
November 13, 1947

Dre Rollin Hotchkiss

Rockefeller Institute

66th Ste &% York ay.
New York, 21, Ne Yo

Dear Rollin:

Thanks loads for ycur letter of November 6th and the
reagents, samples of which have just arrived. I will let you
know whether we gat anything fran them as soon aS we get the
resulta.

Your news about Harriett was news indeed to mee I never
had any notion at all that such a union was in the air. I
spent a falr amount of time with cphrassi last summr without
receiving even a hit that this was aoming off.

Scientifically, thimgs are going along peetty well. We
now have the adaptation problem pretty well in hand, eapesially
with regard to preparation. Heiner devised an atsa@ ption and
eluting procedure which separates the active material from
some inhibitore ani we can now get active preparations every

tim. We are now attempting to find out what it is and have a
lot of hints,tut nothing very certain yet excent that it appoars
to te a large moleoule which probatly contains a protein
component. ‘hat else there is in it we vo not Kknowe A good
deal of the difficulty centers around a peculiar phenomenon in
that the thing ls extremely unstable in the absence of the

corresponding substrate, that is to say, galatose adaptin is

highly unstable in the absence of galagntose, tut in the
presence of galactose nothing but the most vigorous pm ocedures
destroys it. We are trying to find a gentle method of getting
rid of the galactose am tien doingour enzymatic inactivatl om
on the unstabilized material. Things should move relatively
smoothly from here on in since we do not have to waste so much
time in getting the material to work with.

I think you will te interested in a recent dévelopment in
the azide woblem Atout t:vo months ago I finally sat dom



and decided to weite up what we had and in the course of that
I got several ideas which I tested,and t6 chan:ca tre nature

. of the Interpretation of the phenomenon. You will recall th&t
we were arguing that in the prosence of azide the coupled

phosphaylation at the triose phosphate dehydrogenase was
skipped. Another possibility was that the azide, while
permit ting the reaction to ocour, prevonted the acoumulation of
the diphosphoglycerate. ‘Ye tested this in various ways and
the upshot of it ia tmt we can show quite directly tiat azide
interferes with tie accumlation of acyl phosphate. ‘Je can
also cenmpnstrate that it does not v-wvent ite formation. I
am now writing the stuff up and I am very glal trmt I waited,
tecause I think we wave a mich more reasonable and certainly,
fran the experimental polnt of view, a much more strongly supported
hypothesis of agide aotion.e

From a political point of view, tuings are cretty bad
hee am I have teen forced to the omalusion that the sooner
I transfer my pro tram elsewhere, tie more work I will at done
with less wear and tear cn my nervous system, so I am now
aotiwily looking around fora place were I can continue ¢:e

researe hs

Sinserely yours,

Se Splege Iman

sa/t ‘


