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Professor Joshua Lederberg

Department of Genetlcs

The Unlversity of Wisconsin, College of Agriculture
Madison 6, Wisconsin

My dear Professor Lederberg:

Thank you for your kind letter inquiring about a reprint

of my article on sclentific snecdotes, which I am delighted to

send to you. It is an amusing subject and one which has
slways fasclnated me, particularly when anecdotes prove to be
authentic.

In your letter to me you tske up the further question as
to the remark of the eminent physiclist of the 1890's who salid
that "nothing remained to be done in physics but measurements
of the universal constents to a few more decimal places." My
best informetlion on this subject 1s that it was actually said

by Oliver Lodge and is often ascribed to the American physicist,

A. A. Michelson. The latter dld make such a remark but
attributed it to "an eminent physicist." Even earlier, the

1dea may be found in an address by James Clerk Maxwell inaugu-
rating the Cavendlsh professorshlp at Cambridge University and

opening the Cavendlish Laboratory. This may be found in his
collected pepers which eppeared in two volumes and which have
recently been reprinted by Dover.

Nt
ca£2§§;£% said that the oplnion had been expressed that

before too long the great physical constants would have been
estimated approximetely and that the only job left for
physiclists would be to carry out measumements to snother
place of decimals. But Maxwell made this statement only to
atteck 1t.

Sincerely yours,
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