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Deer fol,

TI have just spent the best part of a fortnight in Fred Sanger's Lab.

in Cambridge getting to grips with the RMA fingerprinting technique using

high voltage paper electrophoresis, Slso ft ren our higheU ELK/L RNA

phage and we found substantial differences between it and the S22 or f9
phages (the latter two ap:earins identical om the fingerprint). The
method is very reproducible and would stand scaling =p to do RNA secuences

on molecules or submolecules of 1OG-206 nucleotide Li a short time.

They have alinost completed the secuence of 5 g :

    

  

Toam sure that it is tine to start a laree sea

 

effort on deter~

  nioiog the secuence of ali or lerse warts of the es Re 7 It will however

recuire quite a bit of equipment. It is evident that the Limiting fector
 to Sanger's work on § S iNA is the inavailoability of high voltage equip-

ment. They pave to share it all with Hartley's group «and this limits

them to nights. If we ceuld have the aliost exclusive use of several

high voltage power packs and tanks ['m sure we can make fast progres

This brings me to the purpose of this latter, which is to ask what hev.

equipment (if any} do you have available? Tf reckon we could dc with 3

power packs# (Sky) and 6 tanks,

 

  

Tf you think thst we will Be able to go ahead with this secuencing

erogramme in terms of analysing specific sections of the ieee RNA, and

primary products of the replicase then T wilt work out a detailed List

of the special equipment which we need, i.e. paper, chemicals, enzymes

and hardware, and send it to you.

On a personal level we have botked our passase to Urbana and should

arrive about the 30th August.

4
“Sith ali best wishes to you ard your wife, looking forward to hearing

from you.

Yours '

sk
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