January 26, 1977

The iionorable Eichard Ottinger
The louse of Representatives
United States Capitol
Waghington, D,C. 20515

Dear dr, Ottinger:

Thank you for your recent letter commenting on ny participation
at the briefing on Kecombinant DNA on December l&, 1976, under the
sponsorsuip of the Scientists Institute itor Public Information.
Ferinaps you will recall that years ago we shared in 2 car pool fer

-

our young children attending the Hational Child Research Center,

As you iundicated in your letter, you were unable to attend thae
briefine yourself. &Enclosed is a copy of my ststement. 1 am sending
it on by vay of comsent on your remarks printed in the Concressional
Record of 19 Januvary 1577 on this subject.

Hore gpecifically, I certainly share with vou a coucern over
the urpency of establishine firm and enforceable guidelines for the
conduct of this resesrch within the private sector. For the past
several months a Federal Interagency Committee, cstablished at the
recuest of the President under the chairsanship of the Director,
fiztional Institutes of Health, has been studying the available
authorities, It i1s expected to report shortly, and teo recosmend
waether or not existing apencies have sufficient authority to
rromulgate and enforce such guildelines or whether lesislative action
is needed. 1t ia nmv belief that the Conrress shouls awvait the repert
of this Coemittee before taking any action,

Furthier, 1 should like to point out certasin additional problews
raised by your statemeant, The relevant scientitic evidence is not
consistent with the unotion that any or 211 orgzanisns containing
recosdinant DNA would either "have & capacity for unlimited proli-
feration" or se uncontrollable. Tihese are rather sweeping and
unwarranted gensralizations, The cheracterization of K. coll in
veur statement is aleo not an accurate description of the particular



E, colz beirg used for recombinant DRA experiments, as discussed

in my statement. The NIK Draft Environmental Impact 3tatement is
not properly quoted in your remérks. The numbers you quote were .
riven as totally hypothetical numbers in order to exemplify a
particular calculation and the Draft ¥IS indicates that. 7ihe
numbers are not presented as a description of the agaregate risk

of an epidemic. 1In addition, the HIH guidelines explicitly prohibit
workers under treatment with antlbxotxcs or antacids (or sufferxnw

from a variety of relevant disorders) from carrying out recombinant
URA research,

It 18 my viev that far from being weak, the HIR suidelines are
guite stringent and sfford confidence that potentially danserous
recoss Dlnunts will not escape frow laboratory situations.

You may know that I was amonz tne first scientists to call
attention to the sotential hazards of recombinant DBA researcu in
1973. 1 have been involved in all of the discussions since then.
1f there is eny way in which I can be of help in vour consideration
of this issue slease call upon me.

binally, while I aw ap employee of the hationmal Institutes of
Health, this letter represents my own personal opiaion.

Sinéerely yours,

Maxine Singer, Ph.D.
Head, nucleic Acid wnzymology Section
Laboratory of Biochemistry

EZnclosure



