVINCED BY THE DATA ACCUMULATED
THUS FAR THAT I CALLED UPON MY FELLOW CITIZENS TD MAKE THE UNITED

STATES A "SMOKE-FREE SOCIETY BY THE YEAR 2000."



E'LL ACHIEVE THAT SWOKE-FREE SOCIETY BECAUSE WE WILL GRADUATE A
CLASS FROM HIGH SCHOOL IN 2000 THAT WILL HAVE HAD 12 YEARS OF
ANTI-SMOKING HEALTH MESSAGES. 1T STARTED THE YEAR BEFORE LAST,

IN THE FIRST GRADE. TEACHING THAT YOUNG WILL WIN.

FEW THINGS BRINGS ME AS MUCH SATISFACTION AS THE DRAMATIC
DECREASE IN SMOKERS DURING THE LAST 8 YEARS, FROM 33'PERCENT T0

26 PERCENT.



BUT THERE IS MORE TO 00.

SMOKING 1S STILL THE SINGLE MOST DEADLY "HABIT" ... WITH

"HIGHER MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY THAN DRUGS,’AUTDMDBILES,'AND AIDS

ABOUT THE DISEASE, 8 YEARS, EQUALS THE SMOKING DEATHS OF ONLY &

MONTHS.



SMOKING IS THE ROOT CAUSE OR THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CAUSE FOR ABOUT

LEADING KILLERS OF AMERICANS.

GOME 50 MILLION AMERICANS STILL SMOKE, MAKING A MAJOR IMPACT ON

THE NATIONAL HEALTH BUDGET ... AND THEIR OWN PERSONAL AND FAMILY

———— s st

HEALTH BUDGETS.



BUT THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY HAS NOT GIVEN UP

I DOUBT THAT YOU CAN FIND A MORE HEAVY-HANDED, OBTUSE, IMPOLITIC,
AND UNTRUTHFUL GROUP OF CORPDRATIONS ANYWHERE IN THE GREAT

PANOPLY OF AMERICAN PRIVATE ENTERPRISE.



ALMOST FROM MY FIRST DAY IN OFFICE, THE INDUSTRY REMINDED ME
AGAIN ANb AGRIN - AND NOT VERY SUBTLY EITHER -- THAT I OUGHT TO
GET OFF MY ANTI-GMOKING "HOBBY-HORSE," AS ONE TDBACCUvLDBBYIST
CALLED IT, AND PAY ATTENTION TO OTHER, ALLEGEDLY MORE IMPORTANT

PUBLIC HEALTH MATTERS,

ECHOES OF THEIR COMPLAINTS WERE RELAYED TO ME FROM THE WHITE
HOUSE, THE CONGRESS, AND EVEN FROM MEMBERS OF THE PRESS, WHO HAVE

OFTEN BEEN THE GULLIBLE CARRIERS OF THE INDUSTRY'S DISASTROUS

MESSAGE.



[ ALSO READ THEIR DECEPTIVE, FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENTS THAT LIFTED
MENDACIT? AND HALF-TRUTHS TO A NEW AND HIGHER LEVEL OF FAUSTIAN

ART.

10 BE PERFECTLY HONEST, I DID NUT'ASSUME THE POSITION OF SURGEON |
GENERAL,WITH THE CLEAR INTENTION OF BEING G0 PRO-ACTIVE AN

QPPONENT OF TOBACCO AS I HAVE BEEN. BUT THEN I BEGAN TO STUDY IN
GOME DEPTH THE INCDNTROVERTIBLE TRUTHS ABOUT THE HEALTH HAZARDSI

OF SMOKING.



AND T MUST TELL YOU THAT T WAS AT FIRST DUMBFOUNDED AND THEN

PLAINLY ﬁURIOUS AT THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY FOR ATTEMPTING TO

OBFUSCATE AND TRIVIALIZE THIS EXTRAORDINARILY IMPORTANT PUBLIC

HEALTH INFORMATION.



HOW COULD THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY DARE TO DISMISS AS UNFOUNDED AND
UNPROVEN THE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR CONNECTION BETWEEN SMOKING AND
HEART DISEASE ... BETWEEN SMOKING AND DEATHS FROM STROKE ...
BETWEEN SMDKfNG AND CANCER OF THE LUNG, THE MOUTH, THE ESOPHAGUS,
AND OF THE STOMACH ... AND BETWEEN SMOKING AND A DozéN OR MORE
GERIOUS, DEBILITATING, EXHAUSTING, EXPENSIVE,;AND HUMILIATING

DISEASES?



"HOW COULD THEY DARE TO DO THAT? I WONDERED. THE ANSWER WAS ...
THEY JUST DID. AND THEY FLAUNTED THEIR ABILITY TO BUY THEIR WAY

INTO THE MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS AND POLLUTE IT WITH THEIR FALSE AND

DEADLY INFORMATION.

SO OUR EDUCATION CAMPAIGNS, OUR SELF-HELP GROUPS MUST CONTINUE
THEIR GOOD WORK. WE MUST GUARD AGAINST COMPLACENCY, AND
- INTENSIFY QUR EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE THE GREATEST CAUSE OF

PREVENTABLE DISEASE AND DEATH AFFLICTING OUR SOCIETY.



THERE IS ANOTHER ISSUE CONCERNING TOBACCO.

0UR SOCIETY I5 NOT THE ONLY ONE AFFECTED.

THE BATTLE AGAINST SMOKING WORLDWIDE IS OUR BUSINESS T00.

IT IS OUR CONCERN NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF A GENERAL INTEREST IN
COMéATfNG DISEASE AND DEATH, BUT ALSO BECAUSE 1T AFFECTS OUR.
ABILITY TO COUNTER THE PLOYS OF THE TODBACCO INDUSTRY, AND IT'IS‘

PART COF OUR WAR ON DRUGS.



THE DECLINE IN TOBACCO COMPANY EARNINGS FROM THE SALE OF
 CIGARETTES T0 AMERICANS IS BEING OFFSET BECAUSE CIGARETTE

COMPANIES ARE EXPLOITING MARKETS QVERSEAS.

IN ONE OF THE MOST DISGRACEFUL EXAMPLES OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
GONE AMOK, THE CIGARETTE INDUSTRY IS FOCUSING:ITS HIBH—POWERED
MARKETING ATTENTION ON THE UNPROTECTED CITIZENS OF THIRD-NDRLD

NATIONS IN ASIA, AFRICA, AND SOUTH AMERICA.



AS A RESULT, THOSE NATIONS ARE NOW BEGINNING TO EXPERIENCE THE
SAME RISE IN SMOKING-RELATED DISEASES THAT WE EXPERIENCED A
GENERATION AGO ... HEART DISEASE, GTROKE, AND CANCER OF THE LUNG,

MOUTH, ESOPHAGUS, AND STOMACH.

AND AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, I AM APPALLED BY THIS CORPORATE
'BEHAVIOR OF AMERICAN COMPANIES AND, FURTHER, I AM SHOCKED BY THE

OUR OWN GOVERNMENT'S SUPPDRT OF SUCH BEHAVIOR.



IN 1987 IN TOKYO, REPRESENTATIVES OF 15 ASIAN COUNTRIES ATTENDED
A WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION "REGIDNAL WORKING GROUP ON TOBACCO
OR HEALTH." HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS REPORTED AT THAT MEETING

BY THE TOP HEALTH EXPERTS FROM THOSE 13 ASIAN COUNTRIES:

GAYING SOMETHING IN ITSELF.



THE ALARMING THING ABOUT THIS HABIT IS THAT, WHEN IT INVADES A
NEW MARKET, IT DOES SO WITH IMMENGE SPEED AND IMPACT. ACCORDING
TO THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, BETWEEN 1971 AND 1981 CIGARETTE

CONSUMPTION INCREASED IN ASIA AND LATIN AMERICA AT A RATE 30



AND LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THIS: IN CHINA, WHERE COUPLES ARE
 SUPPOSED TO HAVE ONLY 1 CHILD PER FAMILY, THERE ARE AT THIS
MOMENT AN ESTIMATED 50,000,000 CHILDREN RUNNING AROUND TODAY WHO

WILL EVENTUALLY DIE PREMATURELY FROM SMOKING.

SECOND -- AND HERE'S WHERE WE DESERVE TO SQUIRM IN SHAME -- IN 10
OF THOSE 135 ASIAN COUNTRIES, AMERICAN CIGARETTES.NERE THE MOST

COMMON KIND IMPORTED.



BUT THOSE AMERICAN CIGARETTES ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT'OVERSEAS:
FOR ONE fHING, THEY DON'T CARRY THE SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING.

AND FOR ANOTHER, MANY AMERICAN CIGARETTES MANUFACTURED FOR EXPORT
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THAN THE LOWER-TAR, FULLY-LABELLED PRODUCTS SOLD HERE IN THE

UNITED STATES.



AND NOT SURPRISINGLY, THESE SAME 19 COUNTRIES REPORTED THAT
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE WAS NO LONGER THE NUMBER ONE PUBLIC HEALTH
MENACE IN ASIA. TODAY, THE TOP THREE CAUSES OF DEATH IN ASIA ARE
= CAN YOU GUESS? -- THE SAME THREE SMOKING-RELATED CAUSES OF
DEATH THAT PREVAIL HERE IN THE UNITED STATES:IHEART'DISEASE,

CANCER, AND STROKE.



I SHOULD ADD THAT MR. J.T. BUNN, THE TOBACCO EXPORTER, WARNED ME
LAST FEBéUARY THAT IF T CONTINUE TO PROMOTE ANTI-SMOKING
CAMPAIGNS WORLDUIDE —- WHICH 1 HAVE SURELY DONE -- T WOULD BE
"TELLING OUR FOREIGN FRIENDS HDN TO CONDUCT TRADE AND HOW TO
CHANGE THEIR HABITS. IT PROJECTS FOR THE U.S. AN IMAGE OF 'THE

~UGLY AMERICAN,'" SAID MR. BUNN IN ONE OF THE BEST DEMONSTRATIONS

OF BARE-FACED CYNICISM 1 HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE TO ENCUUNTER.



TAIWAN REDUCED SMOKING IN. '85 AND ‘86 BY 5% AND &% RESPECTIVELY.
BUT HHEN“'TVHE AMERICAN THREAT TO IMPOSE TRADE SANCTIONS FDRCEDl
THEM TO OPEN THEIR DOORS TO AMERICAN CIGARETTE ADVERTISING,
SMOKING INCREASED BY 10 PERCENT. | THE COSTS DF THE RESULTING

DISABILITY AND DEATH WILL EXCEED THE ABILITY OF TAIWAN TO PAY.



I DO NOT BELIEVE THE UNITED STATES WILL EVER AGAIN BE A GOOD
MARKET FbR TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

THE CURVE IS GOING DOWN AND ACCELERATING.

AND i FEEL GUITE GOOD ABOUT THE ROLE I‘BELIEVE I PLAYED IN

BRINGING ABOUT THIS MARKET CHANGE.



WE HAVE BEATEN THE CIGARETTE INDUSTRY ON ITS OWN HOME TURF ...
~BUT WE'VE DRIVEN THEM TO SCOUR THE REST OF THE EARTH FOR NEW

ICTINS.

IT IS THE HEIGHT OF HYPOCRISY FOR THE UNITED STATES, IN OUR WAR
AGAINST DRUGS, TO DEMAND THAT FOREIGN NATIONS:TAKE STEPS TO STOP
THE EXPORT OF COCAINE TO OUR COUNTRY WHILE AT THE SAMEVTIME'NE

EXPORT NICOTINE, A DRUG JUST AS ADDICTIVE AS COCAINE, TO THE REST

OF THE WORLD.



[ MUST CONFESS THAT, WHILE I RECEIVE MUCH PUBLIC PRAISE FOR MY
INVOLVEMENT WITH SMOKING AND WITH AIDS, T COUNT AS ONE OF My

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF THESE PAST 8 YEARS THE EVOLUTION OF A MORE
waESPREAD, MORE EFFECTIVE, AND NORE COMPASSIONATE APPROACH TO

CHILDREN WHO ARE BORN WITH A NON-FATAL HANDICAP.



FOLLOWING THE YEAR-LONG "BABY DOE" DIALOGUE IN 1982, 1 CONVENED A
SERIES OF "SURGEON GENERAL'S WORKSHOPS" THAT FOCUSED ON THE NEEDS
OF THE HANDICAPPED CHILD AND HIS OR HER FAMILY. I INVITED

PHVSICIANS, NURSES, SOCIAL WORKERS, HOSPITAL PERSONNEL , COMMUNITY

ACTIVISTS, CHILD ADVOCATES, AND OTHERS.



WHAT HAS EVOLVED IS "FAMILY-CENTERED, COMMUNITY-BASED,

CUMPREHENSIVE CARE FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS." 1IT'S A NEW

CONCEPT.  IT WORKS. AND IT'S BEING ADOPTED MORE AND MORE ALL

ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT TIMES IN THE LIVES OF A HANDICAPPED
CHILD AND HIS OR HER FAMILY COMES WHEN THAT CHILD

QUTGROWS THE KiND UF CARE PROVIDED BY THE PEDIATRICIAN AND NEEDS
TO BE HANDED ON TO THE WAITING AND CAPABLE HANDS OF A .

PRACTITIONER OF ADULT OR FAMILY MEDICINE. |



















































































































































































































































