
CARNEGIE (COMMISSION
ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND GOVERNMENT

437 MADISON AVENUE, 27TH FLOOR, New York, NY 10022

PHONE: (212) 207-6336 Fax: (212) 754-4073

COMMISSION

William T. Golden
Co-Chair

Joshua Lederberg
Co-Chair

Devid Z. Robinson
Executive Director

Richard C. Atkinson
Norman R. Augustine

John Brademas .
Lewis M. Branscomb
Jimmy Carter

William T. Coleman,Jr.
Sidney D. Drell
Daniel J. Evans
Gen. Andrew J. Goodpaster (Ret.)

Shirley M. Hufstedler

Adm. B. R. Inman (Ret.)
Helene L. Kaplan

Donald Kennedy

Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.
William J. Perry*

Robert M. Solow
H. Guyford Stever

Sheila E. Widnalit
Jerome B. Wiesner

* Through February 1993

t Through August 1993

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Grahem T. Allison, Jr.
William O. Baker
Harvey Brooks

Herold Brown
James M. Cannon

Ashton B. Carter*
Richard F. Celeste
Lawton Chiles

Theodore Coopert

Douglas M. Costle

Eugene H. Cotsa-Robles

William Drayton

Thomas Ehrlich
Stuart E. Eizenstatt
Gerald R. Ford
Ralph E. Gomory

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh ©
Walter E. Massey

Rodney W. Nichols

Devid Packard
Lewis F. Powell, Jr.§

Charlies W. Powers

James B. Reston

Alice M. Rivlin ii

Oscar M. Ruebhausen

Jonas Salk

Maxine F. Singer

Dick Thornburgh

Adm. Jemes D. Watkina (Ret.)#

Herbert F. York
Charles A. Zraket

* Through June 1993

t Died April 1993

$ Through March 1994

§ Through April 1990
& Through January 1993

# Through January 1989

February 24, 1995

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
Office ofthe Speaker
U.S. House ofRepresentatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Gingrich,

Weare aware that Congressis reviewing the role ofOTA, the Office of
Technology Assessment. The Camegie Commission on Science, Technology,
and Government issued a report on the Congressional support agenciesin
1991, and we are attaching a copy ofthat report in the hopethatit will be
useful to you and the Committee that is reviewing OTA.

In sum, webelieve that as it deals with the challenges facing the country,
Congress will confront more and more complex technical issues. Congress
will need reliable technical advice to enableit to make the best decisions and *
to respondto technical initiatives from the Executive Branch. We believe that
OTAcan perform this valuable fimction, providing essential support to
Congress, and we urge that the Congressional review take account ofthis and
ofthe strong support that OTA has gathered from the technical andpolitical
communities, particularly in the past dozen yearsofits existence.

Wewill brieflyreview the process that produced the report to emphasize the
involvement ofmany thoughtful individuals. We should also mention that one
ofthe signers ofthis letter, Joshua Lederberg, has served as chair ofOTA's
Technology Assessment Advisory Council and therefore has had special
experience with the agency. The other signer, William T. Golden, was heavily
involved in the original decision to establish a science advisor in the Executive
Office ofthe President.

. In 1988, the Carnegie Commission established a Committee on Science,
Technology, and Congress, chaired by Dr. John Brademas andincluding
former Senators Mathias, Chiles, and Evans, former President Carter, and
Dr. Guy Stever, Science Advisor to President Ford. In order to make the
Commission reports moreeffective, Dr. Brademas established an advisory
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committee of44 Senators and Representatives who met with him regularly to review reports and
advise on issues that the Commission might address. Congress members Boehlert, Morella, and
Walker were active members ofthe group. (Thefull list ofmembers may be found on pp.7-8 of
the report.) The draft report on the support agencies was reviewed by this advisory committee,
and was modified as a result, before being brought to the Commission for approval. The
Commission reviewed the documentfurther, and with minor changes, endorsed its publication as
a Commission report. Webelieve that this process ensured a constructive bipartisan report.

The Commission found that OTA performsa critical role in the development of science and
technology policy, serving an essential analytic and advisory function for Congress. It also
Serves as an important reservoir ofinstitutional memory for Congress. Nonetheless, the
Commission recommended changes in the way that the OTA producesanddelivers its reports, to
make them moreeffective and timely. The Commission also recommended that the resources
made available to OTA be commensurate with the demand for OTA's products. At that time we
foresaw an increase in the demandand called for modest staff increases to meet it. If OTA's
budget is to be reduced, weurge that there be ways to reduce the demand, so that the OTA can
continue to provide essential high-quality advice to Congress. Even with a constrained budget,’
we continue to recommend the changes that would make OTA's reports more effective, and we
do not believe that these changes should require significant funding increases.

Sincerely yours, . |

frhes kedusblesg. | ihMetera [,dew.
f

oshua Lederberg William T. Golden

Enclosure: Science, Technology, and Congress:
Analysis andAdvicefrom the Congressional Support Agencies


