Pesyr Elsctort

The enclosed mmthmpeﬁcfm.ﬂcmmmmﬂﬁ
by the Nobel Laurestes in Nedicine and velsted flelds as indicated.
They represent a wide distribution of scientific fiolds and
institutions across the countyy.

I4 should be pointed cut that no serious effort hes been made to
make this cesavas compreheneive, and that many of the Laureates in
the Esst have already gone on record inm Dr, ¥Welch's behalf,

Copies of this letier signed by the various individuals listed are
on file with Dr. Ralph ¥, Scokman, Dirsctor, The Hall of Pume,

It is our understanding that ss many as Seven DOXschs Bay be elected
at one time, and that even Lf you have slready retumed your official
ballot, Moisatﬁltiaotaw&totothcﬂmtarofmnmof
Pame asking him %6 include your vote for Pr. Welch,

Bincerely, '

E, L, Tatum

ELT:CDV



Stateneqt

We Join in strongly recommending Dr. William Heary VWelch
(1850-1934) for election .tothe Hall of Fame for Grest Americans, as
he was the central figure in the development of medical education snd
researeh in America during his active lifetime, Like many great azen
who have not won & Nobel,Prize, his work had marked influemce in a
wider ares than the usual specialized contribution for which a Nobel
averd 1s given, Indeed, he created the milieu in medicine that made
possible the sxscution of research of the highest order, The first
thres Nobel Prizes in Physiology and Medicine on this side of the
Atlantic were o nen wvho worked at one of the institutions he had
launched (Johns Hopkins and Rockefeller Institute).

At the international celebration of Welch's 80th birthday,
President Herbert Hoover (honorary head of the celebretion) referred
to him as "our greatest stutesman in the field of publiec health.®* Om
that occasion, Abrahem Flemner, author of the famous Camegle Report
of 1910 on Medica)l Education in the U.S, (wherein Welch is the first
person to whom acknowledgment is mede), wrote to Welch:i ¥It is not
too mach to ssy that you have been the comersione of the entire
development in modern medicine snd publiec health in this countay:
without you, no Johns Hopkins Medical S8chool, as we know it; no . . .
Roekefeller Institute . . . and all the other great things which are
outgrowthe of the work you have done . . . I should myself have done
nothing without you . . . and 20 to you is to be traced, without the
slightest doubt, whatever good has been secomplished in that field
by the General Education Board and the Rockefsller Foundation, I am
grateful 4o you . . . beyond power of expression.®

Dr, Welch resvonded to these warm tribtutes with the mcdest
statement: " . . . I astand here to represent an army of ... colleagues,
whose work and ¢omtributions . . . have advanced the science and art of
medicine and public health to the eminent position which they now hold
in thia country.?

In strongly supporting the election of Dr, Welch to the Hall of
Fane, we speak not only as Nobel Laureates, but alsoc as spokesmen for
this great army of devoted men and women to whom Dr, Welch referred,
and for the American people who owe 80 wuch to his inspired leadership
in Nedicine and Public Heelth,

Signature




