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Bacterial genetics has grown up so rapidly® *® that it may be difficult
to say what it is about and what it may have to do with the genetics or bi-
ology of higher organisms, and their cells and tissues. Many kinds of problems
and organisms have been studied, but there are some general principles that
can be fairly inferred. Perhaps the most fundamental cleavage in the thinking

of microbiologists has had to do with the impressive adaptive plasticity of bac-






