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“ebruory 7, Lo4l.

Dear Dr. Sawyers
The time has come when the Foundation's srogram in ty vhus

control snouid be reconsidered ond defitite volicies est: vlished.

When the Llavib.tiona was received 1 st ceo yeneer from ACG
to get ready to do ty hus‘control in ducles under the susvices and 1a the, >
uniform of the ARC, I realized in purt the di? eloulties “which might be en-
countered. tome of these could hive teen avoided hed avorovil for aetion beon
given immediately but there were others whieh could aot be foreseen without
much more informtion than was then availabie t.: us.

  

We started to work with sowder on December 15 with first
elass personiel and some trunssort.tion but found it imvsossible to exvand
as rapidly eas we wished because of 4 shortege of both these items from our
one source of supvly. In addition, there was not is sight at thot time sn
amount of insecticide which permitted theforgunigation of » real acss) de-
loasing project. These three items, personnel, troas ort tion and insect-
ieide are the three bottle neeks which must ve faced in the future.

cubordinsats personnel for acta d dusting overctiais can
of course be easily trained locally “ut Dvis aad I hive .povedte our own
satisfaction that two on a taum = not enough wher© bhhese two fice an emerg-
ency situxrtion in which all det.ils Aeave to be handled individually. There
is aov a group of Italian doetors ull sf wio“know the way we work but there ;
would undoubtedly be consider difficulty in triasporting ocersomiel from
one country to another in wartime i? we should be enlled uson to work in
other countries tater. On the other hun there ape three voung Amerieans
who were in Itcly go) ting their meliccl degrees wren war overtook them who
are wellftr:ined rliable men who might vod be coisldered as second string
men for laternational work.

 

     

Transvortntion and fasecticide can he dismissed with a
word; both are avatlavle anly through officiel sources or with the ac creval
of official sources.

aie bottis necks rere were cleared aaly after tyshus be-
gan to show an alurming rate of increise sad ufter Genersl “ox appesred on
the scene. ilthough the Jaiited Bt tes of sAmorica Ty: Mas Commission took
over the direct responsibility, for the program oniy on the 3rd of Jonuary
its infiueace oa the situation mide itself Felt qduriag the vreceding week.
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Since J.nasry 3rd, the Youn? tion grouy has been resvon-
sitle oniy for the Wes Delousing Section out nas followed with « grest deal o!
of interest the work of the other sections. It may interest you to know that
the other sections have been 1) C.se “iniiag, 38 Coitact Delousing, 3)
Immunization, 4) Jut-of-Town (Cose Ping@iag ant Coatact Delousing) and
5) Refugee Gections. You will also be interes“tad ta amow that the sdmin-
istration of the different seetions is in the heanis of JS.TC, AUG and AP.
directors. The spirit of eoonrretion between the differeat eections his »een
excellent.
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I hive referred to bottle necks and difficulties above; but
on’ the other side of the ledser is the recent demanstration here that 2

rapidly risipg epliemicRoh eo be eheecked st the vegioning of the us-

ual cideni¢, season mor > pavidly “thea vas caticio ted. After the sonson
is over we shald be able to Say sometniag about the jur.tion of the

smouldering foe!

ag Ll loox bick on the field work of 1 st yest it seem: to me
that the two outstanding points are tne senoastrattou thet clothing eun
be successfully powdered without removing it from its werrer end the Jis-
covery that lirge pereeatauges of the @ntire yopoul:tion of a distriet will
come to Deslousing §St.tions for dusting. It really came as « surprise wo
some of us to learn that Egyptians, Arabs and Nespolitans do not like
being lousy and will make un effort to get rid of their po urasites if given

the opportunity to io so. Qf course the arge is greater when tyvhus 1s

threatening but the purasites themselves seem to be sufficient reason for
many people to go out of thelr wey to gat vowdered. (Oneof our cerious
oreblems here has been to prevent the theft cf the vowder to meet the ue-
mand of the black market where it Pted a high quotation.)

   

And so with on easy and raid method of Slocking e:idemic ty:bas
not only availabie but proven in the Tield, the question nuturally must
be faced of how best to coordinte the aéfforts of the agencies which ire

interested in ie fleld.of setivity.

The SG,(MOoritiees exvect to assame the res onsibij]ity for ty-
shus control in this ares again in the neur future. Lt. Col. WeC.villiaums,
previously state director of health for Teanessee, is to be the overulll
director of the vroject. Col. % has requested thit the “oundation
group continue its activities
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I have discussed the Larger assects of the sroblem of tyhus con-
trol with General Fox sand am writing this letter to bring to your attention
some of the solats raised. It saems that the JOSTC nas “oer given the re-
Soonsibility of tyshus control in active aery thesters “ut will exsect

gisility to eiviliar snqeies as soon as possible.
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to turn over this res son ce
Under these circumstaumeces Lit is a motver of cone st“ao te the Je Tc to snew
what preparations sre being made by other available agenciés to assume
this res onsibility. Ueneral Fox Gilled azttention to the possi-his also ledoa
bility of importeat tyshus vroulems in regions where the JlA1C might aot
conventently over rte. He has raised the guestion as to hoy far the RF
is willing to go in getting ready to oser.te on os Lorge a senle as may
be necessary. This of course forees the issue of = gener.l working agree-
ment with AiG, UNRA, the War Department and cassibly the Red Cross.

i at,£actesingh orrondum of Feo. 5 to Col,

 

awith a copy of a mer
Soints act meationed  

I shall talk further with Col. Wiliams before msxing recommend-
ations for additional personnel in this Pield since arrangements must de
made for their treaas ortction thither.

Pred L. Gover.


