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I refer to Freedom telegram 20766 dated 29th

December 1943, which directs that the policy regarcing

Typhus cortrol in the civilian population of Faples

and Cecupied Italy shall be under the direction of

Flambo.

2. The removal of Typhus control from the direc-

tion of Medical Services, A.N.G., and the placing of it

under an operational military organization will not

only cause complete confusion in medical and civil

administration, but places upon the operational military

authorities a responsibility which must be that of A.iLG.

In fact A.M.G. nas been forsecd to relieve the military

authorities of such responsibilities. This is the second

occasion in which A.F.H.2. have removed from A.1.G. a

civil resvonsibility and placed it uncer Flambo. The.

first was the feeding of the civil population.

3. This tendency to place everything under the local

military orvanization shows a lack of confidence in A.'.G.

on the part of A.F.H.2. If that lack of confidence is

shared by the G.0.C. in C., then I would susgest the re-

orcanization of A.M.G. under the commanc of some other

A.D.D.A.0,

4. T am advised and satisfied thet Typhus in Naples
is not an hyper-endemic. The situation is serious but is

not out of control. Colonel Cheyne, Director of Medical

Services, A.ui.G., together with Colonel Crichton, Senior
Medical Officer, Region III, nave the matter in hand and

with the assistance of the U.S. Typhus Commission, whose

presence and help I welcome, are the best people, because

they are members of A.M.G. and therefore in closest touch

with the civilian population and the civilian administra-

tion, to deal with the Typhus outbreak in any city or

part of the areg. I submit that Flambo is not in such a
position,
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5 el “rn @a telesram from Nesional Civil Affreirs CfYicer,
Negwion TIL, cated 2$ta Tecenber 16943, it was recouzended

net all Typtus work in tne civil population pe coordinated

Publie Jealth Directorate under -enerel cirectiors

Sricadier Galloway and Colorel cueyre were in

asreement with this proposel, which involved tlet

“ypnus Comoission would work with them uncer inj

svecifie direction acting on the G.C.C. in C's behelf,

   

Se This will ensure trast ghe mecical authorities would

work in the closest liaison with the civil edmiristration

under the RégionahCivil Arfairs Officer of Negion III under

which Maples falls and is, in my candic ozinion, the only

oractical way to tackle the Dypnus cempaisn.

‘Te T must edd tiat “Major General Cowell, Surseon

APE. ey commented on a signel sent to W.D. (AGVWAR) by
“risecier Gereral Fox, Chief of the ..5. Typhus Comuaission,

relating to the outbreak in Faples, as "highly coloured,

not entirely acevrate, anc somewnat nysterical", The signal

wes cancelled by the Chief of Staff, AJP... 2., and a 'molli-

fied' sizral sent off, but this gives an indication of the

action lively to be taken by @riszacier General “‘ox who, —e

acuitedly the world's expert ln Typhus, shows a tendency

alarnist.

   

        

oe I ¢nall be slac if iumediate action coulc be taxen

to put the resvorsivilivy Joe Sie mecical admiristretion

relating to the control of Typhus under the prover authority,

1.€. ow. G.

 

P.S.. Since writins the fsiesoing I have seen Genera: Fox

who 1s as flamboyant as Generel Cowell describves.      

  

I have put my point of view to him: he agrees and |

gone back to Naples to work owt a modus operandi with my

virector of Public Health, The ain problem of tackling

tie typhus outbreak will be dealt with but this cosn't alter
my opinion about the principles involved.


