
Ootober 25, 1947

Dear Burr:

In your last letter you expressed tre wish that I should
gome day ait down ani white you all the dirt that has acoumlated
heree I did not expect to do this so soon, but a audien pile
of it appeared on my orn doorstep and I think I ought to let you

Rn0W.s

You are sufficiently familias with the teginnings
so I do not need to go into that. As you know, I have tem
patting an increasing amount of opnosition In the Medical Sohosl
and a decreasing amount of support fram the Hill. &t the
beginning of this semester, somothiny occurred wild: precipitated
a crisis and it evolved essentially sround the thrce students
who had epent the sumer vith Van Niel to 7ulflll requivements
stipulated ty Bronfenbremer as necessary tafore they could

register as Phe De candicates.

Martin decided t° Clarify the issua with reapvot to the
three students md managed to set a meeting in Dsan Tolman's
office, to which ewryone waa invited. The purpose of this
was to see what could be done to give degrees In pencral
miorobiLolot,; 28 dist inguished from mediegal Lactcriology. Now,
while a fencral ogreoment tas not reached, due to the opposition
of Corey, Dean Moor, and Bronfentrenmyr (who had strongly supported
it in private), a compromise with resvect to these thme atudents
was arrived at wish emsisted of se.ting up a comilttsce which
would have the power to pase on tieir qualifications via a
preliminary, examination and to mxke up t*s provram to be followed
for the completion of the degree. It was asreed at this meet ing
that Geat would do “1s research with Martin and that Juni and
Sussman would do their theses under me Uvwrybody agreed to
this ani the subcommittee appointed ty Tolim mst and performed
its functions of setting up the procram toto followd ty the
atudents.e

Two days lator Dr. fronfentrenner, who jad teen a merker
of the committee and subcamit toe, called up "ean Tolma and aaid
that he would not allow Juni and Suseman to do t’wir work in his
department. Then te further wernt to Doan Stearn and tok) luim that



he was not recommending my re-appointment at the end of the
present academic year. Since I waa very busy doin? all
examinations for tip medical students, he was afraid to upset
mé, so he says, and waited for four days bofove telling mo of
hess evon ts.

So ym sce, 1 om now looking for a jote I am making
arrangers nts to send the students elsewiere at the end of this
semester and the protability is tiat they will te able to
complete their work in microbiology with -le Ae Sarxor at Borkeley.
I am quite hopeless ebout the situntion herve ax dont think
tha anybocy of any weisght will come rushing tw ny dofense.
fne iasue, of corse, Wa8 a very simple ome I had violated
the unvuritten rule of the edical 3ahool which stated that
notody teloy the ead of a department coulé 6 irect theses work
for the Phe De It was thie,am? the fact that insofar as the
meting in Tom Tolnants office was comorned, thia aspect of the
matter never even cane up for disquasion, for you knov that as far
as the rrafunte sonool ls cougerrned, anytinemtag:of fecgradunte
faculty oan direct theses. Of course, a lot of ivrelevant
brouhaha hae teen draszged into the picture Ly 3ronfentremer to
toleter his case am ule Gamscienos, That is the situation as of
todaye

“ith raspect to my nroppeata, I frankly don"t have any
Wich are wally definite em wth a0 tat I om te sure of them
by the end cf this acadenic yor. Te tragic thing, of JOULES g
is the intorruption of the research prozram, vYiich is really
going wery nicely nor and it vas for these reag ms that I had
turned @om sone of the cffors thet I hal earlict in the yoar
Harry Nagle, Pireotor of the National Cancer Institute, has
otfered virtually to unerurite a research lator-tory wiere I would
want to pu’ ite iam going to try to find out more sp cifically
how far e will go. In the :ngmtle, any advies trat yen om
Sive me will be very welcome Indeed. — -

I must confess I vas particularly ctupid in not soeing
the issue move clearly ‘rom the begiming, und also something »hioh
has became orystal clear in ihe last few days; that the major mrt
of the opposition thich has developed in “0 liedical Sehool nas come
from my good, dear frieni, Dre Bronfenbrenier, who apparent ly
bitterly resented the extent of the activlties that were going m
in his departmen’ whioh were completely beyond his control or
easprehensloue Ia way, cf cuuwse, it ls difficult to blane him
canpletely for his attitude and had I realized it carly enough, there
was much tiat 1 could nave done to counteraut it and keep Shecteex
it from growing in “Js mind to such an extent tet it completely
olouded his ability to evaluate the situations I a:parently have



migh to learn about handling people; pertanps I am comletely
incapatle of doing it for I seem to have a genius fo getting
the right people m the wrong sldee In any case, as far =
I am concerned, I do not want to handle mything as large as
what I have boen trying to do in the last two years, and
if I can ~t a set-up of modest dimensiona with reagonad le
colleazues, I will grat it.

Sincerely,


