1 Februsry 1963.

Br. Allan H. Browm
Department of Botany
University of Minnesots
NINNEAPOL | S

Dear Allan,

Josl Orlen of the Space Sclence Board hes writtea Josh Lederjery
showt the possibility of assisting you In the preparstion for the Varsaw
excblology mesting;: Josh has pessed the letter on to me.

| have had soms previous discussions on the possibilities of such
& mesting with the Soviet microblologist, A.A. imshenstsky, and with
0. Y. Martymov, Blirector of the Shternberg, Astrosomical imstitute, Moscow.
The latter convarsation occurred last susmer In Lidge, where there was a
kind of rump session on the Yarsaw meeting attended by Van der Mulst,
Florkia, Kulper, Elliott Levinthal and myselft One point, which hes
emerged rather clesrly from whet discussion | have had with Soviet sclentists,
is that some education Is meeded, especially for the Soviet physical sclientists
ond enginsers, on the problems of extraterrestris! |ife and the possibliity
of blological contaminetion. imshenetsky was quite concerned about (.
bliological contamination, expecially of Mars, while Mertynov tendedn:to dismiss
the whole quastion as something of & Joke. He |s, of course, not & biologist,
but | think his attitude is falrly common In the Sovist Unlon.
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imshenstsky even mentioned that cooporstioa between the United States
and the Soviet Union was probably ssslier than cooporstion batween Sovist o
blologists and physical space sclentists. Since scientifically there is no
difference which mation performs biological contemination, and since the
Soviet Union spperently has the capabliity for & Mars lending vehicle before
the United States, | fesl It would be axtramely useful to lavite several of
the relevent Soviat astromomers and other physical space sclentists involved
In space exploration to the Yarsaw mesting, and there to have ssveral papers
on the rationale and feasibility of space vehicle sterilization. i1t would
be desirable to schedule a very adequate tims for informal discussion. |
know that while, for msny of us, a gensral discussion of the possibilities of
extraterrestrial life and blological contamination have been heard so frequently
that we can repest them In our sleep, the Soviet astromomers and other physical
sclentists have mot been exposed to such arguments. Iacldentally, except



for Gporin, isshenatsky and parheps one or two others, the oaly sclientists
In the Soviet Union who have publ ished on the subject of extratearrestriel
1ife have boen estroncmers, and their relative contribution has not been
incons iderable.

If there is any sssistance which | can give you In this matter,
of any sature st all, | would be more thea happy to do so. DBegimning
Februsry Mth, my new address will be:

Oepartment of Astromomy,
Nerverd Ualversity

Cambridge 38
Nassachwsetts
With best wishes.
Sincerely,
Car! Segan
Cs/ps
C"!‘l to: r. R.¥i. Porter

br. Joel Orien
Or. Nugh Odishaw



