
18 Februsry 1953

Dear Peter:

Z am glad to have news from you about the nuclede acids. I have not
understoed why the Cambridge people should object to our structure as a structure
for nucleate ion as well as nucleic acidse I think that I mentioned that the hy- ©
drogen atoms might be between the central oxygen atoms, in such a way as to fom
hydrogen bonds. The contact distance, 2050 A, is, however, a satisfactory one as
van der Waals contact even when hydregen atoms are not present ~ it is observed in
many ionic crystals, such as the three forms of titanium dioxide, and also aluminas
We did not try to place the sodium ioms in sodium thymonucleate. They would, of
course, be out some distance from the axis of the molecule. I am cheeking over
the nucleicacid structure again, trying to refine the parameters a bit. I think
that the original paremoters are not exactly right. It is ovident that the strue~
ture involves a tight squeeze for nearly all the atoms.

I heard a rumor that Jim Wataon and Crick had formul:ted this struc~
ture already sometime back, but had not done anything about it. Probably the rumor
ia exaggerated. We are glad to learn about what is going on at London. We had
heard last sumer that Miss Franklin was leaving, and then had heard that she was
still there. Your letter tells us that she will be cone in a couple of monthse
I think that Miss Cowan, one of Dorothy Hodgkin's girls, is supposed to go theres
Miss Cowan attended my lectures in Oxford. She seems to me to be very goods I
don't think that I have ever »et Miss Franklin. Also, I think that I have not met
Wilkins, but Corey knows him, and has a very goo? oninion of hime

Sid 1s coming. He ought to be there by this time - I think that he
was to leave New York on the fourteenthe I hope that he gets the package to you
that Mama sent to New York for him to bring. 4s to the car, I do not went to buy
a Jaguar at the present time. First, I want to save some money, if possible.
Also, I like having a sports model, although right at the vonent I am not quite so
enthusiastic. Mam: and I spent two days out in the desert, ct Celico Mountains,
and we hed the top dom the whole time. I have been suffering somewhat from a sun
burned face for three days nowe I do not want a Riley salon, 2nd I Judge that you
are right in saying that they avon't making the drophesd course. I do not want a
Jaguar this sumer. Would you look into sic watter of a SimbeaTelbot? Here I
want the Grophead coupe or sports car, with room for 7t lecat thres people (I
think that it vould not be courteous of us to fet a ear hol4ing only two people)»
The Sunberm-Talbot looks good to me. If you think that its -rico is satisfactory
get ite I belicve that it is deseibed as $2500 delivered in los ngelese

Gould you do sore scouting round in connection with our return to
the United States? I have not had any luck with the travel ageney here, in making
reservations ‘o returm on a freighter, and to brine the esr clonc with us. Mire
Bennett seems to be very pessimistic in tallcing with Mrs. Wolf ebout this possibil-
ity. What Mene anc I heve in mind is that we would fool e-ound iu DuLope, after
the International Congress in Stockholm and Uppsala, which en’s about the fifth of
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August, for several weeks in August, and then start home, about 20 Auguste We
need to be in Pasadena by 15 September, We thought that if we could get on a
freighter in Sweden, together with our ear, we could then arrive in New York or
some other American port - perhaps even New Orleans « by the end of August, and
could drive homes We would want to have time enough for a pleasant trip acrossthe continent ~ 8 or 9 days, say, from New Yorke If we could get from Europe to
los mgeles on a freighter, through the Panama Canal, without: spending more than
three weeks on the trip, we would be willing to consider that. I think that we
could not stand as mich as a month on a freighter ~ three weeks is enough. I
would prefer landing somewhere on the east coast, or the Gulf, and driving on
homes The time is flexible, provided that we get to Pasadena by 15 September.We should like, however, to stay in Burepe as long as possible, preferably until
the 20 August, or even a fow days after that.

We could embark anywhere in continental Europe - it is not neces=
sary that we get on the freighter in Sweden, because we could drive back to
Holland or Belgium, say, or France, and embark there. I think, however, that
we would not want to travol on a frétppter under registry other than one of the
northern European countries. Would you check up at a travel agency, and let me
kmow as soon as possible? Also let me know your recommendation about the Sunbeam
Talbot.

Another possibility about the car ia that we get one of the chesp-
est English cars - a small one — and lan to sell it next March, before coming
to France. I think that we shall probably plan to do this in.any case, although
there ig the possibility that, if we are satisfied with, say, the Sumbeam-Talbot,
we would keep it, and scll the car that we buy newt sumror (1964).

I have received official word from the Unitarien Service Committee,
imditing me to spend 25 dsys in Germany - 1 July to 25 July 1943. I am supposed
to participate in two or three symposia, on the nature of muscle, and to visit
departments of physiology in the German universities. The principal symposium
is to be at Tithingen, ith Professor He He Weber. We shall mrobably arrive the
first of July, or a couple of days later. It will be necessary for us to get to
Tilbingen by the 8th of July, and probably ve should arrive in Tibingen a bit be-
fore then.

Ienelose the eheek for 1 Merch. "le hive denostted {50 in your
savings «ccount hore, the nreceeds trem cishine tw “25 ver bonds that heave
matured.

Tove from


