March 17, 1958

Professor (Qeorge Klein
Departmert of Tumor Biology
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm &0, Sweden

Dear George:

I apologize for the delay in my response to your letter of March 1 but I was
on a trip.

Thank you s0 rmuch for your help in tho flnancing of our trip. The funds you
offer together with the grants we have besn able to accumulate here will unquestion-
ably make it fez3ibls fur us to come. Perhaps untuctfully I repliec to Heden that
we had receivad a fair sum from cther sources, nct giving the detills, and that one
or two hundred dollars would be all we would ask for from him. I can tell you that
even this mizht be unnecessary but I am not yet sure. In any case, as we indicated,

we would certainiy be willing to mnhe up a difference of this magnitude from our own
resources.

I do not think there will be seriocus difficulty about the currency conversion,
Wé oan ulscuss this when you visit Mudisun. The mozt 1likely arrangement would be
for me to forward any other funds I have accumulated and for you to purchase the
ticket in stockhoime. Frobably it would be prudent to make an advance inquiry at
the 3. A. 8. office about this possibility.

Esther and I are very sorry that we have had to delay so long in submitting
titles and abatracts. We would each like to read & paper as follovs: ‘

1. By Esthsr M. lederberg "Prophage segregztion in Eacherichlia coldl K-12%

2. By Joshua Lederberg Mextranuclear transmission of the F agent in
Escheyichia coll K-12¢,

e will make every effort to farward the abstracts covered by these titles in
good time. e will not be distressed if the abstracts fall to appear in print,
but I suspect this would be contrary to your preferences.

I certainly do not want to make an 1ssus of the question of the tims of yow
arrival, Perhaps the best prospact would be for you to keep your pressnt reserva-
tions and to wait until you have reached Gatlinburg before declding whether to
alter your plans.

I wnder f Heden showed you the letter which he received from Penso about the
cosmic microbiology question. I was more than a little annoyed at the theatrical
opportunism which Penso's reply spoke for. Nothing could be more harmful to a
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sober discussion of plans for the microbiological investigation of space than for
it to be initiated with such an attitude. However, perhaps he was joking at least
in part and after an initlal reaction of amusemsnt it might be possible to get
down to serious business, I hope I will have some occasion to discuss this further
with you and that meantime you and Heden will simply use your native good sense in
making immediste decisions. I had hoped that the Congress might be a rare oppor-
tunity to coms to some meeting of minds with ouwr colleagues from other countries
who may be able to influence the planning of scientific space missions. However,
perhaps the Congress is not, after all, the best agency for this purpose,

Looking forward to seeing you,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Medical Genetics
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