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IN REPLYING, ADDRESS THE

Tuberculosis Research Laboratory,
411 East 69th St., New York 21, N. Y.

December &, 1950.

Dr. Joshua Lederberg,
Department of Genetics,
The University of Wisconsin,
College of Agriculture,
Madison 6, Wisconsin,

Dear Joshua:

You may remember that I mentioned to you at Colurbus
that our absolute pantothenate-less mutants (which require
pantothenate at all temperatures) failed to recombine with
other Kj5 strains. Subsequently I found that there is no
recombination with other strains or among themselves even in
the presence of pantothenate. In further experiments I have
obtained absolute pantothenate—less mutants from temperature-—
sensitive ones and again found that there was no recombirstion
with the absolute ones, whereas the tenperature~sensitive
parents gave recombinants. I have chtained reversions from
the absolute pantothenate-less mutants which also failed to ( the promt”Laing)
recombine. It seems unlikely that the inhibition of recombina-~
tion is due to an inversion because (a) the absolute mutants
do not recombine with each other, and (b) there is no recombina-
tion of any of the absolute pantcthenate~less ones with any of
the marked strains.

I wonder if you have encountered a similar phenomenon,
and if you have any comments on these observations.

With best regards to you and Esther,

Sincerely yours,

LVeaw
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