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Invasion From Mars? Microbes!
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W. Bs (UPI — Ajtransporting earthly microbes, taken great pains to make

“war ofthe orlds” is NoWlto Mars. That would jeopard-|sure that vehicles launched

eeSe ize'scientific search for strict-\toward the moon are free of

erat ly Martian forms oflife. micro-organisms.
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would not be pel Prize-Winning professor

intelli- of genetics at Stanford, be-

ai aeatme. j|lieves that allhumanbeings)
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‘tripod legs and should be quarantined before |

returning until it is certain
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They would be inimical Mil cin “rani ” .

crobes brought to earth as eign organisms,” Dr. Leder

stowaways by the first space-

ship to make the round trip

to the red planet.

Scientists say it is not be-

yond the realm of possibility! The Bioscience Advisory

that organisms from bleaklcommittee of the National

and arid Mars would multi/,~eronautics and Space Ad-

ply explosively in the more) ministration (NASA) voices

hospitable environment ofjsimilar fears and touched

earth, and devastate thelalso on the possibility of con-

globe. taminating the other planets.

The chance of such an in-| Both Soviet and U. S. scien-

vasion may be remote. Butitists agree on the necessity of

space scientists take it seri- sterilizing space probes aimed

ously enough to warn againstiat Mars and Venus. And ‘even

letting it happen. though lunar life may seem

They also caution against unlikely, both nations have
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berg said, “might have disas-

trous consequences to our

health, agriculture, economy,

or comfort.”
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