University of Tokyo
June 12, 1956

Dear Josh,

What good news that you are comingl I hove isther can mke it also;

you would botn snjoy the visit on all counts. “ut please, Josh, dontt
protsst the juaket aspect of your N3F grant. You have L uetuning to give,
and may pain many things in return. Of course it is a luxury, but our
nation's sconomy can supvort many more frivolous. +<urtharmore, you
would not be consistent if you protested that the swn svould be given

to some poor Indians, for then you ought not to live as well at home as
you do.

O.K. = you'rs comling, and want some suggestions., I'1ll do my best but
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I'm mmk surs Ilno can improv: on my rsnarks.

l. Itinerary - a tourist flight overseas is as coumfortable as a first-
class ons back home. wWe always fly that way, and sometimes get tourist
accomodations on lst class flights. You won't be tirsd.

If you arrive a week early you'll have a chance to look around Tokyo and
its environs a bit and enjoy Kabuki and Noh drama, etc., 3Siwort and fas-
cinating trips can be taken to Nikko, Kamakura, Hakone, atami Hot ~uorings,
and the Izu veninsula. But you can fit what you wish inbto your schsdule
wiien you arrive, no plans are necessary. You might even be able to take
one ol thess trips witi: someone you wished to talk with, wad the sational
Institute of uenctlcs is nsar Hakone (so is ifuji-san),

If you can make a start at getting a few pesople to gathar in Tokyo a few
days bafore thne symposium, I'1ll follow through and try to add a few
others hers and make arrange.ents. Your list of Japanese you want to

sez 1g good - Uetake, Iseki, Fukimi and Kikkawa. I'd add Lsujita,
Wetanabe Itaru, +“atanabe Tsutomm, “#shida, a couple of nikkawa's students,
and a few more. (You should and will also m2:3:t some outstanding chaps
outside of our fia2ld, such as “amiya, Sakaguchi, Yanagita, Kihara, van,
Yamaghita, .atsuura, Komai, etc.) I understand thut there is a zood
chance that the following foreign microbial geneticlsts might attend:
Novick, ~eadle, Watson, ZHollaender, Demerec, Ephrussi, Slonimski, ieslot,
Haemmerling, Plough 1, 3tendt, #Winge, Lindegrens, woodward, 3. <mnersor,
D. 2onner(?), and Marshak.

Tne second part of the Symposium will be held in Xyoto, one of Japan's

old, lovely places (Tokyo 1s roaring modern). Take the organized ¢ x=-
cursion in Kyoto and, if possible, see neurby Hara and especially

doryuji (ask Iino). The longer planned excursions would be fasdnating,

but will take time. If you had just a few days over, it .ight be better to
visit Kikkawa at nearby Osaka; I understand ne is arranzing a swmall
post-Symposium meetlng on nucleic aclds with lirsky, watson, and ..arshak.
liaybs from there you could take a boat in the evening on the Inland sSea
(setonaikal) to Talramatsu and Yashima on Shikolkm, snd return tie next day.

2. Baggage - the weather will be warm, so bring sunmer clothes and a
raincoat. Travel as lightly as possible, for-you may want to teake
something back with you.

3« Accomodatlons - the hotel to which you are assigned will write you
direetly. The Organizing Committes is still working on this. Theytjunh\
will all be western style, i.e., with chairs, beds and toilets; nice

ard comfortable, but not expensive (probably less than ;5 a day, with
breakfest). I wisii we could put you up, but with one tatami-ed sleeping
roox in our tiny house it isn't possible. llowever, 1f you will give up
privacy corpletely, we'll invite you to stay with us for onc night to

ges waat it's like - raw fish, o-furo, and alil.
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. ixpenses - hard for me to say. Probably ce. 10 a day because of
the typs of life you will have to lead = taxis and so on.” One can
live very cheaply here, but it involves settling; you won't want to
waste your time saving a few y. Settled hers, I blow my top when
our dally expenses (excluding rent) excesd 2 a day for the three of
us (Takao-san, our maid). Carry your money in iraveller's cliecks -
the 75¢ per 4100 insurance is worth it (I ownce lost .50 of theml).

o e {VA,

-

I am sure when you are here you will want te buy some things to take home.r
Of course you can spe:d as nuch here as anywhere, but many things are
really inexvensive and of good quality - cameras, microscopes, tape
recorders, binoculars, and indigenous 1ltems like lacquer ware, pottery,
;ultured pearls, silk, etec. You can take back 500 worti: of stuff duty &
rse, b
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You may ualso want to bring some gifts to Japan with you; you will be .
embarragsed by the hospitality and the VIP treatment. Yhere are many :
cheaplyimade cigarette lighters, fountain pens ard so on here, but good -
Ronson lighters, American fountain pens, or Kodachrome (prefersbly
developing not included) are exorbitantly expensive here and much . = =
coveted. ILong-playing classical records are a.so mucii appreciated. fere® =
As a basis for cormparison, a newly graduated research assista:t oere will
earn about 30 a month, a first-rate full professor maybe 150 a month,

He can live cheaply at home, but meny things, such as imported goods,
¢lothss, hotels, and restaurants are dear. fLet they shower us with
expensive gifts. “ometimes, when an assistant can't afford a dollar

for train fare to a pienic, he will allow me to Doy it. any extra
american presents you don't unload, we'll take off your nands, for we

ars burdened with giri.

S. Language - we are dolts, “etty less so tuan I, but even she cen't
internret a discussion. *“ut some Japanese easily can. Iave Iino
teachh you a few polite phrases; then when you arrive you won't e
mistaken for a Frenchman, for you wl 11 have tried.

6. Books - cheap editions, worth buying, are put out by “hag. Tuttle
Publisiing Co., iutland, Vermont, and, when awailable in addition to
another odition, are marked with 3%,

Rutih sensdict The GQ§Isanthem.um and the Sword.:
(An excellent anthropological study)

Vonald Keene antholo of Japanege Literature. =
T Col"l‘egc ted with taste.)
J. Osarapgli Homecoming.: (A translation of a {ine umodsrn
novel that 1s at the same time educhational.)

In additioir, you may want to browse in the library anong:

Lady lurasaki The Tale of Genji (Trans. by ercvhur .aley)
. ideischauer Japan prast and Present.
N.B. James liichenar The floating «orld.

Susuki Studies 1n Zen.
ALmnbree A Japansse Village, Suye lura.

Finally, ther:z are good translations of skutagawa's woris, sappa, _
dashomoni, etc. (See the film, Gate of Hell, if you hoven't a%ready};
and diverting as wel 1 as scholarly works by Lafcadio Hearni, =raest
Fenollosa and Jzra Pound. In the front of the Tourist's Yuide to Javan.
thers are lots of good, brief articles on such t.ings as history,
economics, arcnitecture, language, etce.

T told ®inoto of your pending visit; he was overjoyed, aind wants you to
talk. Plecase get in touch with him agein for arransomentse.

we look forward to seeing you - both (?) - and on your side, be pre=-
parz2d for anything.
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A1l best wislies and congratulations to Hans and Jim vrow as well,
both of whom are welcome to ths infomiation this letter eontains.

Sincerely,
; |_tamcd

P.3. Soueone wrote that the CSH Symposiwa tihils June would be very
interssting, ond was sorry I would not be able to atterd. e falled
To mention the subject and such news trickles to Ja,an slowlye. Jhat
7as 1t on? Not genetics again I hope, but I fear so - 19il, 1946, 1951

- ?

PePe3. we just had a letter from Jans, as you predicted. <YLherefore,
to save me time and money, will you please be sure to siow him this?
(liy apologies, Hans, for not writing a sevjarate letter - perhaps later.)
a room at the YMCA costs ca. 42.30 per day with beeakfast. Thers are
probably ewen cheaver Japuness yadoya, but those Betty anda I have stayed
at in our travels were mnore expensivs, but every bit worth tus cost. I
would strongly recomiend that at some time during your trip all of you
plan to stay at lsast one nignt in a yadoya (cn. i without :zeals). 4Yhe
enviroamsnt, service, and focod can be wondsrful - there is notuing like
it in ths west - but you must wear yukata, sleep on quilts ow the floor,
usually .10t with the girl who is assigned as your attendant, and way
have tc use a coirmnal bath.

MR




