COMITATO ORDINATORE
PER IL IX CONGRESSO INTERNAZIONALE DI GENETICA

Segreteria Generale: istituto di Genetica dell’' Universita
Via Celoria 10 - Milano (ltslis)
Milan, 22/4/52

Dear Lederberg;

Lt 1 omust- apologlsq for a long delay before answerings
I:hope . the paper ®Was.sent, to ngetlcs anyhow,so that there has bean -
no-actual delay .1 Qntlrely agree w1th it and have 'nbd obgectlong
except a .few. very mpimportant . ones.‘I should for 1nstance suppressii
'W. 1133 )mim in. the lagi-but-one 11ne of page ,31ncc the crosses were
sactually. carried out with, two TLB1 r,stralns whlch are,as far as’
their. . origin: is concerned unre}ated to the straln you mentlon ,and
which: is:pot in.my- oossess;on._ln thc flrst llnes of page‘?; re Hfr,
it seems Hhat:-seleetion for re s;stance to nltrogen mustard in' X 12
‘was-carrisd.out by Visgconti, and myself whlle I acuually canhot’ char—
ge Visconti with the misdeed of having obtained Hfr and’ havﬁng left
it rrsting fpr three years; the work with Vlscontl contarned coli B
only. iy work on Hfr was not published, except in the few lines on
the 1950 paper,kmx or in the quotation of C.and H. paper on NC"C 1@83;
but a paper was read about it st the 100th meeting of the Genetical
Society of Great Britain at Cambridge, in 1949,carrying the title :
3An actively mating strain in E.coli". ‘

. Re heading etc., I have written to Fisher, who Will
soon be back to Cambridge, whether he thinks I ought to have as hea-
ding of the paper Dept.cf Genetics,Cambridge U. rather than Istituto
Sieroterapico ikilanese,menticning wmrk ikilan in rthe footnote 3 I ima-
gine such detail may easily be altered in pwoofs, and shculd prefer
if possible to leave the question open now,

I wonder if you think that an explanatory sentence
in the footnote may be useful to help the puzzled reader, who xnows
that we have alwars been some t housand miles apart, by saying that
soxnExsf the initial observations leading to the facts observed in
this paper were independently dizzm¥ nade in kadison and Cambridge/
/Milan, and as they were either very close or complementary it was
decided to continue the work in collaboration. Actually, I find this
collaboratnrion/ggtremely stimulating,and well worthw advertasing
exveriment in copperative research. ‘

T"he first half of this month has been very depres-
sing,in view of several organipational tasks and a conpte of con-
gresses, plus some family accidents. I had to stop work,practically.
I should be resuxing it this week. I have only had time to control
Hfr x TLB, -ST and got inthe first experiment 20% Lac+S® reconbinants.
The mlxture was aereated for 1 and 1/2 hour. I have started control-
ling whether attenuated Hfr can transduce F+.

Avtually it seems that streptomycin may help a lot
towards observation ¢f recombinaticn with Hfr. If something turns
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out; I may have a. good 0pportun1ty of haklng a filnof it. ‘

L had. news that Hayes gave a talk about‘the whOEXSstory at: the

Oxford mectlng and had great success. In his" 1as’c letter ‘he said: he
would prepare hls paper for JGm end” of ‘this monthi“ I have sent to- ‘him
a copy ef.your typescrlot,and 1 hope he" Wlll make” fhe best use sf it/
I shall wrlte soon, about all the o:d’ Bfr datag I should not like

to delay fgrther thls letter. ‘I'am sorfy not to bde in a position te
help you much about the IGM paper. I may be " ih'a better p051t1on when
next papers. w111 COme. What about a’ sinsatlonal title 1like '8 A unique
case of genetlc 1nfect10n for fertlllty 1n E‘”oll" for the JGM paper ?

3% ,..‘

Yours slncerely
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