Headquarters Region III, ATG,.

December 24, 1G43.

Ly Dear Chayne,

Things are a gool deal worse than I described
to you in ny letter yesterday. I findé now that General
Fox has tolé General FPence that he is going to be
typhus king here and that in his temporary absence in
Algiers and-Cairo (he's zone today) Soper is to act in
this cavacity in his stesad.

Tleedless to say I should resent the manner in
which this has been done and I dispute his authority
to apvoint of his own accord a man who has been
definitely assigned by AFHQ to work lere with Region III
under my direction,

Soper presented his report on reguirements
vesterday evening but told me that this could only be
"of academic interest® because "some" action on it had
already been taken by General Tence at P.B.5. I there-
fore felt paralized because I didn't know exactly what
action was being taken by F.3.S5. and where I came in.

T expowed the whole situvation to Hume and

Eraege and Tume and I went to see General Tence and

got very little change out of him. I begzed that at
least I shouldé be informed of the degree and character
of the assistance which P.3.S. are giving Soper so as
to avoid duplication of work but his attitude generally
was that he was only dealing with Sover, that General
Fox had aptointed Sorer and implied that for all he
cared I need not exist. He just will not deal with
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In these circumstances I am finding it very
¢ifricult to retain my grip on the typhoe campaign
and although T do rot wish to say thiat I cernot be
neld resporsitle hecause I want to be a "good soldiexr®
vou will azpreciate that the eituvation isg becoming

critical.
I am both disarpointed and distressed at this
turn of events.
Yours in nhaste,

(Signed): W.H. Crichton.



