Dototer 25, 1947

Dear Burre:

In your last letter you expressed the wish that I should
some day eit down ani wpdite you all the dirt that has acoumlated
here. I did not expect to do this so soon, tut a sudien pile
of it appeared on my owm doorstep and I think I ocaght to let you
nowe

You are sufflclently familiat with the %eginninge
so I do not need to go into that. As you know, I have been
satting an Increasing amount of opprosition In the !ladlecal Schoel
and a deoreasing amount of support fram the Hill. XKt the
toginning of this semester, somothing ocourred wild: precipltated
a crigls nand it evolvod essentlally around the thrce students
who had epent the sumcr with Van Niel to 7ulfill requirements
stipulated bty Bronfenbreommor as necessary tafore they could
ragister a8 Phe De candicatese.

Mars In decided $o clarify ¢ie issue with respeot to the
three students md managed to zet a meeting in Dsan Tolman's
office, to which ewryone was lnviteds Tho purpose of this
was to see what could be dcne to glve degrees In gonoral
microbiology 8 dist inguishwad from modieal Lacteriologys. Row,
while a genoral agreoment vme no% reachod, due to the opposition
of Corey, Dean loor, and Bronfentrennsr (Wwho had strongly supported
it in private), a compromise with respect t0 these thme atudents
was arrived at w.ich consisted of seiting up a comittee which
would haw t¥e powoer to pase on tieir qualifiscations via a
preliminary examination ard to make up te prooram $0 be followed
for the completion of tho dogree. It was asroed at this meeting
that Gost would do “ds msearch with artin and that Junl and
Sussman would do their theses under me Lwrybody agreed to
this amd tle sutcommittee appolinted ty Tolmam met and perforned
1ts funot irns of setting up the prorram ¢9te followed Yy the
studenta. :

Two days lator Dre. Ironfentrenner, who lad teen a merker
of tte committee and sutoomil toe, called up Nean Tolman and sald
that he would not allow Junl and Suseman t0 do toir work 1n his
department. Then '@ further wermt t0 Doan 3%earn and told him that



he was not recomending my re-anpointmont at the end of the
present acadenlc ycare Sinoce I was very busy doinz all
examinations for tte medical students, he was afrald to upsect
me, 80 he says, and waltcd for four cays tofore telling mo of
ths3a evonise '

So ym @ce, I om now looking Tor a Jobts I ammaking
arrangamnts to send the students elsswiere at the end of this
senester aud tho proLobility is t:at they will @ atle %o
camplete $1eir work in microtioloz; with .la Ae Burimwr £ 3qrkelay.
1 am quite hopeless sbout the situst ion here and do nt think
tha anybody of any weitht will come rushing ® my dofensee
The issue, 22 course, Wa8 a very simple ome I had violated
the wnwritten mle o2 the ledical Sohool which stated that
notody belowy $ho head of 2 departnent ooulé 6 irect thesss work
for the Phe De It was this,an? the fast that Insofar 28 the
meetlng in Tvon Tolman's oifise was coigorned, $nla aspeet of the
matter never even oame up for dliaoussion, for you knov that aos far
as the craluate =0ho00l ls couderred, inyihembayiof &Mecgradaste
faoulty oon dirsot theses, Of course, a lot of irrelevant
trouhaha hae teem drasgged into $he pleture by 3ronfentremce $o
toleter his case ard e cmsclenns, That 1s tha situntlon as of
todg e

Fith raespoect to my nroppects, I frankly den't have any
wiich are eally definite er wih 3o trat I osm te sure of thom
ty the end of this acadenic your. T:e tragic thing, of I0UPEE,
1s the intorruption of the rasearch prosran, viich is really
going wery nioely nor and it was Jor these reasms that I had
turned d om 8ome of the offors $rat I had earller in the yoars
Harry Tagle, Pircotor of tre Iuitionsl Cancer Institute, has
offerad virtually to unierwrite a research labor-tory were I wvmld
want to pw Ite I om golng to try to find out more sy oifically
how far he will 30e In the mgmtle, any advice that yem am
8ivs me will be very welcome indeeds -

I must cmfeas I 7as particwlarly ctupid In not soeing
the issue move clearly “rom the bteglmiing, und also something »hioh
haa becmme orystal sloar in ihe last few days; that the major mrt
of the oppoal$ion vhich has developed in :ha sdical School 1as come
from iy good, dear frieni, Dr. Bronfemtrenuer, who apparently
bitterly resented the extent of the aotivities that were going m
in his department which wors completsly beyond his comtrol or
comprehenslone In a way, cf cuurse, it is diffioult to blame him
eganpletely for his attitude and had I realized it carly enough, there
was muoh tiat 1 oould have done to counteract it and kXoep Miwctwsmx
it from growing In s mind % such an extent tmt it completely
olouded his ability toevaluate the situation. I ajparently have



mich t0 lenrn abocut handling psople; permps 1 am completely
incapatle of doing it for I seem to have a genius far getting
the right people m the wrong sldee. In any case, as far =8

I am concerned, I do not want to handle mything as large as
what I have toen $rying to0 do in the last two years, and

it I san ™t a2 set=-up of modoest dimsnsicna wit h reasona:le
e¢ollesgues, I will grab 1it.

Sinocerely,



