
March 2, 1949

Deer Martin,

The primary purpose of this letter is to find out whether and
when you are going to Sen Fr-neisco for the A, C, 5, meetine. If you
are going, let ms know the dates, since I am et present arranging to
go there somewhere within the week 6f the 2let. It would be nice
4f we could either go together or at laast meet there.

As you probably know by now, I had oulte an interlude a couple
of weeks ago, first with Mike, end hard on the heels of his deperture
come Beka, I managed to survive, but didn't get too mich work done
during thet period.

Now =. little bit of news. J have officially received the
appointment of Associste Professor in the Devartment of Bacteriology,
so it 1s okay for you to spread the word. This apparently, however,
is not e stable point in my meteoric rise to success, since I h=ve
just been offered a full professorship st the University of Illinois.
Y am going down there next week to look the place over. The new
head of bacteriolo:y there ie Doctor Halvorson, who as you know, is
from here, He is ome of the smartest and niccat guys I have met in
oulte 2 while, so the probability is that although they will probably
meet the Illinois offer here, I will undoubtedly dectde to nove. I
shell let you know definitely {in sbout another week or two when the
thing is settled, Actually, I may not make up my mind until ! return
from California, since Hamner at U, C. L. A. wants ms to come out
thera and set un a Division of Microbiolosy in the Department of
Botery, but I 4o not think that U, CG. L. A. can come enywhere necr

the salery and working conditions thet Illinois is in a position
to offer,

I am very anxious to teke Guest alone if I go to Illinoie. I
have already discussed thie with Halvorson, and he is in favor of it.
I em writing Howard a separate letter about the setup, and I hops
he hae not as yet committed himself enywhere elae.

Our work here 4s really going slong full dlast now. We returned
to the old eighteen hour day schedule and are doing experiments like
mad. This "lonc=term" adaptation atuff of Vinze's is turnine out to
be a wery fascinating phenomenon, and one whith he completely missed
the true significance of. We are using it in oulte a few aifferent
weys, end one of them ie as an assay procedure for adsptin preperations,



as well ae of the inhibitor, which is alweys isolated in the first crude

extrection. It has turned out to be an infinitely superier assay method

both from the point of view of ease and sensitivity. We are now, as

fer 2s I am concerned, for the first time in a position whsre we can

vegin to make meaningful stebe at correlsting the chemlatry of our
fraction with its biological activity. Morey is at present in a

menic phase since some of his experiments with the oink yeast have

juet crashed through with e« bang and it looks se if that story may
_ finally yield us the kind of data we would be willing to stick our

necks out on. There are several other things, but we will, I hope,
shortiy hevs the opportumity to talk faces to Zace, 80 I will eave some.

Plonse give my fond regarda te Ronnie and Reba, I find it
difficult to think of snybody slse. :

Sincerely yours,

Dr. “ertin Kamen
Hahlenkrodt Institute of Radiology
Washington University School of Medicine
St. Louis, Niesourt


