University of Edinburgh ,
CHEMTOAL BICLOGY UNIT, :
DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY, THE ASHWORTH LABORATORY

Professors : Michael Swann ¥ RS, FRSE : J.M.Mitchison Telephone NEWington 1081
WEST MAINS ROAD, EDINBURGH 9

28th March, 1966,

Professor $. Spiegelman,
Department of Aicrobiclogy,
University of 1llincis,

127 Burrill Hall,

URBANA,

Illinois 61803,

U. %A,

Dear Professor 4picgelman,

Many thanks for your letter of March 24th, for the information
concerning Qp and the opportunity of coming to work with you.

with regard to the base ratios of 4p and o phages Z1K/1 and
zJ/1, they certainly look similar although ours have less U (28.3
+ 0.3). However of more meortance frow the point of relationship
is the fact that Z1K/1] “4180 "has neither methionine nor histidine
and proebably no try”tophﬂne - the most abundant amino-acids are
serine, alamine, valine and aspartic acid.

e are almost ready to write up the properties of the phage
nrotein; papers on the RNA have bewn CC“pf%d and are in the
press at the moment - though they won't appear in the Bicchem. Jo
till the Autumn, it regard to the phuﬁe protein let me list
what we are intending to publish, The extraction and amino-acid
composition of Z1K/1 and Z5/3 (the latter is almost identical to
MS52), the behazviour of Z1K/l proteinr on Sephadex and DEAL, equili=~
brium centrifugation in the presence or absence of detergent,
determination of the % binding of detergent and consequent calcula—
tion of the protein molecular weight.

I expect that your date will overlap ours if the two phzges are
similar and I will look forvard with interest to your publication,.
If you hazve the detailed amino-acid composition of P I would very
much like to compare it with ours and put the comparison in the
paper we want to write,.

vwith regard to ny intended visit to vour laborztory. I
would prefer to come tirig Tall for several recasons, not the least of
which 1s the point that at present our spheres of study obviously
overlap and it would probably be mutuvally advzntageous to combine at

this stage. Moreover it would fit in well with my personal and
research plans, So I would definitely prefer te come this fall if

it can be arranged.

we will all be delighted to have you visit us here late in
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and are

with

looking forvard to it.

best wishes

q; * ) . \\\

David Bighop

“



