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Ir, Joserh lein
Bristsol lLadoratories Ine.
Syracuse, Bew York

Lear Joe:s

It has been some long time since we had any intimste chate with one
sncther and I am jJust hoping that things ars going very well, if very wmsily,

I am anxious S0 hear how your prelisinary consideratioa of “qudsatisutional
chemotherapy” has Been coming along. I etill find no good remson to retrest from
ny geal for thie aporosch. This recegnises, however, the necessity of contimuing
S0 expleit the more Sradisions] methods.

One resscn that I was reminded to communioats vith you again was & papsr
in last veek's SCIZNCE which referred to the ocourrence of an satibecterisl agent
in soluticns of Sryvtovhan that had been subject %o irradiatiom. 1 have no ides
whethsr this {tself is going to lead them anywhere, but I was intersestsd thas they
Rad in fact smbarked on this apvroach with the hope of finding an anti-metadolite.

The arsa that may prove ths most interssting here, although the technical
arproach is the most diffieult, would be, I think, in the treatment if possidle of
D¥A and ths trial of such materisl in tumor therapy., A let of work is of course
zoing on on Srimle with carefully synthesised analogs of aucleic acid componente,
and sone of this may in due course pay off even more tham 1t has until now. Novever,
I think that thers is still more room for the more comprehemsive, if aslopvier,
approsch that I had been outiiming. Would I be asking Vco mich to rsquast some sors
of digest of your curreat thinking abdout this problsm and the speoific ways im which
you might be considering goimg about it. I realiee that it might be much more
fruftful 1f 1 could manage a personal contact W, if aaything, affairs have desn
®ors hectic than sver., W¥e have shifted our plans for Australia somewhst. Our
preseat itinerary will dring us to leave ths States on August let and we will zet
back sometime Defors the end of Hovemder. Theres is & good deal of wvork going on dowa
thsre in therapsutic soreening, especially for tubsrculosis, and you may fini something
interesting in whet I can dlg out thers.

Qur work on L forms, i.e., ths growth of protoplasts in agar, is coming to
sn interesting conclusion. Regently a number of wall-deficient mutants which have
arissn in the eourse of growth of E.goll in the presencs of penicillin have dDeen
isolated and some of them at lemst are dlocked ia the synthesis of diamine vimelis ncid.
“e are looking at othsrs to see if we oan vick up othsr specific wall precursors, the
nost interssting of which misht be s substance carbvoxyethylgzlucoweamine, which has
now besn christened Muriamic Acid. Ye never have received from you a sample of the
sulfonie snalog of IAF thet you had been playing with. Is thers any mare to say
nbout the possible activity of these compounds?

Yours sincarely,

Joshua Lederderg
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