March 2, 1949

Dear Martin,

The primsry purpose of this letter is to fimd out whether and
when you are going to Sen Fronelsco for the A, C, S, meetins. If you
ars going, let ms know the dates, since I am ot present arrangines to
go there somevhere within the wesk 47 the 2lst%. It would be nice
4f we could eith=r go togethar or at lsast wmeet there,

As you probably know by now, I had cuite an interlunde a couple
of wesks sgo, first with Mike, ~nd hard om th~ h-els of his depsrture
ceme Beka, I managed to survive, but didn't get too much work done
during thrt period,

Now » little bit of news. I have officially raceived the
aprointment of Associste Professor in th- Devsrtment of Bacteriology,
8o 1t 1s okay for you to spread the word. This apparently, however,
is not e stabls point in ny meteoric rises to success, since 1 have
Just been offered a full professorship st the University of Illinois,
I zm going down there next week to look the plece over. The new
hend of bacteriolory there ie Doctor Halvoraon, who as you know, is
from here, iz is ome of the smertest and nic=st guys I have met in
oulte » while, so the prodability &s th~t although they will prodbably
meet the Illinois offer here, I will undoubtadly decide to move, I
shell let you kmow definitely in sbout another week or two when the
thing is settled. Actually, I may not make up my mind until I rstura
from C~lifornia, sinece Hamner at U, C, L. A, wants ms to come out
thara snd se$ un a Division of Microbvioloey in the Dapartment of
Botery, but 1 g0 not think that U, C. L, A, ean coma enywhare nany
the salsry and working conditions that Illinois is im a poeition
to offer,

I am very nnxious to toke Ouest 2lomg if I go to Illinote, I
have anlready discuseed thils with Ealvorson. and hoe 1s in favor of 1.
I »m writing Howard a separate letter about the setup, and I hope
hs has not es yet committed himself znywhere elae,

Our work hsre &e really going slong full dlast mow, We returned
to the old =2ighteen hour dsy schedule and are doimg experiments like
mad, This "lonsreterm” nd-ptation stuff of 'inge'e is turnins out so
be a wery fascinating pheonomenon, and one whith hz completely missed
the true significance of, We are using it in ouite z few different
weys, snd one of thom is ae an aseay procedurs for sdsptin preperations,



as well as of the imhibitor, which 1s slwrys 1solated in the first crude

extrection. It has turnmed ocut to bde an infinitely supsrier essay method

both from the point of view of esase nnd sensitivity. We are now, as

far 28 1 am concernsd, for the first time in e position vhsre we can

begin to meke meaningful stebs at correlsting the chemistry of our

fraection with 1ts biologienl activity, Merey 1g at present in a

menic phasse since some of his experimante with the uink ysast have

Just crashed through with = bang and it looks ss if that story may

. fipelly yield us the kind of data we would be willing to stick our
necks out on. Thers are several othier things, but we will, I hope,

shortly hevs the opportumity to talk faes to face, 80 I vill save some,

Plerge glve my fond regerds to Ronnie and Rsba. I find 1t
difficult to think of snybody slse. '

Sincerely yours,

Dr, ertinm Kamen

Hahlonkrodt Institute of Eadiology
Waghington University School of Medicine
5t. Louis, Miesouri



